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Alive In Christ

I. Complete In Christ (Colossians 2:6-15)

A. Avoid Deceptions (vv. 6-8)

(Col 2:6 KJV)  As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him:

(Col 2:7 KJV)  Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

(Col 2:8 KJV)  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.

Paul had a solemn exhortation for the church at Colossae.  They had received the bona fide truth from Christ.  It was their very life and breath.  They would grow if they obeyed and rooted themselves in he True Vine.  They would be spoiled and unfit for use if they embraced the “new” truth.  Actually, the deceptive philosophy Paul was confronting only sounded new, but it was based on old lies.
B. Complete and Alive in Christ (vv. 9-12)

(Col 2:9 KJV)  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

(Col 2:10 KJV)  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

(Col 2:11 KJV)  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

(Col 2:12 KJV)  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Christ is all we need and all He says He is.  We are set apart and sanctified by His holiness, and eternally alive by His resurrection.  Only God Who is fully God could do this for us.
C. Made Free by Christ (vv. 13-15)

(Col 2:13 KJV)  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

(Col 2:14 KJV)  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

(Col 2:15 KJV)  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

We can know our history, but we cannot change it.  We can change our future, but we cannot know it.  Jesus came and took upon Himself the penalties of our unchangeable history, providing us with a glorious destiny for our unknowable future.  He negated the powers of darkness over us, exposing them with His Light and rendering them impotent.
II. Dead To Legalism (Colossians 2:16-23)

A. Choose Reality, not Shadow (vv. 16, 17)

(Col 2:16 KJV)  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:
(Col 2:17 KJV)  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.

If Satan cannot seduce us into abandoning our faith, he will attempt to destroy our effectiveness by persuading us that we must satisfy certain rituals and observances to please God.  We can become wrapped up in ritual and form, forgetting the simplicity and power of the Gospel.  On the other hand, our modern society encourages us to concentrate on entertainment and stimulation, to the point that we have no time and no place to hear the voice of the Spirit in our lives.  We become powerless and vulnerable to the drawing of the world because our faith becomes nothing more than one more item in our busy schedules.
B. Reject Man-Made Religion (vv. 18, 19)

(Col 2:18 KJV)  Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,

(Col 2:19 KJV)  And not holding the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.

It is vital to our eternal destiny, that we remain committed to faith in Christ as the only begotten Son of God.  We cannot offer worship to anything or any one else, or we become guilty of idolatry.  Paul was confronting a philosophy that relegated Jesus to the status of an angel, and that worshipped angelic beings.  We have no life without the power of Jesus in His rightful place on the throne.  Man-made spirituality is a con job on our souls.
C. Abstain From Legalism (vv. 20-23)

(Col 2:20 KJV)  Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

(Col 2:21 KJV)  (Touch not; taste not; handle not;

(Col 2:22 KJV)  Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

(Col 2:23 KJV)  Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

False religions generate a sense of rightness by requiring certain vital observances.  People are often passionately committed to these false faiths.  We are free to live by the promptings of the Holy Spirit, with the Gospel as revealed in the Word.  Rituals and religious works satisfy our minds and bodies, making us “feel” holy, but we are to live by faith, not feelings.
III. Risen With Christ (Colossians 3:1-4)

A. If You Be Risen With Christ (v. 1)

(Col 3:1 KJV)  If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

If we are properly focused on Jesus as He has revealed Himself in His Word, we will not be ambushed by new philosophies that seem to offer an easier way to heaven.
B. Live by a New Affection (vv. 2, 3)

(Col 3:2 KJV)  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

(Col 3:3 KJV)  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

The latest entertaining movies and books, the latest games and sport pursuits, the most current political wranglings do nothing to bring us to Christ or make us like Him.  We must love Him more than we love the world we live in, for the two are usually at odds.  Dead men do not respond to their environment.  Our behavior and mindset must be determined by the life we have in Jesus only. 
C. With Christ at His Coming (v. 4)

(Col 3:4 KJV)  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

Jesus is coming back for a people that loves being with Him.  What do we love?  Is our faith in Christ our life, or merely an enlightening philosophy that keeps us polite and mannerly?
