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Amazing Care of Our Creator
I. God Knows Us Intimately (Psalm 139:1-6)
A. God Knows Our Thoughts (vv. 1, 2)

(Psa 139:1)  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.> O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.

(Psa 139:2)  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

In this psalm, David expresses his view of God as omniscient.  This term simply means that God knows all.  He knows the sweeping changes that occur in the stars and nebulae of the visible universe, and He knows the next meal of the ants in my backyard.  He knows the stretch of history everywhere from His word of creation to the final consummation of time, and He knows just what small word or deed will arrest my attention and lead me to a particular line of thought. There is no event, condition, or process microscopic or galaxy-sized that escapes His attention or evades His understanding.
B. God Knows Our Deeds (v. 3, 4)

(Psa 139:3)  Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.

(Psa 139:4)  For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.

For David, the most important aspect of God’s omniscience was how it related to him personally.  That should be our major focus also.  We have no power to control or modify the forces that interact in intergalactic space, and we can’t change the laws that govern chemistry and physics, but we have been gifted with the freedom to make personal behavioral choices, so what matters most is not what God knows about the universe in general, but, what He knows about us in particular.  What does God know about you?
C. God Knows Where We Are (vv. 5, 6)

(Psa 139:5)  Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.

(Psa 139:6)  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.

Knowledge alone of a thing may satisfy the knower, but it doesn’t affect the known until the knower applies his knowledge to the known.  Sounds a little complicated, but we practice this everyday.  I may know my child needs help in a situation and know how to help them, but my knowledge does my child no good if I don’t apply my knowledge to their situation by passing on information or advice or by taking specific action.  Deists believe God basically set His universe in motion and configured the principles that make it work, then left it to itself and now only observes without intervention.  We are not Deists.  David was not a Deist.  David knew that God applied His knowledge about David and constantly manifested His power and provision in David’s life.  David also knew that he would never wrap his limited cognitive abilities around the acts of God on his behalf.
II. God Is Always Near Us (Psalm 139: 7-12)
A. God Is Inescapable (vv. 7, 8)

(Psa 139:7)  Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

(Psa 139:8)  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.

Every aspect of God’s nature we is interwoven with all His other traits.  If God were omniscient but not omnipresent and omnipotent, He would know all things but be limited in His ability to do anything about what He knows.  These two verses powerfully express the all-pervading presence of God in His creation.  Men that have tried in past centuries to understand this part of His nature on their own invented the pagan belief called animism, which says that God is in all of creation so worshipping a rock is the same as worshipping God.  Yes God is in the rock, but it doesn’t make the rock God.  He holds the very universe together at the sub-molecular level by His presence, but the universe is not Him.
B. God Rules Everywhere (vv. 9, 10)
(Psa 139:9)  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

(Psa 139:10)  Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

David continues the thought here of God’s all-pervading presence, and he ties it together with the sovereign will and power of God.  Sin and the consequences of sin often obscure our view of the prevailing kingship of the Creator.  The fact is, God rules everywhere He is.  He only restrains His sovereignty to lovingly afford us the latitude to serve Him or not serve Him by choice and not by constraint.  Strange places and situations have no power to intimidate the believer that knows his place in God.
C. God Sees Everything (vv. 11, 12)

(Psa 139:11)  If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.

(Psa 139:12)  Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.

How we would change our behavior if we only took these verses to heart!  No obstacle or covering interferes with the all-seeing eyes of the Father.  He knows when we are diligently seeking to obey Him, and He sees the details of our rebellion and rationalizations as we practice and excuse our sin.  The obedient believer can rest under the ever-watchful eye of God, but the deliberately rebellious should take warning from these verses.
III. God Cares For Us ( Psalm 139:13-24)
A. God Created and Sustains Us (vv. 13-16)

(Psa 139:13)  For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.

(Psa 139:14)  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

(Psa 139:15)  My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

(Psa 139:16)  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.

David knew only what most adults knew in his day about the processes of conception and birth, but under the supernatural prompting of God’s Spirit he described the status of the unborn, developing human life in these verses.  He was known and loved by Jehovah when he was an incomplete fetus unable to live on his own yet.  Life is valuable to God.  Abortion assumes the primacy of one human life over another, based solely upon development and independent awareness.  These are artificial perceptions intended to justify rank murder for convenience and personal whim.
B. God’s Care for Us Is Marvelous (vv. 17-22)

(Psa 139:17)  How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!

(Psa 139:18)  If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.

(Psa 139:19)  Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.

(Psa 139:20)  For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.

(Psa 139:21)  Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?

(Psa 139:22)  I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.

Why does knowing that God knows all about us really matter?  Silly question of course.  It matters in all that we are or need, because His knowledge of us is matched by His love for us.  God cares about us!  Our present existence and our eternal destiny ride upon His unselfish compassion for our state.  He knows we need Him, and He has provided us with the open path to His throne.  He wants us to pray, not because He needs to listen to determine our needs, but because we need to ask and build relationship with Him.
David was so passionate in his desire to serve the One that knew him so well; he was offended and insulted by those that treated God with anything less than true respect and worship.  He wanted nothing to do with the deliberately sinful, and he described those that failed to keep the name of God in due respect as the enemies of God.  That should cause us to re-think some of the easy by-words and phrases that slip into our conversation.
C. God Leads Us to Everlasting Life (vv. 23, 24)

(Psa 139:23)  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

(Psa 139:24)  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

David desired the pleasure of God so much that he pled with God to inspect, judge and instruct his heart so that he would find life in his Maker.  Are we willing to be so open with our Father and Savior?  He knows us anyway, so why not cast ourselves at His feet and allow Him to make us like Himself?
