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Divine Deliverance
I. A Divine Turn-Around (Esther 6:1-11)

A. Mordecai’s Good Deed Discovered (vv. 1-3)

(Est 6:1 KJV)  On that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king.

(Est 6:2 KJV)  And it was found written, that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's chamberlains, the keepers of the door, who sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus.

(Est 6:3 KJV)  And the king said, What honour and dignity hath been done to Mordecai for this? Then said the king's servants that ministered unto him, There is nothing done for him.

The situation for the Jews in the Persian empire could not be worse than it was at this point in the book of Esther.  Letters of authority had gone out giving permission to slaughter the entire Jewish population.  God had already manifested His grace so that Esther could approach the king for help.  Haman was still busy making dark plans for the Jewish people and Mordecai in particular.  He had a huge gallows built to hang Mordecai when the day of slaughter came.  He had been invited to a banquet sponsored by the queen.  He could only see success and the fulfillment of his plans.
The king could not sleep, so he did what many people do.  He asked some one to read to him.  The reading material was far from exciting and would likely put him to sleep quickly.  However, what he heard had the opposite effect.  He found that the person responsible for saving his life had not even been acknowledged.

B. The Man the King Would Honor (vv. 4-9)

(Est 6:4 KJV)  And the king said, Who is in the court? Now Haman was come into the outward court of the king's house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him.

(Est 6:5 KJV)  And the king's servants said unto him, Behold, Haman standeth in the court. And the king said, Let him come in.

(Est 6:6 KJV)  So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself?

(Est 6:7 KJV)  And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king delighteth to honour,

(Est 6:8 KJV)  Let the royal apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is set upon his head:

(Est 6:9 KJV)  And let this apparel and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most noble princes, that they may array the man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honour.

God’s timing is always flawless.  Haman had come in to petition the king for the hanging of the hated Mordecai.  The king had other things on his mind.  Haman, always full of himself, assumed he was the honored beneficiary and suggested the most extravagant royal recognition he could imagine.  He was sure things were just getting better and better in his world.
C. Mordecai Honored (vv. 10-11)

(Est 6:10 KJV)  Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast spoken.

(Est 6:11 KJV)  Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour.

A short description of a scene worthy of the best stage drama ever presented.  The king’s command must have felt like the hammer of doom to proud Haman.  This first serving of Jehovah’s justice was a bitter plate of humiliation.
The account continues in chapter 6 as Haman runs home and finds little comfort there either.  The friends and wife that had built him up and encouraged his murderous ambitions now saw the train coming down the tunnel.

II. Evil Exposed (Esther 7:1 – 8:2)

A. Life Sought for the Innocent (7:1-4)

(Est 7:1 KJV)  So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen.

(Est 7:2 KJV)  And the king said again unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be granted thee: and what is thy request? and it shall be performed, even to the half of the kingdom.

(Est 7:3 KJV)  Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour in thy sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request:

(Est 7:4 KJV)  For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, although the enemy could not countervail the king's damage.

The king was jubilant and gratified by Esther’s sumptuous hosting for his benefit.  He was in love with her and proud of the manner she sought to honor him.  His generosity toward her could not be higher, and he committed to fulfilling her request no matter what it would be.  He could not have fathomed the import of her plea.  Esther poured out her heart of pain and fear to him.  Her people were set for destruction and only he could act against that fate.
B. The Enemy Identified (7:5, 6)

(Est 7:5 KJV)  Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do so?

(Est 7:6 KJV)  And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.

The king’s attention was fully focused on the threat against his bride.  No one was going to hurt her as long as he could do anything about it.  The revelation that it was his supposedly trustworthy Haman, was a deep shock.  For Haman, his entire world completed its collapse.
C. The Enemy Condemned (7:7 – 8:2)

(Est 7:7 KJV)  And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath went into the palace garden: and Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the queen; for he saw that there was evil determined against him by the king.

(Est 7:8 KJV)  Then the king returned out of the palace garden into the place of the banquet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther was. Then said the king, Will he force the queen also before me in the house? As the word went out of the king's mouth, they covered Haman's face.

(Est 7:9 KJV)  And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. Then the king said, Hang him thereon.

(Est 7:10 KJV)  So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath pacified.

(Est 8:1 KJV)  On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews' enemy unto Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was unto her.

(Est 8:2 KJV)  And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.

