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Asa:  Strength In God
I. Remove Sin And Idolatry (2 Chronicles 14:1-12)

A. Idolatry Outlawed (vv. 1-5)

(2Ch 14:1 KJV)  So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years.

(2Ch 14:2 KJV)  And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God:

(2Ch 14:3 KJV)  For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high places, and brake down the images, and cut down the groves:

(2Ch 14:4 KJV)  And commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment.

(2Ch 14:5 KJV)  Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the images: and the kingdom was quiet before him.

Abijah was the son of Rehoboam, who was himself the son of Solomon.  Rehoboam was foolish and headstrong, losing ten of the tribes to Jeroboam because he chose to listen to the advice of the youths he grew up with, instead of the counsel of the elder statesmen.  He and Judah suffered for his rebellious choices to refuse the lordship of Jehovah and go his own way.  Abijah evidently saw and determined he would walk with God.  He reigned a short time, but Judah and Benjamin were blessed for his obedience to God.  Asa received good teaching in the ways of wise rulership and applied them when he became king.  It is critical for believers to deliberately and constantly pass on their faith and convictions to the next generation. If we do not, a few will still find God and be faithful to Him, but most of our offspring will be lost, and we will be responsible for our negligence.  The darker the society we live in, the more important it is that our children see us live in opposition to the darkness and walk in the light of truth.  Abijah evidently failed to eradicate the insurgent idolatry from the land, but Asa realized there would be no good future for his people unless they turned wholly and completely to Jehovah.
B. God-Given Peace and Prosperity (vv. 6-8)

(2Ch 14:6 KJV)  And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; because the LORD had given him rest.

(2Ch 14:7 KJV)  Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and make about them walls, and towers, gates, and bars, while the land is yet before us; because we have sought the LORD our God, we have sought him, and he hath given us rest on every side. So they built and prospered.

(2Ch 14:8 KJV)  And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand: all these were mighty men of valour.

God gave Asa and the nation peace for a time.  Peace is always a blessing from God, and we have far too few days of national peace, even in these days.  Asa was wise enough to know that the peace would be transient, so he commanded Judah and Benjamin to prepare defenses and train regiments of soldiers for the future.  Wise preparation does not display lack of faith.  Jesus talked about counting the cost of choices before embarking on new exploits.  We should prepare for the worst and hope for the best, in simple country language.
C. God Defends Judah (vv. 9-12)

(2Ch 14:9 KJV)  And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah.

(2Ch 14:10 KJV)  Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

(2Ch 14:11 KJV)  And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, O LORD our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude. O LORD, thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee.

(2Ch 14:12 KJV)  So the LORD smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled.

Asa made preparations for trouble, but the trouble that came was more than anyone had anticipated.  He led a badly outnumbered army, but his faith in God was strong.  He had done what he could do, now it was up to Jehovah to move on their behalf.  As happened over and over in the history of Judah and Israel, the army of Judah prevailed because God gave them the victory.

II. Draw Close To God (2 Chronicles 15:1-19)

A. Encouraged by God’s Prophet (vv. 1-7)

(2Ch 15:1 KJV)  And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded:

(2Ch 15:2 KJV)  And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.

(2Ch 15:3 KJV)  Now for a long season Israel hath been without the true God, and without a teaching priest, and without law.

(2Ch 15:4 KJV)  But when they in their trouble did turn unto the LORD God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them.

(2Ch 15:5 KJV)  And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the countries.

(2Ch 15:6 KJV)  And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of city: for God did vex them with all adversity.

(2Ch 15:7 KJV)  Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak: for your work shall be rewarded.

The nation, weakened under Rehoboam by rebellion and idolatry, had turned a corner and was returning to God, but this process did not happen overnight.  It was time for encouragement and instruction from God through His prophet.  God wanted them to remember their history and realize that absolute devotion to Him would be blessed with success and victory, but turning away would bring the same curse of sin the nation had already suffered in past years.  We would be wise to listen and  heed the words of these verses.  America will be blessed again with strength and peace when we decide to return to the faith this nation was founded upon.
B.  Devotion to God Strengthened (vv. 8-11)
(2Ch 15:8 KJV)  And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the cities which he had taken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the LORD, that was before the porch of the LORD.

(2Ch 15:9 KJV)  And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the LORD his God was with him.

(2Ch 15:10 KJV)  So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.

(2Ch 15:11 KJV)  And they offered unto the LORD the same time, of the spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep.

