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Being The Body of Christ
I. Redefined Relationships (Matthew 12:46-50; Luke 14:26-33)

A. Who Is Related to Christ? (Matthew 12:46-50)

(Mat 12:46)  While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him.

(Mat 12:47)  Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.

(Mat 12:48)  But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?
(Mat 12:49)  And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!
(Mat 12:50)  For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.
We think of family as a group unit based on inherited relationships by birth, or of legally recognized covenant bonds as in marriage and adoption.  Modern social understanding tries to include relationships based on depraved sexual interactions.  The Bible is our guide in this as in any other realm of human life.  Family flows from God, both physically and spiritually.  If God doesn’t define your particular relationship as family, then it is not family.  Jesus spent considerable time teaching the novel concept of the kingdom of God being a family unit.  Life comes from God.  As He is the Source of life, so is He the Creator of family relationships, because family is about life lived and passed to the next generation.   Jesus used the moment when His physical family sought to reach Him, to illustrate the necessity of being in God’s family.
B. Loving Christ Above All Others (Luke 14:26, 27)

(Luk 14:26)  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.
(Luk 14:27)  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
Family relationships in the kingdom of God presuppose a love relationship.  God gives life and loves those to whom he offers that life.  We are His family only if we accept His love and return it to Him.  Being His means we follow Him and refuse to put anything or anyone before Him.  He gave all He had for us, and He expects us to give all we are to Him.
C. The Cost of Discipleship (vv. 28-33)

(Luk 14:28)  For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?
(Luk 14:29)  Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,
(Luk 14:30)  Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.
(Luk 14:31)  Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?
(Luk 14:32)  Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
(Luk 14:33)  So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.
If we are to be part of the family of God, His body, the Church, it is vital that we accept the cost of that commitment.  He does not want us to be blind to the implications of our choice, because we would very likely find ourselves unwilling to follow through.  Salvation is a free gift, but the cost of a relationship with Christ is simply everything we are and want to be.
II. Christians Are Interdependent (1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

A. The Church Is One Body (vv. 12-14)

(1Co 12:12)  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.

(1Co 12:13)  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

(1Co 12:14)  For the body is not one member, but many.

We are built from our very genetic foundations to need to be part of something bigger than ourselves.  A quick look at society reveals the lengths to which we go to form groups and connect with like-minded people.  God made us that way.  Without Him the urge is often perverted and we seek out friends that help us destroy ourselves.  God made a plan to satisfy our need to belong and also fulfill our highest purpose in Him.  His plan is the Bride, the Body of Christ, the Church.  Fellowship in the Body leads us to be much more than we could ever be alone.  It is the Spirit that cements together the members, different from one anther but committed to the same Truth and the same Savior.
B. Every Member Has a Purpose (vv. 15-18)

(1Co 12:15)  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

(1Co 12:16)  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

(1Co 12:17)  If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

(1Co 12:18)  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

Each of us needs the other members of the Body, and each of us have gifts to share with the Body.  Our diversity, through the grace and wisdom of the Spirit, will complement each other and draw us closer.  If we follow Jesus with willing obedience, He will plug us into the exact place He has planned for us all along.
C. Every Member Is Important (vv. 19-27)

(1Co 12:19)  And if they were all one member, where were the body?

(1Co 12:20)  But now are they many members, yet but one body.

(1Co 12:21)  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.

(1Co 12:22)  Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

(1Co 12:23)  And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

(1Co 12:24)  For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

(1Co 12:25)  That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.

(1Co 12:26)  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

(1Co 12:27)  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

God did not design a Church of clones.  The mission of the Church is one in purpose, but immensely varied in ways to accomplish it, so we are to apply the disparate gifts God places in us as He directs.  None of us are less important or more vital to the ministry of the Body than another.  There is no room for arrogance and prideful competition.  The members that seem to be less attractive and less important should receive more honor and respect.  Unity in love and labor will perpetuate the Gospel and bring souls to God.
III. Assume Responsibility For One Another (Galatians 6:1-10)

A. Help One Another (vv. 1, 2)

(Gal 6:1)  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.

(Gal 6:2)  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

Being a member of the Body of Christ is an awesome privilege that brings with it an enormous responsibility.  As Jesus loved us and gave Himself for us, we must love and care for each other without selfishness.  Each of us will need that support at some point in our lives.  Intercession, encouragement, and provision for needs are part of our obedient walk with God.
B. Prove Your Own Work (vv. 3-5)

(Gal 6:3)  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

(Gal 6:4)  But let every man prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.

(Gal 6:5)  For every man shall bear his own burden.

There is no place in the Body for copouts and malingering, or for control and manipulation.  Pride and self-will are the two most damaging vices the Church has had to confront in itself for two thousand years.  We are nothing without God, so taking credit for what we do or where God has placed us is simply self-deception.  God will deal with us individually for how we allow or do not allow Him to use us to build up the Body and forward its mission.
C. Do Good to All (vv. 6-10)

(Gal 6:6)  Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.

(Gal 6:7)  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

(Gal 6:8)  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

(Gal 6:9)  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

(Gal 6:10)  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Faithfulness brings rewards.  Sowing commitment brings a harvest of provision and blessing.  Just as surely, unfaithfulness brings a harvest of pain and loss.  Endurance based on hope and faith will open the doors of heaven in our lives, so let us be faithful, unified members of the Body of Christ.  He does and will take note and bless us accordingly.
