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David At Worship
I. God Defers David’s Intention (2 Samuel 7:1-11)

A. David’s Good Intention (vv. 1-3)

(2Sa 7:1)  And it came to pass, when the king sat in his house, and the LORD had given him rest round about from all his enemies;

(2Sa 7:2)  That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within curtains.

(2Sa 7:3)  And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the LORD is with thee.

David had become firmly established as the king of Judah as well as the northern tribes that had for 7 years still been under the family of Saul.  God had protected and guided his actions and decisions, and had brought the nation to a level of power and prestige never before experienced by the Israelites.  David truly had a heart for God and was constantly aware of God’s hand in his life.  David’s love, loyalty, and submission to Jehovah motivated his desire to build a permanent Temple for the people to worship their true King.  Because God honored David’s desire to serve Him in the true spirit of the Law, He had permitted David to bring the ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem and enclose it in a simple tent, instead of the elaborate Tabernacle constructed so long ago in the wilderness.  David urgently wanted to do more to express his devotion to God.  He called in Nathan the prophet and spoke his mind about the matter.  Nathan knew the motives behind David’s longing were pure, so he pronounced a blessing on the plans David had.   There is never anything wrong with planning to honor God.  He will always regard such a desire with favor.
B. God’s Reply to David (vv. 4-7)

(2Sa 7:4)  And it came to pass that night, that the word of the LORD came unto Nathan, saying,

(2Sa 7:5)  Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou build me an house for me to dwell in?

(2Sa 7:6)  Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.

(2Sa 7:7)  In all the places wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of cedar?

God is wise and He alone is in charge of His plans.  Despite the exalted nature of David’s desires, God had already formulated a better purpose, higher and farther reaching than David could envision.  If we are faithful and dedicated to the purpose of God in our lives, there will be time when we will realize that the best we can do for him, even from the most exalted motivations, is not as good as simply surrendering to His plans and acting in humble obedience.  Nathan blessed the high purpose of David, but Nathan was wrong, because as the prophet of God he needed to hear the Word from Jehovah before he spoke.  God told Nathan to remind David that He needed no place to dwell.  He was the Creator that sat on stars and strolled through galaxies and nebula at His pleasure.  He placed His Presence in man-made structures for the sake of the human souls that needed a focus, a place of meeting to worship Him.  He would never feel a need for shelter or envy the houses, fine and elegant by human standards that the people built to fill their need for place and security.
C. What God Did for David (vv. 8-11)

(2Sa 7:8)  Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD  hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel:

(2Sa 7:9)  And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth.

(2Sa 7:10)  Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime,

(2Sa 7:11)  And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house.

God exalted the humble shepherd child to lead Israel, providing him with safety and provision when David was a pursued fugitive.  He wanted David to understand that His heart was to meet David’s need for place and security, as well as to establish Israel in a land that belonged only to them and where they could dwell in safety.  The history of Israel had been tumultuous and fraught with hazard and threats mainly because the nation kept straying from the covenant and inviting chastisement.  With David as king the nation would follow God and be safer and more stable than they had ever been before, but it wasn’t David that made this possible.  Jehovah would honor David as king and also would make a promise He made to no other man in this phase of mankind’s history.
II. God Makes A Promise (2 Samuel 7:12-17)

A. God’s House Will Be Built (vv. 12, 13)

(2Sa 7:12)  And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom.

(2Sa 7:13)  He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.

The passage here is known as the Davidic Covenant.  Few men in history have been so favored as was David.  God’s greater and higher plan included the establishment of David’s family as an eternal royal dynasty.  God understands forever, far better than do we, and He never uses the word lightly.  David’s son would fulfill the heart’s desire of David for a fitting house of worship, and he would be the second in an unending line of succession to the throne of Israel.
B. David’s Heir Will Be Blessed (vv. 14, 15)

(2Sa 7:14)  I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men:

(2Sa 7:15)  But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.

God never made the unconditional promise to Saul that He was making to David.  God already knew the coming sins, rebellion, and betrayals that would happen in the future of David’s as yet unborn son as well as the future descendants.  Jehovah would punish and allow the written curses of the Law to descend upon Israel and the royal family when rebellion became their choice, but the family of David would endure because to this covenant, as surely as the Jewish nation would by virtue of the Abrahamic Covenant so many centuries before.  As long as there would be an Israel there would be a descendant of David to inherit the throne.
C. David’s Kingdom Will Be Forever (vv. 16, 17)

(2Sa 7:16)  And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.