Asa took responsibility as leader of his people and initiated spiritual reforms, calling the nation to holiness and revival.  Hope is renewed when men seek after God.  He will listen, just as He promised these people He would.  The nation saw their deliverance in following the commands of Asa, as God prospered his efforts.
C. Renewing Covenant With God (vv. 12-19)

(2Ch 15:12 KJV)  And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul;

(2Ch 15:13 KJV)  That whosoever would not seek the LORD God of Israel should be put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman.

(2Ch 15:14 KJV)  And they sware unto the LORD with a loud voice, and with shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets.

(2Ch 15:15 KJV)  And all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he was found of them: and the LORD gave them rest round about.

(2Ch 15:16 KJV)  And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he removed her from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook Kidron.

(2Ch 15:17 KJV)  But the high places were not taken away out of Israel: nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days.

(2Ch 15:18 KJV)  And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels.

(2Ch 15:19 KJV)  And there was no more war unto the five and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa.

This was not a superficial leaf turning for the erstwhile prodigal nation.  They sought Jehovah with passion and determination, even decreeing death for anyone that refused to return to the covenant of God.  God honored their sincerity and responded to their repentance.  Asa made a hard choice, even deposing his own mother because of her idolatry.  Not all was perfect, as Asa did not make a 100 percent renewal by destroying every vestige of idol worship, for unknown reasons.  The chronicler says his heart was perfect toward God.  Possibly, leaving the high places was not his decision.  The temple was again made the center of national devotion to Jehovah.  God gave the nation peace for 21 years.
III. Rely Only On God (2 Chronicles 16:1-14)

A. Failure To Trust God (vv. 1-6)

(2Ch 16:1 KJV)  In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

(2Ch 16:2 KJV)  Then Asa brought out silver and gold out of the treasures of the house of the LORD and of the king's house, and sent to Benhadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying,

(2Ch 16:3 KJV)  There is a league between me and thee, as there was between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from me.

(2Ch 16:4 KJV)  And Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel; and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelmaim, and all the store cities of Naphtali.

(2Ch 16:5 KJV)  And it came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that he left off building of Ramah, and let his work cease.

(2Ch 16:6 KJV)  Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah.

Twenty-one years can be seen as a long time in one person’s lifetime.  It is not so long however that we are permitted to take the favor of God for granted.  Something happened to Asa in this extended period of peace in Judah.  Perhaps he began to believe the peace and stability was due to his ability and wisdom.  When trouble with the Northern Kingdom began to brew, Asa failed to seek God for the solution.  He came up with his own scheme of playing one nation against another for his profit. He even took the vessels dedicated to the service of God and used them to bribe Benhadad to attack Israel.  Cynical diplomacy usually comes back to bite the manipulator.  We have seen it in our own history.  No matter how big the problem we face, the wisest choice is to take it to God and trust Him for answers that are truly wise.
B. Rebuked for Not Trusting God (vv. 7-10)

(2Ch 16:7 KJV)  And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand.

(2Ch 16:8 KJV)  Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on the LORD, he delivered them into thine hand.

(2Ch 16:9 KJV)  For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars.

(2Ch 16:10 KJV)  Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people the same time.

God sent a prophet to rebuke Asa for his willful independence.  He reminded Asa of His help in times past, when the king had a heart to seek God first.  The result of this foolish statecraft would be the end of peace and the beginning of war and troubles.  Asa had drifted far from his former devotion to Jehovah.  He had developed such pride in himself that instead of repenting, he punished the messenger and abused the people he had formerly desired to protect and serve.  This radical change would not end well for the backsliding king.
C. Asa’s Tragic End (vv. 11-14)

(2Ch 16:11 KJV)  And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel.

(2Ch 16:12 KJV)  And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the LORD, but to the physicians.

(2Ch 16:13 KJV)  And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign.

(2Ch 16:14 KJV)  And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries' art: and they made a very great burning for him.

It is perhaps symbolic that Asa was stricken with a foot disease.  He had walked well, until he chose the path of pride, now every step was painful for him and for Judah.  Even in the extremity of disease he stubbornly sought human solutions for his problems.  He died as all men die, and he was honored in his death for the good things he had done.  Unfortunately, most of those positive things were nullified by his late-life rebellion against the God that had set him on the throne to be the spiritual champion for his people.  Few things are more tragic than a faithful believer that later turns against his faith, becoming an enemy of God and His kingdom.  God is no respecter of persons.  He will judge every man for rebellion against Him, no matter the good that person did in former times.  On the other hand, He will faithfully forgive us without regard to our past when we repent, giving us a future of life and relationship with Him, forgetting our beginnings, and making us new in Him.
