PAGE  
2

Consequences Of Sin
I. Alienation From God (Genesis 3:8; 22-24; Ephesians 2:2, 3, 12; 4:18, 19)

A. Fellowship With God Broken (Genesis 3:8, 22-24)

(Gen 3:8 KJV)  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

(Gen 3:22 KJV)  And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

(Gen 3:23 KJV)  Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

(Gen 3:24 KJV)  So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

God is Creator.  He sets the rules under by which His creation operates.  We are part of that creation, therefore we are subject to the laws and will of the Creator.  He is holy and has determined that any choice or act of thinking beings which violate His laws and will is also a violation on His holy nature, in other words, such choices or acts are sin.  Not really complicated.  If God says don’t and we say “I will anyway,” we have sinned.  If violating the will of the Creator brought no negative consequences to sinning creatures, then we would have to conclude that God has a will but no power to enforce it.  Punishing sin and blessing obedience displays God’s reality to mankind.  Sin will always bring consequences.
The first and ultimately the most destructive effect of sin is the breaking of fellowship and relationship with God.  One willful act changed the pattern of human interaction with God for the remainder of man’s history on planet earth.  Spiritual death was now a constant reality, so God graced the human race with physical death, closing access to the Tree of Life, so that we could find a way to escape the sin nature that plagues us for all our physical lives.

B. Without God in the World (Ephesians 2:2, 3, 12)

(Eph 2:2 KJV)  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

(Eph 2:3 KJV)  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

(Eph 2:12 KJV)  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

Living in sin means we are trying to successfully negotiate life without the guiding wisdom and life of God in us.  Although many people seem to have everything under control, in truth no one is very good at doing it all themselves.  The results of self-will eventually overtake the positive aspects of our lives and leave us broken and dying alone.  That can be easily observed both individually and corporately.
C. Without Spiritual Life (Ephesians 4:18, 19)

(Eph 4:18 KJV)  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

(Eph 4:19 KJV)  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

When we are dead to God, we are unable to see or know anything fully or from an unfettered perspective.  Our human understanding, created flawless but limited, was corrupted by sin so that now it is both flawed and limited.  Without God, science and other ways of learning can only go so far, and the body of knowledge accumulated without the mind of God will be warped and darkened.  That is why the most egregious life choices are celebrated as progressive and positive, while all boundaries to reasonable behavior are being attacked as narrow-minded and obsolete.  Surrendering to depraved appetites is seen now as the highest way to live.
II. Suffering And Death (Genesis 3:16-19; Romans 6:23; 8:20-23)

A. Trouble and Sorrow (Genesis 3:16-19)

(Gen 3:16 KJV)  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

(Gen 3:17 KJV)  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

(Gen 3:18 KJV)  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

(Gen 3:19 KJV)  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Try to think of one painful instance in your life that was not either the direct or indirect effect of your sin or some one else’s sin.  Even the disease and infirmities that seem to appear from nowhere to plague us had their beginnings in the willful choice of Adam and Eve.  God made His creation perfect, so every imperfection we encounter originated in individual or corporate sin, or from the global curse of sin on physical creation.
B. Sin Brings Death (Romans 6:23)

(Rom 6:23 KJV)  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Just as we work our jobs and expect a regular time of compensation, we can be assured that sin will pay us in death.  God told Adam this would happen.  We cannot rid ourselves of this payday any more than we can free ourselves from our sin nature.  The only deliverance from the payday of death is the gift of life through Jesus.  We earn our death daily, but our eternal life is a grace from the love of God to us.
C. The Curse of Sin (Romans 8:20-23)

(Rom 8:20 KJV)  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,

(Rom 8:21 KJV)  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

(Rom 8:22 KJV)  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.

(Rom 8:23 KJV)  And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

Paul tried to describe the bound and suffering state of creation in Romans chapter 8.  Sin is not just a human problem.  The pet dog died because of sin.  Crops fail because of sin.  Drought and famine, floods and storms, earthquakes and wildfires come because of sin.  There will be a day of deliverance for all of creation, the same Day we are finally delivered from sin’s rule.  This is not a 24-hour day, but the promised Day of the Lord, the final summation of judgment and restoration, a Day that will take more than one thousand years to complete.  This Day is vital to our eternal life with God, because sin has corrupted the whole of creation, not only the parts of it we see for ourselves.
III. Retribution In The Afterlife (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14; Luke 16:22-25; Matthew 25:31, 32, 34, 41, 46; Revelation 20:11-15, 21:8)
A. God Will Judge (Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14)

(Ecc 12:13 KJV)  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.

(Ecc 12:14 KJV)  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

B. Contrasting Everlasting Destinies (Luke 16:22-25; Matthew 25:31, 32, 34, 41, 46)

(Luk 16:22 KJV)  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
(Luk 16:23 KJV)  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
(Luk 16:24 KJV)  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.
(Luk 16:25 KJV)  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
(Mat 25:31 KJV)  When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
(Mat 25:32 KJV)  And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:
(Mat 25:33 KJV)  And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.
(Mat 25:34 KJV)  Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
(Mat 25:35 KJV)  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:
(Mat 25:36 KJV)  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
(Mat 25:37 KJV)  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?
(Mat 25:38 KJV)  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?
(Mat 25:39 KJV)  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?
(Mat 25:40 KJV)  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
(Mat 25:41 KJV)  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
(Mat 25:42 KJV)  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:
(Mat 25:43 KJV)  I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.
(Mat 25:44 KJV)  Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?
(Mat 25:45 KJV)  Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.
(Mat 25:46 KJV)  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
C. The Second Death (Revelation 20:11-15, 21:8)

(Rev 20:11 KJV)  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.

(Rev 20:12 KJV)  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.

(Rev 20:13 KJV)  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.

(Rev 20:14 KJV)  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

(Rev 20:15 KJV)  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

(Rev 21:8 KJV)  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
