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A Prayer For Mercy
I. Remember God’s Forgiveness (Palm 85:1-3)

A. Brought From Captivity (v. 1)

(Psa 85:1)  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.> LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.

This psalm was probably written in the years after the captivity of Judah in Babylon and Persia.  The nation experienced a historical change of attitude as a result of the 70-year dispersion.  The nation as a whole finally abandoned the idolatry that they had continually deviated into for more than 1000 years.  The mercy of God is closely tied to His forgiveness, but He absolutely requires a price to be paid before forgiveness is granted.  Repentance must precede forgiveness, in our interaction with God.  God’s mercy was evident in that He refrained from destroying His people and granted them grace to choose repentance.
B. Forgiveness of Sins Granted (v. 2)

(Psa 85:2)  Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah.

When the returning Jews made up their minds to honor God and abandon idolatry, they were restored to the spiritual relationship they had in years before the Captivity.  The Temple of Solomon was gone, and the replacement that took a decade to build was nowhere as grand as the original, but they could still experience the relationship as before.  Sin always carries consequences that drag on us long after the original act, but we can be restored as they were to full communion with Christ and have His strength to endure those things we cannot avoid.
C. God’s Wrath Ended (v. 3)

(Psa 85:3)  Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.

God does not get tired of either blessing obedience or punishing rebellion.  There is no stopping His wrath until He decides that for Himself.  The ending of judgment is the beginning of His mercy.  God’s eternal holiness is eternally insulted by the presence of rebellion in His creation, so the sole motive for Him ending His judgment is His amazing mercy to sinners.  All expressions of mercy from God are worthy of our thanksgiving.
II. Call To God For Mercy (Psalm 85:4-7)
A. Transformation Still Needed (v. 4)

(Psa 85:4)  Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.

Mercy grants space for repentance.  The purpose of the Father is always to bring men to a relationship with Him.  He judges to open our eyes to the true nature of sin.  If we listen and take advantage of His merciful restraint we can be spared the only end appropriate for sin.
(Rom 6:23)  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

B. Pleas for God’s Mercy (vv. 5, 6)

(Psa 85:5)  Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?

(Psa 85:6)  Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?

On the one hand, the writer expresses his realization that mercy has already been granted, because obviously he and his people have survived the past judgment.  On the other hand, God’s acts are not under the control of men, and the writer realizes that just as judgment is presently in abeyance, it may begin again.  His people are utterly at the mercy of the holiness and purpose of God, and he knows his people still are not as righteous as they should be.  His questions here are pleas for continuing mercy as God works in them to restore the righteousness He seeks in them.
C. Prayer for Salvation (v. 7)

(Psa 85:7)  Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.

This verse can be viewed prophetically.  God was indeed going to show His people more mercy than any of them had ever seen to date, and He was going to grant them salvation greater than anything they had ever experienced.  Jesus Christ is God’s ultimate expression of mercy for mankind.
III. Receive The Blessings Of Renewal (Psalm 85:8-13)

A. Receive God’s Peace (vv. 8, 9)

(Psa 85:8)  I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.

(Psa 85:9)  Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.

We cannot understand the eternal intent of God to do good to men.  He never ceases to seek to restore us to a relationship in which we can rest in peace, hope, and victory.  However, receiving His restoration and then turning deliberately back to rebellion and self-seeking is incredibly foolish, for He will judge us anew and more harshly.
B. Receive God’s Righteousness (vv. 10, 11)

(Psa 85:10)  Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

(Psa 85:11)  Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

The tenor of this psalm is hope and trust in the grace and mercy of God.  The past, however terrible it was, was in the past, and the mercy of God gave His people hope for their future.  Again, these verses are somewhat prophetic, for truth and mercy were combined in the Person of Jesus.  We call Him the Prince of Peace, and He gives us peace as we conform to His righteous image.  He rose, sealing the work of salvation, and now He looks down on us from the right hand of the Father.
C. Walk in God’s Way (vv. 12, 13)

(Psa 85:12)  Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her increase.

(Psa 85:13)  Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps.

The granting of mercy and grace in the face of continual rebellion and backsliding shows the incomprehensible love of God for us.  He is for our good!  Our obligation is to see ourselves as He sees us and trust His provision to make us like Himself as we follow Him in obedience.  His mercy producing saints out of sinners is the entire point of this life.