The king had to leave, probably so he would not kill Haman himself before the queen.  Haman became an abject beggar, pleading for his life.  The king returned to find Haman in an awkward position, so focused on begging he had forced himself on to the couch that Esther reclined upon.  The picture the king saw only incensed him further.  Haman was bound with a cloth over his face.  A chamberlain told the king of the gallows and Haman’s plans for Mordecai.  It was an easy thing for the king to order Haman hanged on his self-made instrument of death.  God does know how to execute perfectly poetic justice!  As an added measure of divine retribution, Esther and Mordecai were given control over the lives and possession of the family that had applauded Haman’s murderous evil.
III. Delivered From Evil (Esther 8:3-17; 9:1-5, 20-22, 26-28)

A. Counteraction Against Evil (8:3-17)

(Est 8:3 KJV)  And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had devised against the Jews.

(Est 8:4 KJV)  Then the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose, and stood before the king,

(Est 8:5 KJV)  And said, If it please the king, and if I have found favour in his sight, and the thing seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written to reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews which are in all the king's provinces:

(Est 8:6 KJV)  For how can I endure to see the evil that shall come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred?

(Est 8:7 KJV)  Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand upon the Jews.

(Est 8:8 KJV)  Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and seal it with the king's ring: for the writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse.

(Est 8:9 KJV)  Then were the king's scribes called at that time in the third month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day thereof; and it was written according to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto every province according to the writing thereof, and unto every people after their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, and according to their language.

(Est 8:10 KJV)  And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus' name, and sealed it with the king's ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and young dromedaries:

(Est 8:11 KJV)  Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in every city to gather themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all the power of the people and province that would assault them, both little ones and women, and to take the spoil of them for a prey,

(Est 8:12 KJV)  Upon one day in all the provinces of king Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar.

(Est 8:13 KJV)  The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province was published unto all people, and that the Jews should be ready against that day to avenge themselves on their enemies.

(Est 8:14 KJV)  So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out, being hastened and pressed on by the king's commandment. And the decree was given at Shushan the palace.

(Est 8:15 KJV)  And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.

(Est 8:16 KJV)  The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour.

(Est 8:17 KJV)  And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king's commandment and his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And many of the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.

Mordecai and Esther were personally rescued, but the Jews were still under a mandate of destruction.  Esther pleaded for the life of her people, and the king, understanding the deep evil at work here, was ready to help.  An official proclamation set the stage for massacre, and another such document would go out authorizing the Jews to fight for themselves.  As the officials of the kingdom saw the change in affairs, they turned from coordinating he destruction of the Jews, to aiding in their defense.  In fact, many Persians became proselytes when they saw the favor being granted the Jews, fearing being caught on the wrong side when the fight ensued.  The Jews rejoiced at their deliverance and prepared to defend themselves confidently. 
B. Divine Deliverance Remembered (9:1-5, 20-22, 26-28)

(Est 9:1 KJV)  Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over them that hated them;)

(Est 9:2 KJV)  The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could withstand them; for the fear of them fell upon all people.

(Est 9:3 KJV)  And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them.

(Est 9:4 KJV)  For Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame went out throughout all the provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater.

(Est 9:5 KJV)  Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did what they would unto those that hated them.

(Est 9:20 KJV)  And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far,

(Est 9:21 KJV)  To stablish this among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly,

(Est 9:22 KJV)  As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.

(Est 9:26 KJV)  Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. Therefore for all the words of this letter, and of that which they had seen concerning this matter, and which had come unto them,

(Est 9:27 KJV)  The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they would keep these two days according to their writing, and according to their appointed time every year;

(Est 9:28 KJV)  And that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed.

Mordecai had become influential and favored in the empire.  When he fateful day arrived, there were still those that wanted to destroy the Jews, but they were soundly defeated and destroyed.  The Jews became a feared and favored population in the Persian empire.  Mordecai commanded that the two crucial days of deliverance be remembered and celebrated in the Jewish calendar as the Feast of Purim.  These days are still recognized by faithful Jews around the world.
This is an incredible account of divine intervention on behalf of the covenant people of God.  Only He could have brought together the threads of causation, weaving them into the tapestry of His will.  God has not changed at all.  Our circumstances may seem radically different from Esther’s, but He will work just as effectively for us.  We only must practice the faith and courage Esther and Mordecai displayed when their lives hung in the balance.
