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A Receptive Heart
I. The Kingdom Received (Mark 10:13-16)

A. Children Brought to Jesus (v. 13)

(Mar 10:13)  And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.

The disciples were loyal to Jesus, but they needed a lesson in truth.  They believed in Jesus and the message He proclaimed, but they missed an essential point, apparently perceiving the children as unwelcome distractions from Jesus’ ministry.  It is easy for people to allow the urgency of ministry or for that matter of any vocation to fill them with self-importance and blind them to the actual point of ministry or useful work.
B. Children Welcomed by Jesus (v. 14)

(Mar 10:14)  But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.

The verse here says Jesus was much displeased.  He, the Giver of truth, knew what the real priorities of His mission embraced, and He saw clearly that the disciples were blind to the implications of their actions.  The key to all the kingdom of Christ is a believing, honoring, receptive heart.  Children have the gift of believing without filtering all they hear through past experience and prior choices.  The biggest roadblock humans have to faith in God is the baggage they bring along to the encounter.  The corollary principle in this passage is that the kingdom of God is open to all.  Jesus died for all of mankind.  As soon as we start building checkpoints and gates that people must pass through before we consider them “worthy,” we stand in sin before Jesus.
C. Jesus Teaches About the Kingdom (vv. 15, 16)

(Mar 10:15)  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.

(Mar 10:16)  And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.

Jesus’ statement here was an eye-opener for the disciples, but it is a precept He repeated several times in His ministry.  Not only are children welcome, but no one goes in unless he or she comes with the simple open receptivity of a child.  After saying this, the Master demonstrated His words by embracing and blessing the children.  Oh to be blessed by the hands of Jesus as these little ones were!  We can be, if we come to Him as they did.
II. The Kingdom Rejected (Mark 10:17-27)

A. An Enthusiastic Inquirer (v. 17)

(Mar 10:17)  And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?

Anyone concerned with taking the Gospel to the world would be overjoyed at the sincere seeking attitude of the person in this passage.  The heart that seeks truth is the heart God finds.  This is probably the rich young ruler the other Gospel writers mention.  He came asking the right questions, and he would receive the right answers.
B. Challenged by Jesus (vv. 18-22)

(Mar 10:18)  And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, God.

(Mar 10:19)  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.

(Mar 10:20)  And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my youth.

(Mar 10:21)  Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

(Mar 10:22)  And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.

Jesus countered the young man’s question with one of His own.  The seeker of truth must know he is seeking from the Source of truth.  Jesus wanted the young seeker to know, before the conversation went any further, that He was either God or He could not be called good.
Jesus then pointed out the high standards of behavior called for in the Law.  The young man was able to proudly say he had kept those standards in his life.  Was that enough for him to have eternal life?  The next statement the Master made turned the young man’s world upside down.  It is not enough to live morally well, although the true believer will do so in obedience to the laws of God.
Jesus felt great love and compassion for the young man.  His love for him led Him to say something the young man could not accept.  All the effort, all the sincere seeking this man had done was for nothing if he could not do what Jesus asked, because his disappointed rejection showed that his moral life was a life of pride, not devotion.  He thought his effort could earn him a place in heaven.  Finding that selling out to the Master, letting go of the things he trusted in, and adopting a life of discipleship was the path required of him, was just too much.  He rejected the truth he thought he was seeking.  In reality, he only wanted confirmation that his efforts were good enough to earn heaven.
C. Who Can Be Saved? (vv. 23-27)

(Mar 10:23)  And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!

(Mar 10:24)  And the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!

(Mar 10:25)  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

(Mar 10:26)  And they were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?

(Mar 10:27)  And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.

Another moment of shocking revelation for the disciples.  Jesus turned a tragic rejection into a teachable opportunity for those that had indeed forsaken their past to follow Him.  They looked at the rich as privileged and chosen for blessing.  Jesus wanted them to learn that anything that makes people independent of Him would destroy them in the end.  The poor usually know they are needy and will receive the hope of the Gospel more readily.  The rich, educated, and powerful have to reach the point of understanding that their wealth is nothing in God’s eyes before they can embrace their dependence on salvation in Christ.  Reaching such a point is nearly impossible for a human under the thrall of his sin nature.  Only through the grace of God can proud eyes be opened to this truth.
III. A Parable About Receptivity (Luke 8:4-15)

A. Story About a Sower (vv. 4-8)

(Luk 8:4)  And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable:

(Luk 8:5)  A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.

(Luk 8:6)  And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture.

(Luk 8:7)  And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.

(Luk 8:8)  And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

The parable of the sower is a powerful sermon on the hearts of men and women.  When the Gospel is preached, it is heard by many types of minds and hearts.  The analogy of seed falling on many types of soil is apt.  The life of the seed is there, whatever the destination it is sent to.  With the required environment, the seed will grow, but it must have the proper components.
B. What Does the Story Mean? (vv. 9, 10)

(Luk 8:9)  And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be?

(Luk 8:10)  And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.

The disciples wanted to know the meaning of the story.  I suspect they already knew somewhat, but they were submitted to the wisdom of the Master and wanted Him to explain so there would be no misunderstanding on their part.  God grants wisdom as a gift to the submitted receptive heart.  Human wisdom has to be studied and learned, Godly wisdom comes as revelation of Who He is.  The general listeners would or would not understand, depending on their willingness to believe and receive the Teacher of the parable.
C. The Story Interpreted (vv. 11-15)

(Luk 8:11)  Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

(Luk 8:12)  Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.

(Luk 8:13)  They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.

(Luk 8:14)  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

(Luk 8:15)  But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

In a few words Jesus described the universe of human hearts.  First, the listening ears that hear and dismiss the Gospel as something irrelevant, the essence of the modern “progressive,”, educated literally beyond belief, or wealthy with status, power, or material and needing nothing but themselves.
Second, those that hear and recognize eagerly the treasure of truth, but are unwilling to spend time and passion in discipleship and treat salvation just another part of their life, to be compartmentalized and stored away till convenient, and when the world draws them with something more interesting are ready to move on to the next new thing.
Third, the ears that hear and embrace the Gospel, start growing, and then allow the busyness of life and the burdens of existence to steal their first love, and slowly grow away from Christ instead of toward Him.  The fruit begins to appear, then rots on the vine because of discouragement and misplaced priorities.

Fourth, the hearing hearts that cling to the hope of salvation and acquire a mindset of determined discipleship, willing to believe to obedience and endure the walk of faith.  These become the perfected saints and soldiers of Christ’s kingdom.  This option is open to every individual hearer.  The filtering doesn’t occur by restriction on access to the Word.  It happens in the hearts of the recipients of the seed of the Word.
Jesus suffered and died for all of humanity.  He leaves it very much up to us to determine if His death will do us individually any good for eternity.  Will we choose to be good ground, or poor?
