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A Weak Strong Man
I. Consecrated For Service (Judges 13:1-5, 24, 25)
A. Samson’s Birth Foretold (vv. 1-3)
(Jdg 13:1)  And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines forty years.

(Jdg 13:2)  And there was a certain man of Zorah, of the family of the Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and bare not.

(Jdg 13:3)  And the angel of the LORD appeared unto the woman, and said unto her, Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.

God raised up men and women in the time of the judges to lead the nation of Israel into deliverance, in many ways.  Samson was the only one that was chosen before birth for this momentous task. He is one of a mere handful of individuals in the Bible whose birth was announced by an angel.  Obviously, God intended for him to have a historical impact on his nation.  
B. A Nazarite From Birth (vv. 4, 5)
(Jdg 13:4)  Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine nor strong drink, and eat not any unclean thing:

(Jdg 13:5)  For, lo, thou shalt conceive, and bear a son; and no razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.

Nazarite
(Heb. form Nazirite), the name of such Israelites as took on them the vow prescribed in Num. 6:2-21. The word denotes generally one who is separated from others and consecrated to God. Although there is no mention of any Nazarite before Samson, yet it is evident that they existed before the time of Moses. The vow of a Nazarite involved these three things,

(1.) abstinence from wine and strong drink,

(2.) refraining from cutting the hair off the head during the whole period of the continuance of the vow, and

(3.) the avoidance of contact with the dead.

When the period of the continuance of the vow came to an end, the Nazarite had to present himself at the door of the sanctuary with

(1.) a he lamb of the first year for a burnt-offering,

(2.) a ewe lamb of the first year for a sin-offering, and

(3.) a ram for a peace-offering. After these sacrifices were offered by the priest, the Nazarite cut off his hair at the door and threw it into the fire under the peace-offering.

For some reason, probably in the midst of his work at Corinth, Paul took on himself the Nazarite vow. This could only be terminated by his going up to Jerusalem to offer up the hair which till then was to be left uncut. But it seems to have been allowable for persons at a distance to cut the hair, which was to be brought up to Jerusalem, where the ceremony was completed. This Paul did at Cenchrea just before setting out on his voyage into Syria (Act_18:18).

On another occasion (Act_21:23-26), at the feast of Pentecost, Paul took on himself again the Nazarite vow. “The ceremonies involved took a longer time than Paul had at his disposal, but the law permitted a man to share the vow if he could find companions who had gone through the prescribed ceremonies, and who permitted him to join their company. This permission was commonly granted if the new comer paid all the fees required from the whole company (fee to the Levite for cutting the hair and fees for sacrifices), and finished the vow along with the others. Four Jewish Christians were performing the vow, and would admit Paul to their company, provided he paid their expenses. Paul consented, paid the charges, and when the last seven days of the vow began he went with them to live in the temple, giving the usual notice to the priests that he had joined in regular fashion, was a sharer with the four men, and that his vow would end with theirs. Nazarites retired to the temple during the last period of seven days, because they could be secure there against any accidental defilement” (Lindsay's Acts).

As to the duration of a Nazarite's vow, every one was left at liberty to fix his own time. There is mention made in Scripture of only three who were Nazarites for life, Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist (Jdg_13:4, Jdg_13:5; 1Sa_1:11; Luk_1:15). In its ordinary form, however, the Nazarite's vow lasted only thirty, and at most one hundred, days. (See RECHABITES.)

This institution was a symbol of a life devoted to God and separated from all sin a holy life.

Samson, to fulfill the call of God on his life, was to be an adherent to the Nazarite vow all his life.  This was not something he chose, and certainly it was evident he resented being chosen by others for this role.
C. Born To Begin Deliverance (vv. 5, 24, 25)

(Jdg 13:24)  And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him.

(Jdg 13:25)  And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Samson had a blessed childhood, and the evident might of the Holy Spirit began to move him, preparing him for the call on his life.  For a Nazarite consecrated to God, his mind and eyes were seeking more human relationships.  He initially desired to wed a Philistine woman, which led to the first occasion of his wholesale slaughter of Israel’s enemies.  She was then given in marriage to another, and Samson burned the Philistine crops in revenge.  They in turn burned his wife and her father, and Samson repaid them by killing a large number of the Philistine warriors.  The Philistines wanted to put a stop to Samson’s deadly marauding, but after allowing himself to be bound by his fellow Israelites and delivered to the enemy, Samson destroyed 1000 of them in a pitched battle, with only a bone for a weapon.  Judges states that Samson lead Israel for twenty years.
II. Weakened By Compromise (Judges 16:1-21)
A. Dangerous Relationships (vv. 1-15)

(Jdg 16:1)  Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her.

(Jdg 16:2)  And it was told the Gazites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him.

(Jdg 16:3)  And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an hill that is before Hebron.

