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Benefits Of Salvation From Sin
I. Peace With God (Romans 5:1-11)

A. Justification by Faith (vv. 1-5)

(Rom 5:1 KJV)  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

(Rom 5:2 KJV)  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

(Rom 5:3 KJV)  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

(Rom 5:4 KJV)  And patience, experience; and experience, hope:

(Rom 5:5 KJV)  And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

Salvation is first positional; in other words, we are moved from death to life and changed from sinner to saint by the sovereign work of God.  We do not earn the position; it is by grace through the shed blood of Jesus accessed by faith in His sacrifice.  God sees us as clean and innocent, guiltless under the blood.  No act of man’s will can do this for us.  Being set in the position of sainthood opens the throne room of God to us and gives us the opportunity to commune with Him and grow in discipleship.  The same trials of life that dragged us down before now build us up in Christ.
B. Deliverance by Grace (vv. 6-9)

(Rom 5:6 KJV)  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

(Rom 5:7 KJV)  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.

(Rom 5:8 KJV)  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

(Rom 5:9 KJV)  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

We do not deserve grace.  For that matter, we deserve nothing good in life except judgment.  Every positive event or development comes by the unmerited favor of God.  The grace of God reached out to us when there was every reason to consign us to hell without recourse.  The most able human beings cannot save or deliver themselves from the earned payday of death for sin.  Salvation provides deliverance from the expected destruction, and it came at the price of the life of the Lamb of God.
C. Reconciliation to God (vv. 10, 11)

(Rom 5:10 KJV)  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.

(Rom 5:11 KJV)  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

Death always begins in the spiritual realm for human beings, before it manifests in the physical, because death is the separation from life.  The Source of life is God.  When sin comes we are barred from partaking in His life, and the effects eventually kill our physical bodies.  Reconciliation to God restores the connection to life in God, and then it really does not matter if our physical body dies, because we will live in Christ for eternity.  To atone means to pay a penalty for wrongdoing.  Jesus paid our penalty so we can live.
II. Life Through Christ (Romans 5:12-21)

A. Reigning in Life by Christ (vv. 12-17)
(Rom 5:12 KJV)  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

(Rom 5:13 KJV)  (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.

(Rom 5:14 KJV)  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.

(Rom 5:15 KJV)  But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.

(Rom 5:16 KJV)  And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification.

(Rom 5:17 KJV)  For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

The rebellious act of Adam consigned all of us, quite without our consent, to death.  Death and dying is so ingrained in our souls and minds that not dying is considered abnormal.  Taking on the life of Christ frees us to think in terms of true living.  For those that do not know Him, the life they think they have is analogous to the antics of a marionette on a string.  We may laugh at the comedic behavior of the puppet and forget that some one unseen is pulling the cords, but it is nonetheless true.  True life and freedom to live comes only through salvation.  Adam’s sin brought us death, but Jesus’ sacrifice brought us resurrection.
B. Living in Christ’s Righteousness (vv. 18, 19)

(Rom 5:18 KJV)  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

(Rom 5:19 KJV)  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

We can do nothing to achieve righteousness (right standing before God) by our effort.  The way God sees us is determined solely by the presence or absence of the atoning blood of Jesus on our soul.  We can certainly choose to walk away from the gift after receiving it, but only He can give it in the first place.  Adam lost his and our abiding righteousness by disobedience; Jesus gave it back to those that accept the gift by faith.  The moment we think we can do anything to make God love us or earn His favor, we lose sight of grace.
C. Living by Grace (vv. 20, 21)

(Rom 5:20 KJV)  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:

(Rom 5:21 KJV)  That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.

The gift is not free.  Grace is without cost to us, but it cost the Father the life of His Son.  We don’t need just a little grace, we need tons of it.  The awesome truth is that there is more than enough grace for all our needs.  Our sin was great, our guilt was great, and our need was great.  The grace of Jesus Christ was greater.  How is it that we can even hope to live after violating the fundamental holiness of God?  Only by His grace.
III. Freedom From Sin (Romans 6:1-22)

A. Dead to Sin (vv. 1-7)

(Rom 6:1 KJV)  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?

(Rom 6:2 KJV)  God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

(Rom 6:3 KJV)  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

(Rom 6:4 KJV)  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

(Rom 6:5 KJV)  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:

(Rom 6:6 KJV)  Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

(Rom 6:7 KJV)  For he that is dead is freed from sin.

Superficial, carnal Christians rationalize their continued involvement in sin by thanking God for grace that covers their habitual rebellion.  They totally miss the point of grace.  Grace gives us the room, the latitude to make right choices, walking in obedience while knowing that continuing grace will cover the falls and mistakes of imperfect lives.  Grace is never a vehicle for license.  Basically, grace ends when repentance becomes false.
B. Alive Through Christ (vv. 8-14)

(Rom 6:8 KJV)  Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:

(Rom 6:9 KJV)  Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.

(Rom 6:10 KJV)  For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.

(Rom 6:11 KJV)  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

(Rom 6:12 KJV)  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.

(Rom 6:13 KJV)  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

(Rom 6:14 KJV)  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

When we die physically, we no longer participate in the activities of normal life.  We stop whatever we were doing, no matter how important it was to us in life.  Every one that expected our presence or interaction has to deal with our absence.  Paul tells us that when we find life in Christ we die to sin, meaning that we delete sin and sinful choices from our days and nights, turning to the life walk with Jesus.  Of course, Paul also acknowledged his own struggles to achieve this goal.  As long as we breathe air and inhabit the clay we now live in, we will not perfectly exterminate sin, but as long we sincerely pursue that goal in discipleship to Christ, the grace of God will be abundant when we stumble on the way.
C. Servants of God (vv. 15-22)

(Rom 6:15 KJV)  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.

(Rom 6:16 KJV)  Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

(Rom 6:17 KJV)  But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.

(Rom 6:18 KJV)  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

(Rom 6:19 KJV)  I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

(Rom 6:20 KJV)  For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.

(Rom 6:21 KJV)  What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.

(Rom 6:22 KJV)  But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

The Christian life is never to be a large empty hole of existence, from which we have extracted everything displeasing to our Lord.  We abandon rebellion to live in obedience to Jesus, learning how to walk in a new direction and putting our brand new knowledge to work.  Our life is a life of servant ministry.  We should become focused on selfless living, cultivating the fruit of the Spirit, guided by the wisdom of God, and choosing life and truth that completely replaces the death and deception that formerly occupied our minds and hearts.  The Christ-life can be more exciting than anything we have ever experienced before.  Learning to step out on faith and venture into risky opportunities at the behest of the Spirit of God is a hair-raising but growing experience.  The certain end of life in Christ is……no end at all!
