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Call To Know God
I. Consequences of Rejecting God (Hosea 4:1-6)

A. God’s Indictment of Israel (vv. 1, 2)

(Hos 4:1)  Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.

(Hos 4:2)  By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.

Hosea prophesied in the Northern Kingdom in the decades preceding the invasion of the Assyrians and the captivity and deportation of Israel.  He was sent to preach warnings to deaf ears, much as Jeremiah would do 100 years later in Judah.  God used the marriage of Hosea to a promiscuous woman, as a visual lesson to Israel of His view of their faithlessness.  The Northern Kingdom had separated from Judah under Rehoboam, consolidating under a new king, Jeroboam.  Jeroboam established two centers of worship for Israel, to keep them from traveling to Jerusalem.  These places of worship centered around idols.  The worship of Jehovah was not a high priority, so evil flourished. 
B. Consequences of Evildoing (vv. 3-5)

(Hos 4:3)  Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away.

(Hos 4:4)  Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest.

(Hos 4:5)  Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother.

Because of sin, there would be no safety or stability for the nation. Israel was very strong and aggressive during much of the divided kingdom era, but their strength was an illusion and transitory.  No nation can endure without acknowledging God as Lord.  That is why all nations begin strong, have their day in the sun, then degenerate, weaken and fall, to overcome by another nation that goes through the same hopeless pattern.  Even our own nation is experiencing this cycle, although we had the opportunity to be different.  If God is not placed back upon the throne of our national heart, we are as doomed as the ten tribes were.
C. Destroyed by Not Knowing God (v. 6)

(Hos 4:6)  My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.

Hosea’s message was targeted to some extent toward the priesthood that had supplanted the descendants of Aaron, and who were supposed to be spiritual leaders, guiding the people to the truth of the Law and the Covenant.  Instead, they had become tools of deception, supporting the pagan idol worship and deluding the nation into false beliefs.  Our society has become a  cesspool of depravity, encouraged by an assertive entertainment and media system fully intent on expunging God from everyday life.  We are being destroyed by the messages we listen to.
II. Tragedy of Sin (Hosea 4:7-12, 16, 17)

A. Increasing Sinfulness (vv. 7-9)

(Hos 4:7)  As they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame.

(Hos 4:8)  They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their iniquity.

(Hos 4:9)  And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward them their doings.

Israel was proud of its sin.  The more prosperous the nation became the more evil reigned.  Sounds like us today.  Our society is not a community that sins but that wants to become a better nation.  No, we fashion our evil to bring as much pleasure and profit as possible, while we enthusiastically devise new ways to violate moral laws.
B. Punishments of Sinfulness (vv. 10-12)

(Hos 4:10)  For they shall eat, and not have enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: because they have left off to take heed to the LORD.

(Hos 4:11)  Whoredom and wine and new wine take away the heart.

(Hos 4:12)  My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God.

Every aspect of life sickens and dies under the cloud of deliberate evil.  The things on which we depend for daily needs become unstable and unreliable.  The more we determine to depend on our self-will, the less return we have on our efforts.  In Israel’s case, to make things worse, the people sought answers to their difficulties from dead idols or sorcery, not wishing to deal with the God that would rebuke their rebellion.  Therefore, they were only hearing the truth they needed from the mouths of courageous prophets like Hosea.
C. Idolatry Rebuked (vv. 16, 17)

(Hos 4:16)  For Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer: now the LORD will feed them as a lamb in a large place.

(Hos 4:17)  Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.

The nation of Israel had set its mind and heart against the law and will of God.  It seems in the preceding verses and in verse 16 that God was expressing the hopelessness of persuading Israel to change, therefore they would not feel immediate consequences to their sin, until He brought final judgment down on them.  That may sound like a good thing to someone intent on rebellion, with no heart to do right, but when God leaves off chastisement because we won’t ever listen, the only thing left for us is catastrophic destruction with no way out or back from the brink.
III. Return to Knowing God (Hosea 6:1-6)

A. Repent and Be Spiritually Revived (vv. 1-2)

(Hos 6:1)  Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up.

(Hos 6:2)  After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.

There is always a remnant of people willing to listen to the wisdom of God.  For them, there would be restoration and healing.  Some of the people of the northern Kingdom migrated to Judah when Israel fell, and some were allowed to remain in the land.  It would never be the same strong nation again however.  God is a God of mercy, and He extends mercy even to those upon whom He has visited destruction for their sin.  Repentance, true repentance, is never forgotten or ignored by God.
B. Press On To Know God (v. 3)

(Hos 6:3)  Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.

Knowing God, believing in God, and obeying God, are functionally equivalent phrases in scripture.  God wants a relationship with the trusting and obedient souls, and His benefits and grace are freely available to those that are such.
C. What God Desires (vv. 4-6)

(Hos 6:4)  O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away.

(Hos 6:5)  Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth.

(Hos 6:6)  For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Both Ephraim (Northern Kingdom) and Judah (Southern Kingdom) were sinful and prone to wander away from God.  He was faithful to send the harsh truth they needed, rebuking and warning often.  He wanted them to know Him, and the only path to knowing Him was and is to obey Him.  Religious rituals done for their sake alone only get in the way, when they should be the outgrowth of a heartfelt commitment to the One worshipped.  Empty works done to ease our conscience so we can go walk in our self-will again, are a stink to God.  Knowing God means listening to and obeying God; knowing God means loving God and pursuing a relationship with Him.
