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David Sins And Repents
I. David’s Terrible Sins (2 Samuel 11:1-5, 14-25, 26, 27)

A. Laziness, Lust, and REALLY Bad Choices (2 Samuel 11:1-5)

(2Sa 11:1)  And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.

(2Sa 11:2)  And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon.

(2Sa 11:3)  And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?

(2Sa 11:4)  And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.

(2Sa 11:5)  And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am with child.

David had begun to take the blessings and extraordinary grace of Jehovah for granted in some ways.  He stayed home instead of leading his people to victory, assuming that God would grant success while he took it easy.  His carnally leaning mindset set him up for the ambush of Satan.  None of us is immune to the scenario in this passage.  If we do not humbly stay prostrate in spirit before God, aware of our weakness without Him, we can leap off the cliff of sin and crash as David did here.  Bathsheba was obviously complicit in the affair, and possibly put herself on display when she knew the king would be watching.  The unexpected consequence of pregnancy immediately complicated the situation.  David probably only wanted a quick gratification of his lust.  Sinful choices frequently leave us with no good avenues for the future.
B. Sin Invites More Sin (vv. 14-25)
(2Sa 11:6)  And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David.

(2Sa 11:7)  And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war prospered.

(2Sa 11:8)  And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king.

(2Sa 11:9)  But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house.

(2Sa 11:10)  And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house?

(2Sa 11:11)  And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.

(2Sa 11:12)  And David said to Uriah, Tarry here to day also, and to morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow.

(2Sa 11:13)  And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he made him drunk: and at even he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house.

(2Sa 11:14)  And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah.

(2Sa 11:15)  And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die.

(2Sa 11:16)  And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that valiant men were.
(2Sa 11:17)  And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

(2Sa 11:18)  Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the war;

(2Sa 11:19)  And charged the messenger, saying, When thou hast made an end of telling the matters of the war unto the king,

(2Sa 11:20)  And if so be that the king's wrath arise, and he say unto thee, Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the city when ye did fight? knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall?

(2Sa 11:21)  Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman cast a piece of a millstone upon him from the wall, that he died in Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.

(2Sa 11:22)  So the messenger went, and came and shewed David all that Joab had sent him for.

(2Sa 11:23)  And the messenger said unto David, Surely the men prevailed against us, and came out unto us into the field, and we were upon them even unto the entering of the gate.

(2Sa 11:24)  And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy servants; and some of the king's servants be dead, and thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.

(2Sa 11:25)  Then David said unto the messenger, Thus shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword devoureth one as well as another: make thy battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou him.

Adultery is a grievous sin in God’s eyes.  David felt panicked by the pregnancy, knowing that in nine months everyone would know of his wrongdoing.  He concocted a cynical plan to cover up the act, but Uriah’s honorable heart negated his efforts.  The subsequent consequences could have been mitigated if David had come clean with Uriah and made restitution.  David instead chose a much darker path.  He knew the ruthlessness of Joab and commanded him to expose Uriah to attack.  The plan worked, such as it was.  Uriah was now safely out of the way. 
C. Hiding, Yet Not Hidden (vv. 26, 27)
(2Sa 11:26)  And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband.

(2Sa 11:27)  And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.

It is amazing but instructive to realize that David, the man after God’s own heart, could so completely forget the nature of Jehovah that he really thought deception and murder would solve his “little problem.”  The affair had to have become an open secret by the time the child was born, but David was convinced only he and Joab knew what he had done to Uriah.  Joab was probably wondering if he was next on the hit list.  God knew all about it and He would act to bring justice.
II. God Calls David To Account (2 Samuel 12:1-9)

A. Parable Told Of Injustice (2 Samuel 12:1-4)

(2Sa 12:1)  And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor.

(2Sa 12:2)  The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds:

(2Sa 12:3)  But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.

(2Sa 12:4)  And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him.

