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Be Holy
I. Commanded to Live Holy (Leviticus 20:7, 8; 1 Peter 1:15, 16)

A. Consecrate Yourself to God (Leviticus 20:7)

(Lev 20:7)  Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.

This is a heavy lesson.  We need to understand what the command in this verse is really saying.  Holiness is the practice and pursuit of living with and in the character of God.  Most of us at some point suffer internal conflicts when we consider the high calling of God to be holy.  We hear the command, and our spirit yearns to obey, but the pragmatism of the flesh intrudes with the rebel yell “I can’t live like that!”  God never imposes impossible requirements on His human children, for although He is flawless, He also knows we are not.  How then do we obey in our brokenness of flesh?
The answer is found in a partnership unique to the plan of God for man’s salvation.  This partnership consists of first the grace of God, then the soul-cleansing atonement of the blood of Jesus, and finally of our sincere willingness to follow Him in obedience.  The Holy Spirit brings these three elements together in each of us to grow the character of the Father in us.  Thus, we reach for the unreachable, the perfection of God’s holiness, and He sees our willing effort as the fulfillment of His command.
B. Do What God Commands (20:8)

(Lev 20:8)  And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you.

God is faithful to provide the grace, and the blood of Jesus is available to all that believe.  Why then are not all people that claim to be Christians bearing the fruit of holiness?  The third component is often missing or applied only partially.  We keep finding reasons to walk according to our personal agendas, rather than His, and the quality of holiness becomes stunted in our lives as we manifest our character instead of His.  Sanctification is both positional and practical.  Positionally we are sanctified at salvation.  Practically, He works in us along with our obedience to cleanse our hearts and lives for His service.  Sanctification is not possible without the work of God, and will not happen without our permission and compliance.  
C. Be Holy Because God is Holy (1 Peter 1:15, 16)
(1Pe 1:15)  But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;

(1Pe 1:16)  Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

God’s call to holiness was not abrogated or discarded with the fulfillment and passing of the Old Covenant.  In fact, He expects believers under the New Covenant to access His indwelling Spirit and achieve more success in this area than the Israelites could under the Law.  The presence of the Spirit as Teacher, Guide, and Comforter empowers our spiritual growth in ways most of the Old Testament saints could not experience.  We have less excuse to live unholy lives than did they.
II. Instructions For Holy Living (Leviticus 20:1-6, 9, 10; Colossians 3:5-11; Titus 2:11, 12)

A. God Opposes Unholy Living (Leviticus 20:1-6, 9, 10)

(Lev 20:1)  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

(Lev 20:2)  Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel, Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel, that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of the land shall stone him with stones.

(Lev 20:3)  And I will set my face against that man, and will cut him off from among his people; because he hath given of his seed unto Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and to profane my holy name.

(Lev 20:4)  And if the people of the land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his seed unto Molech, and kill him not:

(Lev 20:5)  Then I will set my face against that man, and against his family, and will cut him off, and all that go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people.

(Lev 20:6)  And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people.

(Lev 20:9)  For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be upon him.

(Lev 20:10)  And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

Reaching toward holiness in our lives requires that we willingly set into place some core principles of practical living, for holiness is internal before it can become external, but it will manifest externally.  God gave Israel a laundry list of practical applications of His character.  The foundational principles found in these commitments apply to us as well.  The summary of these commands are found in the Ten Commandments.  God is serious about His children expressing His character.  In this passage, God imposes the most severe consequences upon the transgressors.  He would make examples of them to prevent the cancerous spread of evil among His people.
B. Instructions to Christians (Colossians 3:5-11)
(Col 3:5)  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry:

(Col 3:6)  For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience:

(Col 3:7)  In the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them.

(Col 3:8)  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.

(Col 3:9)  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;

(Col 3:10)  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

(Col 3:11)  Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

In different words and phrases, the emphatic boundaries of behavior expressed in Leviticus are propounded in the New Testament writings.  The major difference in the two sets of instructions is that the heaviest emphasis in Leviticus was on the outward behaviors, while the emphasis in the New Testament is on the internal motivations that produce the behaviors.  Holiness that begins inside will certainly make a difference outside.
C. Grace Teaches Godly Living (Titus 2:11, 12)

(Tit 2:11)  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

(Tit 2:12)  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

Why should we live holy?  Because the inimitable love of the Father has given us grace to reach for holiness.  Grace originates from holy God, therefore it is never provided as license for unholy living.  The grace of God applied by the blood delivers us from servitude to sin.  We can actually make the choice for holy living, instead of merely wishing we could.
III. Motivation For Holy Living (Deuteronomy 7:6-11; Hebrews 12:14, 18, 22-28)

A. God’s Love Inspires Holy Living (Deuteronomy 7:6-11)
(Deu 7:6)  For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth.

(Deu 7:7)  The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people:

(Deu 7:8)  But because the LORD loved you, and because he would keep the oath which he had sworn unto your fathers, hath the LORD brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the house of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

(Deu 7:9)  Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;

(Deu 7:10)  And repayeth them that hate him to their face, to destroy them: he will not be slack to him that hateth him, he will repay him to his face.

(Deu 7:11)  Thou shalt therefore keep the commandments, and the statutes, and the judgments, which I command thee this day, to do them.

God told the Israelites of His love for them and His faithfulness to the covenant with Abraham.  His faithfulness was to be a motivator for their faithfulness.  He also wanted them to realize that His justice would be exacted on all that refused to live as He instructed.  The law under which we interact with the Father has changed since, but He has not.  He loves us without end or limits, but He will deal with our refusal to live holy if we turn from Him.  We can love Him because He first loved us, and we will live holy because we fear Him with a holy fear.
B. Holy Living is Essential (Hebrews 12:14)

(Heb 12:14)  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:

The writer of Hebrews is even clearer on the subject of the necessity for holiness.  We will never stand in the presence of a loving Father if we do not live holy.  That is a rough bit of knowledge to take in, but we must know it is true.
C. Christian Privileges Inspire Holy Living (12:18, 22-28)
(Heb 12:18)  For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

(Heb 12:22)  But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,

(Heb 12:23)  To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,

(Heb 12:24)  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel.

(Heb 12:25)  See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:

(Heb 12:26)  Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

(Heb 12:27)  And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain.

(Heb 12:28)  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

Hebrews contains some of the most stirring affirmations of the higher and better path found through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, coupled with clear warnings against disobedience.  We are blessed with greater life and larger privileges in the New Covenant than any prophet, priest, or saint ever had under the Old.  Higher privileges come with greater responsibility.  We will be held accountable for failing to live as the new creation He saved us to be.  Holiness is not optional.  The expression of the character of God in us, in our thinking and in our behavior is absolutely expected of us if we claim the Name of Christ.
