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Be Filled With the Spirit

I. Filled With the Spirit (Numbers 11:24-29; Acts 2:1-4; 16, 17)

A.
Gift of the Spirit Foreshadowed (Numbers 11:24-29)

(Num 11:24)  And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the tabernacle.

(Num 11:25)  And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.

(Num 11:26)  But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp.

(Num 11:27)  And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp.

(Num 11:28)  And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them.

(Num 11:29)  And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the LORD'S people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them!

This passage is powerful and interesting as it relates to the Spirit’s filling of individuals under the Old Testament paradigm.  Numerous accounts throughout the Old Testament show that God would sovereignly choose men and women to accomplish His purpose, and as part of this choosing He would fill them with His Spirit, some for brief periods of time, others for virtually a lifetime.  The infilling of the Spirit was clearly not available to the masses of believers before Jesus came to live and die.  In this story, God literally took a measure of His presence He had gifted Moses with, and bequeathed it to the seventy elders gathered at the tabernacle and chosen to help Moses govern Israel.  Two other men, whether they were officially part of the seventy or not is not clear, were also filled in the camp.  Joshua wanted to zealously protect the sacredness of this event and limit it to the environs of the tabernacle.  Moses restrained him with a declaration of a prophetic desire that would be literally fulfilled 1500 years later in Jerusalem.

B.
Coming of the Spirit (Acts 2:1-4)

(Act 2:1)  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

(Act 2:2)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

(Act 2:3)  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

(Act 2:4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

The believing disciples that had weathered the pain of the crucifixion and had clung to the risen Lord in faith were gathered in obedience to the final commands of Jesus.  We don’t know how long they were willing to wait as the Lord had commanded them, but the record shows they waited as long as God had determined they should wait.  There is a tremendous lesson in this for us.  Satan and our personal impatience will fight all attempts to patiently wait on the promises of God.  Rest assured however that God will only ask us to wait long enough.  Those periods of waiting will be longer than we hope and shorter than we fear.

The coming of the Spirit on the waiting disciples made all the waiting worthwhile.  Their patient obedience allowed them to be part of a universe-shaking change in the way God related to men.  Words cannot adequately capture the import of this moment in the world of humanity.

C.
The Spirit Poured Out (Acts 2:16, 17)

(Act 2:16)  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

(Act 2:17)  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

Peter preached a powerful, convicting message of the Gospel to the curious throngs on Pentecost.  The skeptical and cynical dismissed the disciples as crude drunks.  Peter, in his own understanding, could not explain the impact or meaning of what had just happened.  He allowed the words of an Old Testament prophet to speak to the awesome truth of God’s plan for His children.  God had promised through Joel the Spirit to all that would believe on Jesus.  The coming and indwelling of the Holy Spirit was no mere added benefit of salvation.  The personal presence of the third member of the Trinity is the crowning seal of redemption for every believer, the legal assurance of past cleansing and future deliverance.
II. Spirit-Filled Living (Acts 2:41-47; Ephesians 5:18-21; Galatians 5:22-25)

A.
Living in Christian Community (Acts 2:41-47)

(Act 2:41)  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

(Act 2:42)  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.

(Act 2:43)  And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

(Act 2:44)  And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

(Act 2:45)  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.

(Act 2:46)  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

(Act 2:47)  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

The reality of living life possessed by the Spirit was as radical a change from the “norm” as was the manner of His coming to live in the believers.  Nothing, not personal relationships, not attitudes about possessions and wealth, not even selfish seeking after bodily needs, could resist the changes the Spirit wrought in each disciple.  The evident supernatural healings and miracles underscored the deep transformation every believer underwent as they simply and obediently walked in the Spirit as the newly birthed Church.  Every believer was a dynamic witness to the reality of Christ and the resurrection, and the church exploded in numbers.
B.
Engaging in Spiritual Worship (Ephesians 5:18-21)

(Eph 5:18)  And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

(Eph 5:19)  Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

(Eph 5:20)  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

(Eph 5:21)  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

Paul is not referring to the over consumption of alcohol as “excess,” but to all the behaviors and bad choices alcohol incites in people.  No boundary is unbreachable to the drunk.  Increasing the levels of alcohol in the blood decreases a person’s self-control and moral judgment about what is appropriate or even intelligent.
Being filled with the Spirit is the only “high” that will make you more restrained in your personal behavior and more mature in your choices.  This “high” can be maintained for years without bodily damage; in fact, the promise of healing and provision can make a Spirit-filled believer healthier in body, soul, and mind.  We can bask in the warmth of the Spirit daily by choosing to follow Him in our appetites and our communications, feeding on uplifting truth and song, praying and ministering selflessly to fellow believers.
C.
Bearing the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25)

(Gal 5:22)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

(Gal 5:23)  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

(Gal 5:24)  And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

(Gal 5:25)  If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

The Spirit brings with Him some tools no believer can be without.  These tools are known as the fruit of the Spirit.  As these fruits mature in us we mature as disciples and people of the Cross, for they cannot bloom in us unless we crucify the carnal nature that wars against the fruits.  Living in the Spirit is not some spiritual vacation, but a life of pressing in to the Spirit’s will for us.
III. Spirit-Filled Unity And Service (Acts 4:31-35; 2 Corinthians 3:5, 6)

A.
Speaking the Word With Boldness (Acts 4:31)

(Act 4:31)  And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

The Spirit endued the believers with a reckless passion for telling others about Jesus.  Their safety and comfort was of little consequence to them.  When they were arrested and threatened, they sought God more boldness and the validation of their message to those that would hear.  God heard and responded to their outcry with a visitation that affirmed their faith anew.  He will do the same for us, if we are willing to pay the cost to put him first no matter what those around us think of our proclamation.

B.
Of One Heart and One Soul (Acts 4:32-35)

(Act 4:32)  And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

(Act 4:33)  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

(Act 4:34)  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold,

(Act 4:35)  And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.

The servanthood and selfless mindset of the Jerusalem church was not an early attempt at some socialist paradise.  The believers truly saw themselves as being born into the Body of Christ, the Church.  As members of that Body, all their lives and possessions became one with the Body, and they willingly surrendered all they could to the needs of the Body.  They truly believed that Jesus would return imminently, so why would they be concerned with personal wealth or leaving an inheritance to the following generation?  It is not implied anywhere that God required such complete surrender, on the contrary, in the incident with Ananias and Sapphira, Peter made it clear that the things God had given them were theirs to dispose of, without any strings.  They simply chose from love and servanthood to bless each other with what they had to give.  How much ministry could be done if the visible church of today was this committed to each other?
C.
Serving by God’s Sufficiency (2 Corinthians 3:5, 6)

(2Co 3:5)  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;

(2Co 3:6)  Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

Paul was one of the greatest of the apostles of Christ, without question.  His sacrificial obedience to the Gospel has reverberated down the last 20 centuries with the result that literally billions of believers have benefited from his life.  Nevertheless, he was the first to say that in himself was no good thing.  He declared in the book of Philippians that he could do all things through Christ.  The Spirit within him empowered the ministry that flowed through him. The only contribution Paul made to the equation was the same offering we can and must make.  Like him, we must be willing and obedient disciples.  The rest is up to the Spirit that indwells us.  We are effective in bringing to a dark world the light and life of Christ solely because the Spirit takes the Word and makes it live in us and in our mouths.

