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Baptism In The Holy Spirit
I. Receiving The Spirit Baptism (Luke 11:13; Acts 1:12-14; 2:1-4; 8:14-17)

A. Praying to Receive the Spirit (Luke 11:13; Acts 1:12-14)

(Luk 11:13 KJV)  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
The baptism of the Spirit is a gift from a loving gracious Father.  Jesus had not specifically promised the coming of the Spirit to His disciples at this time, but He was teaching them the greatest treasures of heaven would be theirs because the Father loved them with a perfect love.  We do not have to beg the Spirit to fill us.  We only have to present ourselves in faith as willing vessels for Him to dwell in.

(Act 1:12 KJV)  Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.

(Act 1:13 KJV)  And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.

(Act 1:14 KJV)  These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

The disciples followed the last instructions of Jesus and went back to Jerusalem to prayerfully await the coming of the Spirit.  Obedience is the outward expression of belief.  They agreed together to believe the promise and persist until its fulfillment.  The Spirit fills obedient vessels.
B. The Spirit Received at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)

(Act 2:1 KJV)  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

(Act 2:2 KJV)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

(Act 2:3 KJV)  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

(Act 2:4 KJV)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Pentecost held great meaning for the Jews.  It was an acknowledgment of the blessings of God on the people and a celebration of the season of reaping the harvest.  The perfection of God’s timing is obvious.  The Spirit’s descent upon the believing disciples marked the birth of the Body and Bride of Christ, the earthly, human implementation of God’s final harvest.  That harvest has been taking place for almost two thousand years now.  The Spirit came in the tangible manifestations of heat, light, a roaring power, and supernaturally motivated messages spoken in languages the disciples did not know.  He still comes with these manifestations, even though we do not always experience the tangible sights and sounds.  When He comes, He will always express His presence in us.
C. The Spirit Received After Pentecost (Acts 8:14-17)

(Act 8:14 KJV)  Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

(Act 8:15 KJV)  Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:

(Act 8:16 KJV)  (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)

(Act 8:17 KJV)  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Was the infilling of the Spirit meant to be a unique experience, not to be repeated for subsequent believers?  The evidence is quite strong that the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost initiated a paradigm shift in God’s interaction with believers.  The Old Testament is filled with examples of baptism in the Spirit occurring for a select few upon whom God had placed unique critical callings for service.  Peter proclaimed the change in his Pentecost message.  From that day forward, the Spirit would be available for all who would believe in Jesus.  The Samaritans had believed in Jesus, but they were not at Jerusalem on Pentecost.  The apostles taught them about the Spirit baptism, then prayed for them and saw them receive Him just as the disciples did in the upper room.  This was confirmation of Peter’s proclamation.  There are several other examples in the book of Acts that under gird this view of continued access and experience for believers.
II. Evidences Of Spirit Baptism (Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:6, 7; Galatians 5:22-25)

A. Speaking With Other Tongues (Acts 2:4; 10:44-46)

(Act 2:4 KJV)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

(Act 10:44 KJV)  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word.

(Act 10:45 KJV)  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

(Act 10:46 KJV)  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter,

After Pentecost, the coming of the Spirit upon new believers was accompanied by similar signs of His presence.  The household of Cornelius received and spoke with tongues, amazing the Jewish disciples that witnessed the event.  He still fills us today and signals His presence with tongues.  There are different types of tongues.  The disciples on Pentecost spoke in the many languages of the Jews gathered in Jerusalem.  Sometimes the language is nothing humanly recognizable.  The common characteristic is that it is motivated and expressed under the control of the Spirit.  If we are willing to relinquish control and let Him speak, He will speak for Himself, saying what He wants to say, to whom He wants to speak.
B. Tongues and Prophesying (Acts 19:6, 7)

(Act 19:1 KJV)  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,

(Act 19:2 KJV)  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

(Act 19:3 KJV)  And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.

(Act 19:4 KJV)  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

(Act 19:5 KJV)  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

(Act 19:6 KJV)  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

(Act 19:7 KJV)  And all the men were about twelve.

This event happened years after Pentecost.  The twelve men were sincere, but they did not know all the truth yet.  As soon as they did, they believed in the sacrificial atonement of the blood of Christ, then received the Spirit.  Again, they spoke with tongues and also prophesied, speaking the words of the Spirit in understandable language.  Paul talked about the desirability of prophecy as a witness to unbelievers.  The Spirit can express Himself in a multitude of ways.  The key is for the receiving believer to allow Him to act out His will.  The Spirit will choose for Himself how He works through us in gifts, always with the purposes of carrying the Gospel to unbelievers and equipping other believers for the same task.
C. Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25)

(Gal 5:22 KJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

(Gal 5:23 KJV)  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

(Gal 5:24 KJV)  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

(Gal 5:25 KJV)  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

The gifts of the Spirit are tools for ministry.  The fruit of the Spirit are outgrowths of the Spirit’s transforming work in us.  The Spirit is not a mere tool of power, to be used as we see fit.  He is God, preeminent or not there at all.  If He lives in us He will faithfully and deliberately conform us to the image and character of Jesus.  The fruit grows and ripens as He changes our nature.  Trying to minister in the gifts of the Spirit while resisting the will of the Spirit is a path that leads to uselessness and death.
III. Living A Spirit-Filled Life (Acts 4:31-35; 9:31; Ephesians 5:15-21)

A. Continually Filled With the Spirit (Acts 4:31-35; 9:31)

(Act 4:31 KJV)  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

(Act 4:32 KJV)  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

(Act 4:33 KJV)  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

(Act 4:34 KJV)  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

(Act 4:35 KJV)  And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

(Act 9:31 KJV)  Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.

Contrast the behavior of the early church with that of the newly freed Israelites at Sinai.  The Israelites saw great manifestations of the power of God also.  They responded with grumbling and rebellion.  They acted like willful sinners, because that is what they were.  The New Testament church had been washed inwardly by the cleansing blood of Christ and then filled with the Spirit.  They walked differently because God changed them, making them different inside.  That is the real power and miracle of the Spirit-filled life.  We can truly be new creations in Christ Jesus, and the indwelling Spirit maintains and grows our relationship from the inside out.
B. Be Filled With the Spirit (Ephesians 5:15-18)

(Eph 5:15 KJV)  See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

(Eph 5:16 KJV)  Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

(Eph 5:17 KJV)  Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
(Eph 5:18 KJV)  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

Paul is urgently exhorting the Ephesian church to live out the gift they were given.  We have no excuse for adopting the death dealing attitudes or behaviors of the world around us.  We have access to the very throne room of the Father.  His life, His will, His plans are to be our life, our will, and our plans.  Seeking fulfillment in the sorry offerings of carnal pursuits is not to be our goal.  
C. Spirit-Filled Living (vv. 19-21)

(Eph 5:19 KJV)  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

(Eph 5:20 KJV)  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

(Eph 5:21 KJV)  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

We will act differently if we live in the Spirit.  When our behavior does not match the promptings of the Spirit, we will repent and change if we are choosing to live in the Spirit.  We will exhibit faith and truth in our speech, and we will deliberately adopt habits that promote our relationship to God.  We will live in unity and mutual submission to other believers, recognizing and respecting the authorities God has placed over us.  We will crucify the tendencies to rebellion and self-will that all human beings deal with.  People around us will take note of our “strange” ways.  Sometimes our witness will invite persecution and derision, and sometimes it will draw unbelievers to the Gospel.  That is the overriding purpose of Spirit-filled living.  We are to be Christ’s hands, feet, and mouth to our unbelieving friends, family, and strangers needing help.
