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Being Children Of God
I. Leads to Righteous Living (1 John 3:1-9)

A. Transformation Purifies (vv. 1-3)

(1Jn 3:1)  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

(1Jn 3:2)  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

(1Jn 3:3)  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

The Jews did not generally think of themselves as children of God, when Jesus came to live among men.  Jesus revealed to them a new perspective.  He showed them that Jehovah desired to be their Father and grant them a family relationship.  Because of the finished work Christ has done for us, whether Jew or Gentile, we can be His children, His sons and daughters.  A family that operates as God intended, develops a closeness with each other that is not freely given to those outside the family.  Such communion strengthens children and parents and enables them to face and overcome outside attacks and challenges together.  Our sonship with God is the highest privilege we can be granted in this life and in eternity.  The blood that seals our sonship also separates us from the darkness of the world, and sets us on a path of becoming like our Father.  He wants us to be like Him, but we have to let Him change us.  Sanctification is choosing to be consecrated to God, and therefore allowing Him to cleanse and make us holy.
B. Christ Makes Us Righteous (vv. 4-7)

(1Jn 3:4)  Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

(1Jn 3:5)  And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.

(1Jn 3:6)  Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.

(1Jn 3:7)  Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.

The essential expression of our family relationship and family resemblance to the Father is our obedience to His will and law.  We cannot claim to be His children if we choose to live as if we don’t know Who He is.  Postmodernism tells us any “truth” we choose to believe is equally valid to all others.  Postmodernism is a black lie of Satan.  The Father has made it possible for us to be His sons, but only if we accept that His truth is the only truth.
C. New Birth Makes the Difference (vv. 8, 9)

(1Jn 3:8)  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

(1Jn 3:9)  Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

Being born again does not make us perfect, but it points our heart to God and righteousness.  If we are born again we will desire to follow the Father and we will have the freedom from bondage to sin, so that we can effectively make that choice for God.  A habitual life of transgression shows that our heart is not really changed and we are not the children of God we claim to be.
II. Is Manifested Through Love (1 John 3:10-18)

A. God’s Children Love (vv. 10-12)

(1Jn 3:10)  In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

(1Jn 3:11)  For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.

(1Jn 3:12)  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.

God is love, so His children will necessarily exhibit the same trait in abundance.  Hatred and malice toward others is not only sin, but it blocks us from fellowship with the Father.  We can convince ourselves at times that our hatred is justified, but we are only deceiving ourselves.  As sons of God we will speak in love, act in love, and pray in love. 
B. Love Issues From Life (vv. 13-15)

(1Jn 3:13)  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.

(1Jn 3:14)  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

(1Jn 3:15)  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

The love of God and the life of God are inseparable qualities.  If we have His life in us we also have His love to give to others.  It is not a negotiable condition.  If we hate others we are dead ourselves, no matter how we personally feel about the issue.
C. Genuine Love Is Active (vv. 16-18)

(1Jn 3:16)  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

(1Jn 3:17)  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

(1Jn 3:18)  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

Love is most properly a verb, not a noun.  We love with active expressions of love.  The love Jesus gave us was sacrificial, so the love His children give should be the same.  Do we love without expectation of return?  He did.  Do we love when we know it will bring us pain?  He did.  Do we love to give life and hope?  He did.
III. Gives Confidence Toward God (1 John 3:19-24)
A. Living Free From Condemnation (vv. 19-21)

(1Jn 3:19)  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.

(1Jn 3:20)  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

(1Jn 3:21)  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.

We know we are His sons and daughter because He says we are.  We can be confidant of our sonship as we walk in love and obedience.  Even in those times we feel distant, unworthy, or inadequate, we have the Word to assure us of the Father’s love and fellowship.  Presenting ourselves daily before Him in willing repentance and humility will bring the joyful confidence we belong to Him.
B. Living Pleasing to God (vv. 22, 23)

(1Jn 3:22)  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

(1Jn 3:23)  And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

As His children we have the astounding promise that He will give us everything we need as we ask in faith.  This is not for strangers and enemies to the Gospel.  He asks of us that we believe in Him and love each other. Human parents are troubled when their children fight among themselves.  The Father wants us to be in unity in His family.
C. Living in Relationship With God (v. 24)

(1Jn 3:24)  And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

Obedience to the will and Word of the Father is the badge of our relationship with Him.  The indwelling Spirit is the Seal of the relationship.  The Spirit leads us congruent with the Father’s will for us, teaches us the deep truths of the Father’s plans for us, empowers the authority of the Father in us, and directs us to the Father’s calling to service in us.
As sons and daughters of God, we have all the privilege, access, power, authority, and responsibility that come with being in God’s family.  Let’s live on this earth as lights in the darkness, shedding the love and life of God around us daily.  If we do this the world will know we belong to the Father.

