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A Mighty Man of Valor
I. Answer God’s Call (Judges 6:11-24)

A. Messenger From God (vv. 11, 12)

(Jdg 6:11)  And there came an angel of the LORD, and sat under an oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the Abiezrite: and his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites.

(Jdg 6:12)  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him, and said unto him, The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.

The Israelites were suffering under the attacks of the Midianites at this point in their history.  The curses of the Law were being visited upon them due to their stubborn disobedience and idolatry.  God had just sent a prophet to explain to them just why they were being robbed and oppressed.  Even when men are stubborn and blind, God extends His grace to open willing eyes to His truth.  Gideon was evidently a man that wanted to know the truth.  The angel called Gideon a mighty man of valor, either because he had already demonstrated his willingness to resist the oppressors, or through faith declaring what he would be, or possibly both.
B. Question About God’s Favor (v. 13)

(Jdg 6:13)  And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.

Gideon asked a pertinent question.  If God is with his nation, why the oppression and loss, and where are the evidences of His power?  The angel however, did not say God was with Israel, but with Gideon.  God had left Israel to the consequences of disobedience, but He was raising up those vessels He would use to deliver them and grant them another window of grace and blessing to repent and follow Him.  Gideon’s question and statement of hopelessness indicate his love and loyalty to his people, and also show why God sent the angel to this particular man at this particular time. God moves for reasons we may not understand, but He never moves randomly.  
C. Accepting a Divine Commission (vv. 14-24)
(Jdg 6:14)  And the LORD looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee?

(Jdg 6:15)  And he said unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.

(Jdg 6:16)  And the LORD said unto him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

(Jdg 6:17)  And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a sign that thou talkest with me.

(Jdg 6:18)  Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again.

(Jdg 6:19)  And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it.

(Jdg 6:20)  And the angel of God said unto him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.

(Jdg 6:21)  Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight.

(Jdg 6:22)  And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel of the LORD, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord GOD! for because I have seen an angel of the LORD face to face.

(Jdg 6:23)  And the LORD said unto him, Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die.

(Jdg 6:24)  Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

This is an interesting passage.  The angel encourages Gideon, but Gideon’s response is reminiscent of Moses’ words at the burning bush.  Moses objected on grounds of physical inability, while Gideon pointed out his low social status.  Both objections were based on fear of the unknown.  Fear is a very common emotion in human beings.  Any human with a modicum of intelligence will experience fear.  I am thankful God does not reject us because we are afraid.  Apparently, Gideon dealt with a great deal of fear, and he wanted assurance that God was calling him.  He asked the angel to wait while he prepared an offering, and God allowed him to see with his own eyes the power of Jehovah.  Of course, now he was afraid because he realized he had seen and talked with the angel.  God gently assured him of his life and granted him His peace.  Gideon named the altar a name we know well, meaning the peace of God.
In the next verses, God confronted Gideon with a hard choice.  Would he obey God in spite of his fear?  Gideon accomplished God’s command, although he did it in a fearful manner, and then found that his father, whose wrath he had feared, actually stood up for him.  Gideon needed more assurance, and he laid out a fleece and saw God’s hand of power yet again.  Gideon then called for the men of Israel to gather to fight the Midianites.
II. Use What God Provides (Judges 7:1-8)

A. Let No Man Glory in Men (vv. 1-3)

(Jdg 7:1)  Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him, rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

(Jdg 7:2)  And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.

(Jdg 7:3)  Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.

Again, Gideon has to face his fears as God confronts the fear of the gathered Israelites.  God wanted Gideon to know that He would win the battle by His power alone.  After all that were fearful had left, 10,000 remained, 10,000 men of courage and commitment.  All these were fearful also, but they had decided not to let fear rule them.
B. God Decides Whom To Use (vv. 4-6)

(Jdg 7:4)  And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go.

(Jdg 7:5)  So he brought down the people unto the water: and the LORD said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink.

(Jdg 7:6)  And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink water.

Amazingly, God still said there were too many.  He gave Gideon a test to filter the numbers down further.  This test involved personal habits of drinking water, and really said nothing about the hearts of the men.  It was just a great way to reduce the number of warriors.
C. God Provides What Is Needed (vv. 7, 8)

(Jdg 7:7)  And the LORD said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his place.

(Jdg 7:8)  So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley.

God chose the 300 men that lifted the water to their mouths to drink, to be His agents for victory.  The rest were sent back to camp to wait until they would be needed.  Gideon was probably quaking in his shoes at the thought of facing thousands of barbarians with only three hundred.
III. Triumph In God’s Strength (Judges 7:9-25)

A. Assurance of God’s Favor (vv. 9-15)

(Jdg 7:9)  And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have delivered it into thine hand.

(Jdg 7:10)  But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host:

(Jdg 7:11)  And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host.

(Jdg 7:12)  And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude.

(Jdg 7:13)  And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along.

(Jdg 7:14)  And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host.

(Jdg 7:15)  And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.

God told Gideon to go down to the camp of the Midianites and take them.  However, He also told Gideon He would give him a final assurance if he needed it.  Gideon went down to the outskirts of the camp and heard an amazing conversation between two men he and his 300 would soon be facing in battle.  Gideon now knew that God was preparing the way, and his fears were finally laid to rest.  He worshipped his God and went back to confidently lead his men under the blessing of Jehovah.
B. God’s Plan for Victory (vv.. 16-18)

(Jdg 7:16)  And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.

(Jdg 7:17)  And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.

(Jdg 7:18)  When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.

The plan was creative and ingenious.  Gideon now was aware of the rank fear God had brought into the hearts of the enemy, and this supernaturally inspired plan made the fullest use of that fear.  It is ironic that Gideon’s greatest enemy in this episode was his fear, and yet God was using fear to aid Gideon to accomplish victory over Israel’s foes.
C. God’s Plan Implemented (vv. 19-25)

(Jdg 7:19)  So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.

(Jdg 7:20)  And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.

(Jdg 7:21)  And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, and fled.

(Jdg 7:22)  And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the LORD set every man's sword against his fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Bethshittah in Zererath, and to the border of Abelmeholah, unto Tabbath.

(Jdg 7:23)  And the men of Israel gathered themselves together out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manasseh, and pursued after the Midianites.

(Jdg 7:24)  And Gideon sent messengers throughout all mount Ephraim, saying, Come down against the Midianites, and take before them the waters unto Bethbarah and Jordan. Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, and took the waters unto Bethbarah and Jordan.

(Jdg 7:25)  And they took two princes of the Midianites, Oreb and Zeeb; and they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb, and Zeeb they slew at the winepress of Zeeb, and pursued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side Jordan.

Like starting a stampede of cattle, the lights, the noise of the jars breaking, and the shouts of the Israelites created a rapidly escalating panic in the Midianites, such that they turned on each other as they fled.  Then the other Israelite men gathered and pursued the fear-stricken Midianites, capturing and executing their leaders and completing the victory began by 300 hundred Israelites led by a fearful man that did not let his fear rule him.  The definition of courage is to face danger in spite of fear.  Gideon, through the anointing of God’s Spirit and his willing obedience, was indeed a man of courage and valor.  This same principal is seen in many places in God’s Word.  The level of your fear has nothing to do with your fitness for the task God calls you to.  The keys are always your trust and your obedience.  If you will step out in front, God will always have your back.  The depth of your support is as deep as His grace and power.
