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Abiding With God
I. Dwell In God’s House (Psalm 84:1-4)
A. God’s House and God’s Presence (vv. 1, 2)

(Psa 84:1)  <To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.> How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts!

(Psa 84:2)  My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God.

This psalm is a song of worship written by the descendants of Korah.  The Korathites were doorkeepers and musicians in the tabernacle and Temple.  This song expresses a love for the house of God, as the place where men can meet and commune with Jehovah.  We use our church buildings for a variety of purposes these days, but we should be careful that every use is predicated by the overriding commitment to the worship of God and the sacred ministry to people.
The word here translated “amiable” means loved or beloved, expressing the passion the writer had for the house of God.  We are not to love church for its own sake, but if we love God passionately, we will also love the place set aside to exalt Him corporately.  God does not need a place to be worshipped, but we do need a place consecrated to Him.  Most of Israel could not come to the tabernacle or Temple on a weekly basis, so for those that truly loved Jehovah, the yearly feasts and observances were highlights of their lives, and they longed for God’s house when they could not be there.
B. Shelter in God’s House (v. 3)

(Psa 84:3)  Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God.

Even the lowly birds had found safe places under the altar, where there young could grow without fear.  The house of God must be a safe place for men, women, and children to rest in the presences of God.  It is not a safe place where anything is tolerated, but it is a place where those things that attack our souls can be dealt with, making us eternally safe in Christ.
C. Blessings in God’s House (v. 4)

(Psa 84:4)  Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee. Selah.

We cannot live 24/ 7 in the church building.  Our attitude however can be that our church is as our home, and we are at home in God’s house.  It is not a strange foreign place we visit occasionally when our conscience tugs at us.  Believers are to be ministers wherever they are, but the strength of our ministry flows from a congregation where God has planted us to grow.
II. Grow Strong In God (Psalm 84:5-9)

A. Blessed With God’s Strength (v. 5)

(Psa 84:5)  Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose heart are the ways of them.

(Eph 4:4)  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;

(Eph 4:5)  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

(Eph 4:6)  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

(Eph 4:7)  But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

(Eph 4:8)  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

(Eph 4:9)  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

(Eph 4:10)  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)

(Eph 4:11)  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

(Eph 4:12)  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

(Eph 4:13)  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

(Eph 4:14)  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

(Eph 4:15)  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:

(Eph 4:16)  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

The church is the Body of Christ on earth.  As such, it will face the attacks of Satan as well as unbelieving men.  As members of the Body we need strength to stand and win when attacked.  How do we receive that strength?  It is through this same Body that Christ equips us for ministry and waging spiritual warfare for the Kingdom.  Deliberate involvement in worship and ministry in the church feeds our inner life.
B. Refreshed by God’s Strength (vv. 6, 7)

(Psa 84:6)  Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also filleth the pools.

(Psa 84:7)  They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before God.

The believing worshippers had to travel through dry and bitter places at times to arrive at the house of God, but their love and anticipation for worship made the rough times occasion for rejoicing and life.  If we will get our eyes off the present circumstances and set our view on meeting with God in His house, the current difficulties will become stepping stones to joy.  The joy of the Lord is our strength!
C. Prayer for God’s Favor (vv. 8, 9)

(Psa 84:8)  O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah.

(Psa 84:9)  Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed.

Believers can be confidant that God will hear them wherever they are, but there is something powerful about a congregation with a mindset of worship, lifting voices together in intercession, supplication, and praise.  God is our God when we are alone, but He loves to see His children gather to commune with Him in agreement.
III. Abide In God’s Presence (Psalm 84:10-12)

A. A Day In God’s Presence (v. 10)
(Psa 84:10)  For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

This declaration can only be understood by the believer that has experienced the unutterable joy of basking in the imminent presence of God as worship is offered up in His house.  One day of living connected to the Source of Life is far more to be cherished than any number of days without Him.  To merely open the door for fellow worshippers is a place to treasure, to which free access to all the world can offer cannot begin to compare.
B. God Is Good (v. 11)

(Psa 84:11)  For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

We not only have the inimitable privilege of meeting together to worship the Creator of heaven and earth, He sweetens the deal by being good to us.  We don’t have to worship from guilt and fear.  We can commune with Him in peace and childlike trust of His beneficent nature.  All He asks of us is our submission and obedience.
C. Trusting and Abiding (v. 12)

(Psa 84:12)  O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.

We receive a host of benefits from regularly attending church and willingly participating in worship and exaltation of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  However, the only reason for coming to His house, that will stand the tests of time, circumstances, and eternity, is that He, God, is there.  Let’s run to His house, just because we get to spend time with Him!