God always knows how to get our attention and arrest our thoughts for the message he wants us to hear.  David respected Nathan as the prophet of God, so God sent Nathan with a heart-rending tale of injustice.  David was spending his waking hours making excuses for himself, but the story Nathan told reached him in the places still uncorrupted by his choices.
B. David Demands Justice (vv. 5, 6)

(2Sa 12:5)  And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die:

(2Sa 12:6)  And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.

David embraced justice as the proper purvey of moral living.  Even though he was intently ignoring the plank in his eye, he was ready to perform radical optical surgery on the offender in the parable.  Justice was indeed about to ensue, just not as David preferred.
C. David’s Sin Exposed (vv. 7-9)

(2Sa 12:7)  And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul;

(2Sa 12:8)  And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things.

(2Sa 12:9)  Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

This passage ranks as one of the most dramatic in the Bible.  A prophet confronting a king and dropping the bombshell of truth on his life is high drama indeed.  Through Nathan, God let David know that He had seen  the whole sordid affair from beginning to end.  David already knew this, but like us, he found abundant motivation in his self-will to deny the omniscience of Jehovah in his life, at least in this series of choices.  Why are we so stupid?  The destructive essence of our sin nature overwhelms our native intelligence, and only the transforming blood of Jesus is enough to free our intellect to operate as God originally intended.

III. David’s Repentance And Punishment (2 Samuel 12:10-23)

A. God’s Judgment On David (2 Samuel 12:10-12)

(2Sa 12:10)  Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.

(2Sa 12:11)  Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun.

(2Sa 12:12)  For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun.

Nobody in their right mind wants to hear the pronouncement upon their future that David heard from the prophet.  God keeps His word to the last crossing of the “t.”  The litany of tragedies and pain would play out as Jehovah predicted.  If only people would realize the inevitable consequence of ignoring the moral absolutes God has integrated into His creation.
B. God’s Forgiveness Of David (vv. 13, 14)

(2Sa 12:13)  And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.

(2Sa 12:14)  Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.

David was sincere in his repentance.  Psalm 51 is regarded as the prayer he prayed during this time.
(Psa 51:1)  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

(Psa 51:2)  Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

(Psa 51:3)  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.

(Psa 51:4)  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

(Psa 51:5)  Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

(Psa 51:6)  Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.

(Psa 51:7)  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

(Psa 51:8)  Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.

(Psa 51:9)  Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.

(Psa 51:10)  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

(Psa 51:11)  Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

(Psa 51:12)  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.

(Psa 51:13)  Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

(Psa 51:14)  Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.

(Psa 51:15)  O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

(Psa 51:16)  For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.

(Psa 51:17)  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

(Psa 51:18)  Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.

(Psa 51:19)  Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.

Repentance does not wash away consequences.  The child of their sin would, through no fault of his own, die an untimely death.

C. God’s Punishment Of David (vv. 15-23)
(2Sa 12:15)  And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very sick.

(2Sa 12:16)  David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the earth.

(2Sa 12:17)  And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up from the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with them.

(2Sa 12:18)  And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they said, Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, if we tell him that the child is dead?

(2Sa 12:19)  But when David saw that his servants whispered, David perceived that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead.

(2Sa 12:20)  Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat.

(2Sa 12:21)  Then said his servants unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done? thou didst fast and weep for the child, while it was alive; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise and eat bread.

(2Sa 12:22)  And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?

(2Sa 12:23)  But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.

David did what he could to seek grace for himself and the child.  When the hand of God took the child’s life, David knew he could do no more.  David knew God loved him and had already given him grace, for otherwise he himself would be dead.  The follow through of the baby’s death confirmed to David that everything God had said would happen was set to occur.  This series of events would haunt David for the remainder of his life.  How terrible that a moment’s abandonment to carnal gratification would lead to such mayhem, affecting an entire nation for the next several decades.  God expects a high standard of conduct in the leader He sets over His people.  Failure to comply is like triggering a nuclear explosion of consequences.  Bitter harvests always follow self-centered sowing.
