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Be Faithful To Christ
I. Walk In Truth (2 John 1:1-3)

A. To the Elect Lady (v. 1)

(2Jn 1:1)  The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;

Faithlessness is a deeply rooted sickness in modern society.  More than half of all marriages end in divorce.  The courts are packed with lawsuits stemming from failures of companies and individuals to keep their word.  The financial markets continue to reel as more mortgages default and financial institutions are found to be robbing investors of their life savings.  In the modern “pragmatic” culture, breaking one’s word is a small thing, and everybody does it.  We serve a God Who is eminently and flawlessly faithful in all His doings.  He expects His followers to be like Him.  Our relationship with Christ stands on His faithfulness to us, but we will only reap the rewards of the relationship if we remain faithful to Him.
This short letter from John to the church (or an individual) is an encouragement and exhortation to faithfulness.  Before we can be faithful we must know what to be faithful to.  We cannot survive by following lies.  Where do we find truth?  God’s Word is truth, and all real truth will agree with the Word.
B. For the Truth’s Sake (v. 2)

(2Jn 1:2)  For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.

There many motivations for seeking and knowing the truth.  John encourages his readers to know the truth for truth’s sake.  In other words, we should love truth and hate lies.  This motivation can only come from a heart that loves truth.  The human heart is not truthful of itself.
(Jer 17:9)  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

The heart that loves truth for truth’s sake is a transformed heart, changed by the blood of Jesus.
C. Blessings of Truth and Love (v. 3)

(2Jn 1:3)  Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

We desperately need grace, mercy, and peace from God.  He freely grants us grace when we fail, mercy when we fall, and His peace when our world is in chaos.  We receive these gifts as we follow Him in truth, motivated by the love He places in us.  We are blessed in Him when we choose to be faithful to Him.
II. Walk In Obedience (2 John 1:4-6)

A. Rejoicing Over Obedience (v. 4)

(2Jn 1:4)  I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

In the Bible, belief and obedience are integral to each other.  Saying we love and seek truth means zero, if our words aren’t backed up by sincere obedience.
Luk 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say? 

Joh 14:21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. 

Joh 15:10  If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 

B. Continue in Obedience (v. 5)

(2Jn 1:5)  And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.

Jesus taught His disciples that their love for each other was the hallmark of their unity and the provenance of their love for Him.  Christ does not dwell in a heart that refuses to love.  Everything we do and bear witness of to the world starts with loving Him and loving others.
Joh 13:35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

C. Obedience Proves Love (v. 6)

(2Jn 1:6)  And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

John goes even further in this passage.  Love is a verb, more than a noun.  True love leads to action, specifically, obedience to the commands of Christ.  We will certainly fail, certainly fall short frequently, but if we truly love God our mind and spirit will be set on obeying Him as a lifestyle, not as an occasional vacation from our self-centeredness.
III. Abide In Christ’s Doctrine ( 2 John 1:7-13)

A. Protect Your Reward (vv. 7, 8)

(2Jn 1:7)  For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

(2Jn 1:8)  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

The Father, Son, and Spirit are not passive in their relationship with us.  We receive far more from God than we could ever give.  Truth comes from Him always.  If we follow Jesus in love and obedience, He leads us to truth congruent with the Word and applicable to every situation we encounter in our daily walk.  He will expose deceit and sin and protect the truth and life He has placed in us.  There are multitudes of voices in the world, all clamoring for our attention.  In Him we can know what to listen to.
B. Reject Deceivers (vv. 9-11)
(2Jn 1:9)  Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

(2Jn 1:10)  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

(2Jn 1:11)  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

We are not supposed to treat the world with contempt, rather, we are to show love without participating in the sin.  John is specifically addressing the deceivers, those that claim Christ but live and teach lies, in these three verses.  We are not to even fellowship with such people.  That means we will be often viewed as narrow minded or old fashioned, but that is okay.  It is not people we are living for.  We live for the truth in Christ.
C. Concluding Words (vv. 12, 13)

(2Jn 1:12)  Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

(2Jn 1:13)  The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.

John could not express his full heart in this short letter.  Since we don’t know exactly who he was writing to, we also cannot know whether he was able to fulfill his wish to see them face to face.  John, like the other writers of the New Testament, could not put into writing all the things God revealed to them.  We can trust however that the letters we have from them contain everything God purposed for us to have.  The Word is complete in that sense.  The Spirit takes the Word as we study it and expands it into our particular circumstances, as if it were written then just for us.
John expressed his heart to encourage faithfulness.  The church needed this encouragement, for the days ahead would be filled with brutal persecution and the constant temptations of sin and corruptions of the Gospel.  We need this encouragement also, for we face challenges different in appearance but having the same deplorable goals of stealing our faith and robbing people of eternal life.  We must remain faithful!

