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Call To Show Mercy
I. Consequences Of Withholding Mercy (Obadiah 1:10-15)

A. Edom’s Cruelty to Israel (vv. 10, 11)

(Oba 1:10)  For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever.

(Oba 1:11)  In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them.

Obadiah was the earliest writing prophet in the Old Testament.  He carried a message of warning to one nation in particular; Edom.  Edom was descended from Esau, the older brother of Jacob.  It really seems from reading the historical and prophetic books of the Old Testament that the resentment Esau felt about Jacob’s stealing his birthright, filtered down through succeeding generations of his progeny.  Edom nursed a hatred and envy of Israel that persisted through centuries.  God told the Israelites to respect the lands and wishes of Edom as Israel migrated to Canaan from Egypt, but Edom manifested no such respect toward Israel.  The nation repeatedly took advantage of Israel’s trials and worsened her plight whenever they could, betraying them to their enemies and pillaging the weakened land.  Obadiah’s message to Edom was one of warning and rebuke.
Mercy is a virtue believers are to express daily.  Just because you can, doesn’t mean you should, even if you feel you have the right.  

B. Edom’s Treachery Toward Israel (vv. 12-14)

(Oba 1:12)  But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the day of their destruction; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of distress.

(Oba 1:13)  Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their affliction in the day of their calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity;

(Oba 1:14)  Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day of distress.

If Israel had a friend at all in the nations surrounding her, it should have been Edom.  On the contrary, Edom was a snake that attacked in ambush and struck down his weakened brother.
(Amo 1:11)  Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever:

God will judge anyone that treats others with malice.  We must never let our hurts drive us to retaliate or mistreat others.
(Rom 12:17)  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

(Rom 12:18)  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

(Rom 12:19)  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.

C. Edom’s Punishment for Being Unmerciful (v. 15)

(Oba 1:15)  For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head.

Because Edom chose to side with the enemies of God’s people against Israel, God would treat them as He would treat all of Israel’s enemies.  Edom finally disappeared as a nation, with the remaining people scattered among other nations.  In the New Testament they were known as Idumeans.  Herod the Great was an Idumean.  The dissolution that Edom wished for Israel became their fate.
II. God Abhors Oppression (Micah 2:1-5)

A. Scheming To Defraud (vv. 1, 2)

(Mic 2:1)  Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand.

(Mic 2:2)  And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage.

Mercy restrains all the dark appetites of the heart, keeping them from devouring the innocent and vulnerable.
Micah prophesied during the period just before and during the final fall of the Northern Kingdom.  Like Amos, he railed against the oppression of the weak and poor by the powerful and rich.  The wealthy practiced their cruelty without mercy, taking away the little the poor still possessed.  Many in our society live as these people did.  God will judge them as He judged the evil Israelites.  Jesus addressed this mindset as He taught his disciples.

(Mat 16:24)  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.
(Mat 16:25)  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.
(Mat 16:26)  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
B. Evil Rewarded With Evil (v. 3)

(Mic 2:3)  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.

Greed, malice, vengeance, and unmercifulness always come back on those that practice them.  God is absolutely faithful to reward us as we treat others, good or bad.  The tribes of the Northern Kingdom soon experienced the reaping of their evil sowing.
(Gal 6:7)  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

(Gal 6:8)  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

C. Ruined by Greed (vv. 4, 5)

(Mic 2:4)  In that day shall one take up a parable against you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and say, We be utterly spoiled: he hath changed the portion of my people: how hath he removed it from me! turning away he hath divided our fields.

(Mic 2:5)  Therefore thou shalt have none that shall cast a cord by lot in the congregation of the LORD.

Because of the selfish, Godless greed of the powerful in the Northern Kingdom, the ultimate physical penalties of the Law would be imposed on the land and people.  Instead of gaining what they wished they lost everything, without even the possibility of national restoration.  Israel corporately would survive, but the Northern Kingdom would never again arise.  We never win in sin.  Losing it all is the only inevitable option.  Thankfully, we never lose as obedient servants and believers.  No matter how bad things look for the present, the ultimate end of true faith in Christ is life and more life.
(Rom 6:23)  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

III. God Delights In Mercy (Micah 7:14-20)

A. God Cares for His People (vv. 14-17)

(Mic 7:14)  Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.

(Mic 7:15)  According to the days of thy coming out of the land of Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things.
(Mic 7:16)  The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf.

(Mic 7:17)  They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee.

Why does God require us to be merciful to others?  Because, He is merciful in His very essence.  Micah pronounced the judgment of the Lord on the sinning people, but he was allowed to also promise them a healing and hope.  The Northern Kingdom would not be restored, and Judah would also go into exile, but there was to be a restoration that included all the tribes, again identified as one people under Jehovah.  The mercy of God always shone brightest when the Israelites deserved the worst chastisement.  We are a sinful race, and without the mercy of God we would have no hope.
B. God’s Incomparable Mercy (v. 18)

(Mic 7:18)  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.

If the full measure of the justice of Jehovah had come down on the people of Israel, there would have been no room for a promise for the future.  If we received of Him just what we deserve, we would not be considering an eternity of life and blessing.  We deserve only death in its deepest most permanent application.  The mercy of God grants us an Advocate, the Lamb of God, and through Him we can hope and be comforted.  It is useful to consider that we have offended the only One with full right to destroy us, yet He chooses to do for us what only He can do, pardon us, redeem us, and wrap us in His righteousness.
C. God’s Amazing Compassion (vv. 19, 20)

(Mic 7:19)  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

(Mic 7:20)  Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.

Micah is reaching beyond the transient sin offerings of the Law in these verses.  They could not eliminate the sin guilt of the nation, only push it back another day, another year.  For the promise of verse 19 to be fulfilled, a Lamb of eternal efficacy must be offered.  We live daily as saints by virtue of the mercy of the Father, manifested through the acts of the Son.  If we want to imitate Christ as the Word commands us, we must express mercy to everyone around us.  God calls us to be a merciful people under Him.