(Jdg 16:4)  And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.

(Jdg 16:5)  And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.

(Jdg 16:6)  And Delilah said to Samson, Tell me, I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee.

(Jdg 16:7)  And Samson said unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs that were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.

(Jdg 16:8)  Then the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven green withs which had not been dried, and she bound him with them.

(Jdg 16:9)  Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not known.

(Jdg 16:10)  And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound.

(Jdg 16:11)  And he said unto her, If they bind me fast with new ropes that never were occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.

(Jdg 16:12)  Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And there were liers in wait abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a thread.

(Jdg 16:13)  And Delilah said unto Samson, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of my head with the web.

(Jdg 16:14)  And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the pin of the beam, and with the web.

(Jdg 16:15)  And she said unto him, How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not with me? thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength lieth.

The acts of might that God accomplished through Samson were amazing, yet his lack of self-control in his sexual life became his undoing.  No matter how great or gifted we are in Christ, in the view of those around us, we can collapse from the inside out if our commitment to God is less than our commitment to gratify our desires.  Samson knew the Law’s prohibitions against fornication, yet he wanted what he wanted.  Even after his sinful behavior, God granted him the power to literally rip up the city gates and carry them miles away to a hill.  Samson was obviously not repentant, for he again pursued yet another pagan woman.  This gave the Philistines an opportunity to discover the secret of his strength.  Samson played the whole situation as if it were a game.  The incredible giftings he had had made him arrogant in his invulnerability.   He forgot that no one is invulnerable except God Himself.
B. Moral Weakness and Compromise (vv. 16-18)
(Jdg 16:16)  And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that his soul was vexed unto death;

(Jdg 16:17)  That he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother's womb: if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other man.

(Jdg 16:18)  And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath shewed me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their hand.

Samson basically gave up his birthright to Delilah, giving in to the constant pressure and crippled by his lust for her.  Satan wants to know how he can neutralize our value to the kingdom of God.  If we fall for his enticements, we will be in Samson’s shoes also.  The vow he was sworn to live by was none of her business, as she did not desire to know the God that Samson was dedicated to.
C. Broken Covenant and Defeat (vv. 19-21)

(Jdg 16:19)  And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him.

(Jdg 16:20)  And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him.

(Jdg 16:21)  But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.

Delilah betrayed Samson for money, indicating the true nature of her relationship with him. Samson was weakened, humiliated, and crippled by his choice to trust in lust instead of in God.  His ability to pursue the high calling of God on his life was essentially spent.
III. Restored To God’s Purpose (Judges 16:22-31)

A. Prayer To Fulfill God’s Purpose (vv. 22-28)
(Jdg 16:22)  Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow again after he was shaven.

(Jdg 16:23)  Then the lords of the Philistines gathered them together for to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to rejoice: for they said, Our god hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.

(Jdg 16:24)  And when the people saw him, they praised their god: for they said, Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, which slew many of us.

(Jdg 16:25)  And it came to pass, when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison house; and he made them sport: and they set him between the pillars.

(Jdg 16:26)  And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I may lean upon them.

(Jdg 16:27)  Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while Samson made sport.

(Jdg 16:28)  And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.

God’s grace is great, even when we stupidly run after the very things we know will decimate us.  As the symbol of his life-long Nazarite vow returned, so did his inhuman strength.  Samson had been only able to regret the waste of his life, but as the Philistines used him to worship their false fish-god, so he, even being blind, saw a last opportunity to do the work God had created him for.
B. Self-Sacrificing Service (vv. 29, 30)

(Jdg 16:29)  And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left.

(Jdg 16:30)  And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.

There were thousands of contemptuous spectators reveling in Samson’s abasement.  Samson knew he would not survive the collapse of the massive stone building.  He had finally learned of his own vulnerability and need for God, but he had also finally come to an understanding that could have saved his life in an earlier time, preventing the tragedy he had come to.  This revelation was that the will of Jehovah for his life and calling, no matter how inconvenient or binding that will seemed, was higher and better for him than the best he could come up with on his own, and he was finally willing to sell out to God’s will without reservation.  His final act was a decisive and crippling blow to the seeming might of the oppressive Philistines.
C. Honored In Death (v. 31)

(Jdg 16:31)  Then his brethren and all the house of his father came down, and took him, and brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the buryingplace of Manoah his father. And he judged Israel twenty years.

However he had come to his death, Samson’s family recognized the unique calling he had lived with and the value of the things he did in defense of his people.  He was buried with honor in the family plot.

Samson’s story is a tragic one because it could have been, should have been much greater than it was.  Few men in history were granted the strength and ability he had,  yet in the final analysis, he failed to deliver Israel from the Philistines, managing only twenty years of annoying them and hindering their oppressive control over Israel.
