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Baptism In The Holy Spirit (Pentecost)
I. Baptism in the Spirit Foretold (Acts 1:4-8)

A. Promised by the Father (vv. 4, 5)

(Act 1:4 KJV)  And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
(Act 1:5 KJV)  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
Jesus was about to depart physically from His disciples, leaving them with the task of obeying the Great Commission.  No man or human group could accomplish this job with mere human skills.  Jesus, the Son of God, did not minister in His humanity alone, and they certainly could not do what He would not do.  They were willing, but powerless.  The first priority in their immediate future was to wait on something outside their personal experience. Obedience to the Great Commission would be impossible without this necessary prior step.
B. Questioned About the Future (vv. 6, 7)

(Act 1:6 KJV)  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

(Act 1:7 KJV)  And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.
Jesus met with His followers repeatedly during the 40 days between His Crucifixion and Ascension.  The minds of the disciples were full of speculation and uncertainty.  At least some of them imagined that the risen Lord would immediately fulfill the all the Messianic promises of the Old Testament and establish His eternal rule on earth.  He was quick and firm in His response.  The Father was in control of the timeline and would do as He planned without fail.
C. Promised by Jesus (v. 8)

(Act 1:8 KJV)  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
He steered their minds back to the overriding obligation He had already put into their hands.  We are impatient creatures at our best.  God has a plan.  His plan will be accomplished.  The question for us is this; will we be participants in His plan or be left out because we want it our way?  We must live obediently in the moment, with a view of hope for the future.
II. Baptism in the Spirit Received (Acts 2:1-13)

A. Received at Pentecost (vv. 1-4)

(Act 2:1 KJV)  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

(Act 2:2 KJV)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

(Act 2:3 KJV)  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

(Act 2:4 KJV)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The disciples went back to Jerusalem after seeing Jesus ascend and hearing the words of the angels.  They assembled in an upper room, spending their time in fellowship and prayer.  One hundred twenty believers waited for the promise in agreement.  Why did the Father wait ten days before sending the Spirit?  The tenth day was Pentecost, an important holiday in the Jewish calendar.  It was a harvest festival, thanking God for His blessings and offering the firstfruits to Him.  It was also a commemoration of the giving of the Law, specifically Moses bringing down the law from Mount Sinai.  It was to be observed fifty days after Passover.  God tied the Passover to the Crucifixion, and He tied the Jewish Pentecost to the coming of the Spirit and the birth of the Church.
As there was wind, thunder, and fire on Sinai, denoting the presence of Jehovah, so the Spirit came with tangible sounds and fire.  He is the same Presence, but now instead of our worshipping Him from afar, separated by sin, we live with Him, justified by the eternal Lamb of God.
B. Evidence of the Spirit’s Coming (vv. 5-11)

(Act 2:5 KJV)  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.

(Act 2:6 KJV)  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language.

(Act 2:7 KJV)  And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?

(Act 2:8 KJV)  And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?

(Act 2:9 KJV)  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,

(Act 2:10 KJV)  Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,

(Act 2:11 KJV)  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.

The Spirit expressed Himself with power and clarity, so that all knew He was there.  Language barriers, cultural barriers, emotional barriers fall before the penetrating Truth when the Spirit controls the message.  That is why the gospel can be taken to all who will hear.  The only barrier the Spirit cannot or will not penetrate is our willful disbelief.
C. What Does This Mean?  (vv. 12, 13)

(Act 2:12 KJV)  And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?

(Act 2:13 KJV)  Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

Some began to search for the truth of this strange phenomenon, while others skeptically dismissed it.  There will always be both good ground and bad ground for the Seed of the Gospel.

III. Spirit Baptism for All Believers (Acts 2:14-18, 37-39)
A. Prophecy Fulfilled (vv. 14-16)

(Act 2:14 KJV)  But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:

(Act 2:15 KJV)  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.

(Act 2:16 KJV)  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

It was not usual to be drunk by 9 AM.  Peter, emboldened by the Spirit, defended the believers as recipients of a supernatural event, promised by Joel.
B. The Holy Spirit Poured Out (vv. 17, 18)

(Act 2:17 KJV)  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

(Act 2:18 KJV)  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

Peter quoted the passages from Joel and then preached an uncompromising message without regard to his safety and without a thought of avoiding offense.  It was enough to speak the truth as the Spirit prompted his words.  It is always enough to speak as we are prompted by the Spirit.  He will use those words to open hearts and ears and change lives, if we are not afraid to open our mouths.
C. The Promise to All Believers (vv. 37-39)

(Act 2:37 KJV)  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

(Act 2:38 KJV)  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

(Act 2:39 KJV)  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

God convicted the listening Jews, who sincerely believed the message Peter preached.  Over 3 thousand were saved on that day.  How could the words of one man have such power?  The key was not the man, the key was in the man.  The Spirit is able to energize willing witnesses to carry His Word so that lives are transformed and eternal destinies changed.  He did it on that day, and He does it on every day we are willing to be used by Him.
