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Assurances Of The Believer

I. Assurance Of Overcoming Faith (1 John 5:1-5)

A. We Believe in Jesus Christ (v. 1)

(1Jn 5:1)  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

We are living a world that is frankly falling apart.  Almost nothing and nobody appears to be stable or trustworthy.  Every day brings new disappointments, new surprises, most of them unpleasant, and new cause to dread the future.  Is there really anything we can still trust these days?  The answer is a resounding yes!  As believers we are blessed with truths that will stand firm in the midst of global chaos, keeping us grounded, giving us peace, and  showing us the unchanging love of the Father and the Son.  The beginning point of this stability and assurance is our faith in the Word of God and our acceptance of His plan for our lives.

B. We Obey God’s Commandments (vv. 2, 3)

(1Jn 5:2)  By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

(1Jn 5:3)  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

Love in the kingdom of God is not categorized and fragmented.  It is the outpouring into us of the very nature of God Himself, overflowing to all people, believers and non-believers alike.  If we love God, we WILL love others.  If we obey God, we WILL serve and minister to others.  All humans have lapses of selfishness.  It's part of our sin nature we have to confront daily.  However, we cannot live a habitual life of self-centeredness and remain obedient believers.  The recurring, persistent desire to lift up others for them and for the glory of the Father, assures us of our relationship with Him.

C. We Overcome the World (vv. 4, 5)

(1Jn 5:4)  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

(1Jn 5:5)  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

We have no strength of character sufficient to prevail against the current of depravity, or to stand in the midst of brutal attacks against our bodies, minds, or spirits.  The strength we need flows from our relationship with the Son as we are washed in the blood and filled with His Spirit.  He is our Overcomer, He is our Victor in all situations.  We are assured to overcome because we are His.

II. Assurance Of Eternal Life (1 John 5:6-13)

A. God Validates Our Faith (vv. 6-8)

(1Jn 5:6)  This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

(1Jn 5:7)  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

(1Jn 5:8)  And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

The plan of salvation is not a personal project idea One of the Trinity cooked up in an idle moment, for want of something better to do. We are subject to whimsy and wasted thoughts, not God.  The Father, Son, and Spirit were and are integrally committed to our redemption and eternal salvation.  We are the beneficiaries of a team effort.  We exist as believers in harmony with God, washed in the Water of the Word of the Father, made righteous by the Blood of the Son, and empowered for service by the indwelling Spirit.
B. We Believe God’s Testimony (vv. 9, 10)

(1Jn 5:9)  If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.

(1Jn 5:10)  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.

When we choose to listen to the witness and counsel of men, we are like schoolchildren advising each other when neither of them knows anything useful to begin with.  Our assurance and peace comes from listening to the mind and will of God only.  Faith opens the door for truth to flood our souls from the One who is Truth.
C. We Know We Have Eternal Life (vv. 11-13)

(1Jn 5:11)  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

(1Jn 5:12)  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

(1Jn 5:13)  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

John records the facts as they really are.  There is a God; He is not only real, but He is interested in our welfare.  Through His love He has given us the gift of eternal life, accessed through faith in the Son.  We have eternal life if we believe in the person and work of Jesus.  No ifs, no exceptions.  This truth is both an awesome assurance and an incentive to continue in faith.

III. Assurance Of Confidence In God (1 John 5:14-21)

A. We Have Answered Prayers (vv. 14, 15)

(1Jn 5:14)  And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:

(1Jn 5:15)  And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Many pagan religions consist of finding ways to appease a deity or persuade it to grant some need or wish.  These false religions have ritual, we have promises fulfilled.  They have sacrifices of fear, we have surrender to One Who sacrificed Himself for us.  They have vain repetitions, we have the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous.  They have effort without avail, we have the imminent and present interventions of the Creator on our behalf.  They have persistent uncertainty, we have unshakeable confidence.
B. We Have Forgiveness of Sins (vv. 16, 17)

(1Jn 5:16)  If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.

(1Jn 5:17)  All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.

In Christ we have forgiveness.  A holy God will not countenance sin, and we cannot approach Him in our depravity.  Jesus is our Advocate to the Father, giving us pardon we don’t deserve and life we did not earn.  We even have the high privilege of seeking mercy for a fellow believer and seeing mercy granted. Assurance of forgiveness is a necessary component of our life.
C. We Are Children of God (vv. 18-21)

(1Jn 5:18)  We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

(1Jn 5:19)  And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.

(1Jn 5:20)  And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

(1Jn 5:21)  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Lastly, we have the assurance that even though we are in this world of sin and death, we can live apart from the world.  Salvation gives us freedom to choose life and righteousness and blessing by our obedience.  The Light of the world has opened our eyes to truth and exposed the hidden evils of sin.  The wisdom of God has given us understanding of His purpose for us.  The last verse is key, not a mere afterthought.  In John’s day idols were many and common.  So they are today.  Not gold and silver mythological deities from the Roman and Greek pantheons, maybe, but idols nonetheless.  Pleasure, power, social status, greed for material things, these are the modern idols that rob believers of the assurances of their faith.  Let’s keep the faith, and the assurances are assured.