(2Sa 7:17)  According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.

We now know in hindsight just how God absolutely fulfilled and is fulfilling the promises He made to David here.  Jesus was born from the family of David.  He is the “Once and Future King” in the truest sense of the phrase. Numerous passages in the Old Testament prophetic writings tell us of the still future rule of Jesus as the King of kings and Lord of lords, on this physical earth.  The Revelation gives us a deeper glimpse into that day when Christ will return and establish His rule.  He rules now, but allows a rebellious world of men to ignore that fact in the present time, offering Himself as Savior to those that will believe.  The day will come when His rule will be universal in the widest sense of the word, with no options for ignoring or denying Him.
(Isa 45:21)  Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.

(Isa 45:22)  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.

(Isa 45:23)  I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.

(Romans 14:11)  For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.

(Philippians 2:5)  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

(Philippians 2:6)  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

(Philippians 2:7)  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

(Philippians 2:8)  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

(Philippians 2:9)  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

(Philippians 2:10)  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

(Philippians 2:11)  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

III. David Responds With Worship (2 Samuel 7:18-29)
A. Alone, Speaking to God (vv. 18-20)

(2Sa 7:18)  Then went king David in, and sat before the LORD, and he said, Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what is my house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?

(2Sa 7:19)  And this was yet a small thing in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou hast spoken also of thy servant's house for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?
(2Sa 7:20)  And what can David say more unto thee? for thou, Lord GOD, knowest thy servant.

Did David show anger and disappointment at not getting his way?  No he didn’t.  The clear pronouncement of God’s intentions for His house of worship and for David’s descendants brought David to the feet of Jehovah in humble awe-struck worship.  He could not use the word “forever” about his descendants as God had used.  The concept of eternal establishment was too big for him to immediately embrace.  He strove to express his thankfulness, but words failed him.
B. Reviewing God’s Goodness (vv. 21-24)

(2Sa 7:21)  For thy word's sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all these great things, to make thy servant know them.
(2Sa 7:22)  Wherefore thou art great, O LORD God: for there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears.

(2Sa 7:23)  And what one nation in the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people to himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods?

(2Sa 7:24)  For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto thee for ever: and thou, LORD, art become their God.

When we can’t seem to find the words to say thank you in sufficiently strong terms to God for His goodness to us, we can take a clue from David in these verses.  He turns to doing what he had done all his life, orally and in written song.  He began exalt God as God, reviewing His goodness to His people and declaring his gratitude for the works of God in history.  We all have a history.  Seeing God in that history and praising Him for His hand of grace and provision is worship we should all be engaging in frequently.
C. Embracing God’s Good Will (vv. 25-29)

(2Sa 7:25)  And now, O LORD God, the word that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said.

(2Sa 7:26)  And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying, The LORD of hosts is the God over Israel: and let the house of thy servant David be established before thee.

(2Sa 7:27)  For thou, O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, hast revealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee an house: therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this prayer unto thee.

(2Sa 7:28)  And now, O Lord GOD, thou art that God, and thy words be true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant:

(2Sa 7:29)  Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, hast spoken it: and with thy blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever.

Praise and thanksgiving is high worship, pleasing to God at all times.  Willingly embracing His will for us, even when that will doesn’t fit our personally preferred wishes, and declaring our willingness to follow Him and be subject to His plans, is also high worship.  Scripture tells us that obedience is better than sacrifice.  Obedience begins by our setting our hearts and minds to obey, continues with our declaring our intention to obey, and finishes with our following through the obedient acts and attitudes.  David finally found within himself the ability to say about his house what God said about his house; that it would be established forever.  Sometimes it may take a while for us to accept what  God is doing in us, but it is vital that we trust Him enough to be open to everything He wants, holding nothing back.  We should regularly practice “leaps” of faith, stepping out on nothing more tangible than His promise, for there is actually nothing in reality more real than the Word of God.  His promise will never fail, while the “real” things we tend to lean on will often collapse into ruin.
