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Develop Godly Character
I. Remove Yourself From Evil Influences (Psalm 101:1-8)

A. Commit to Doing Right (vv. 1-3)

(Psa 101:1)  A Psalm of David. I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing.

(Psa 101:2)  I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.

(Psa 101:3)  I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.

There is an old saying; “you are what you eat.”  We can add to that thought, you are what you take in emotionally, mentally, and spiritually as well.  We are talking about developing Godly character.  In a secularized, depraved environment like today, we have to deliberately resist the onslaught of darkness if we are to be like Jesus in our character.  Modern American culture is at best lacking in moral nutrition for the human soul; at worst, it is violently toxic to a life of Christian discipleship.  We must seek our nourishment from the unpopular influence of the Word and the Spirit if we are to become like Christ.
B. Choose Only Righteous Alliances (vv. 4-6)

(Psa 101:4)  A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person.
(Psa 101:5)  Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer.

(Psa 101:6)  Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me.

Christians rub shoulders with the entire possible range of humanity.  We have to deal with evil individuals and groups as well as enjoy the company of fellow believers, as we work and function in our daily lives.  It is not the random or involuntary associations we have that illustrate our true relationship with God, but the associations and friendships we willingly seek.  We are to be witnesses to the entire world, but we are also supposed to avoid bonding with darkness, whether in friendship, business, or marriage.  If we encourage and support evil people in their evil acts, we become participants in their evil.  If we encourage and support believers, whether new or mature, in their walk with God, we become partners with them in their faith.
C. Exclude Evil From Your Life (vv. 7, 8)

(Psa 101:7)  He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight.

(Psa 101:8)  I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the LORD.

God delegates authority and all authority derives from His will.  We each are given authority over our own bodies and hearts, and some have authority over the actions and choices of other people.  With authority comes responsibility.  We are responsible to God for what we personally choose, and we are also responsible for those God gives us authority over.  My children were under my authority while they were young, so that made me responsible in large part for their actions.  I would answer to God for failing to properly assume the mantle of authority and responsibility during those years.  Just as I am accountable to God for the things I allow to reside in my life, so was I responsible to do all I could to control the things allowed into my children’s lives. Our deplorable culture encourages with few exceptions free expression and access at all ages to anything that feels good.  God will hold us accountable if we do not do all we can reasonably do to protect those for whom we are responsible in this life, giving them the opportunity to develop the character of Christ.  I must exercise control over what my children access under my roof, for instance.
II. Let God Reshape Your Heart (Matthew 5:1-12)

A. Receive the Law of Christ (vv. 1-3)

(Mat 5:1)  And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:

(Mat 5:2)  And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,

(Mat 5:3)  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Jesus wasn’t making small talk in Matthew chapter 5.  He emphatically meant everything He said.  If we want His blessings, we will give Him room to instill into us the virtues He listed.   An acceptance of our desperate need for Him is the key to everything else.
B. Live by Kingdom Principles (vv. 4-9)

(Mat 5:4)  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
(Mat 5:5)  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
(Mat 5:6)  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
(Mat 5:7)  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.
(Mat 5:8)  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.
(Mat 5:9)  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
Mourning may not be usually understood as a virtue, but it is the burden borne by any believer that loves those around him and cares for their pain.  Meekness allows God to exalt and defend us, which means we always win.  Hungering for a right standing with God opens the door for Him to fill us with His righteousness.  Mercy is a seed sown for future grace.  Living with pure motives allows God to reveal Himself to us.  Seeking peace and resolving conflicts God’s way testifies to our true heritage as His offspring.  These qualities were in the heart of Jesus, so if we have His character they will be in us as well.

C. Persevere in Righteousness (vv. 10-12)

(Mat 5:10)  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
(Mat 5:11)  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.
(Mat 5:12)  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
Allowing God to put His character in you will make you an avowed enemy to the world and the popular culture.  You will love sinners, but many of them will despise you, because your light exposes the darkness they wish to hide in.  The ancient Spirit-filled prophets were mistreated and misrepresented, and so will any faithful believer that lives the character of Christ.  Jesus tells us to rejoice when this happens.  We will find ourselves in some pretty exalted company and we will harvest rewards we can’t begin to comprehend in this life.
III. Cooperate With God’s Grace (2 Peter 1:2-11)

A. Use Spiritual Resources (vv. 2-4)

(2Pe 1:2)  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

(2Pe 1:3)  According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

(2Pe 1:4)  Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Peter declares here that we already have, in the knowledge of God, in the power He grants us, and by virtue of the faithful promises of the Father and Son, everything we need to partake of the divine nature of Jesus and possess the life and the character of God.  He is the only Source we need.  We only have to choose to access Him through faith and obedience.
B. Mature and be Fruitful (vv. 5-9)

(2Pe 1:5)  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

(2Pe 1:6)  And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

(2Pe 1:7)  And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

(2Pe 1:8)  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

(2Pe 1:9)  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

We are told to add, with diligence, faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and sacrificial love.  God has all these qualities at the ready.  Diligence means we actively seek to receive these things from His hand.  The only believers that ever take on the character of Jesus are those that desire it more than they desire any earthly blessing or benefit.  Jesus told His disciples to first seek His face and His righteousness, and all the other needed things would be added.  God is a faithful and skillful farmer.  He will grow His character in us, producing fruit for the Kingdom, if we seek Him first of all.  On the other hand, lacking the virtues Peter describes here and staying that way is entirely our own fault and is a symptom of our spiritual blindness.
C. Make Sure Your Calling (vv. 10, 11)

(2Pe 1:10)  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

(2Pe 1:11)  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Peter is not questioning the fundamental security of the plan of salvation.  Jesus will never abandon or neglect one of His.  The only uncertainty in our salvation is us.  If we want to make it to heaven, we will, simply put.  The question is constantly whether or not and how much do we want to make it?  Making our calling and election sure requires that we set our hearts on Christ in faith and obedience, without regard to circumstance or outside influence.  He paid the price and did the hard work for us.  We only have to follow through.
