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I. An Empty Tomb (John 20:1-9)

A. First Disciple at the Empty Tomb (vv. 1, 2)
(Joh 20:1 KJV)  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:2 KJV)  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.

(Luk 24:1 KJV)  Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.

(Luk 24:2 KJV)  And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.

(Luk 24:3 KJV)  And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.

(Luk 24:4 KJV)  And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments:

(Luk 24:5 KJV)  And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?

(Luk 24:6 KJV)  He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,

(Luk 24:7 KJV)  Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.

(Luk 24:8 KJV)  And they remembered his words,

(Luk 24:9 KJV)  And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to all the rest.

(Mat 28:1 KJV)  In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

(Mat 28:2 KJV)  And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.

(Mat 28:3 KJV)  His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:

(Mat 28:4 KJV)  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.
(Mat 28:5 KJV)  And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.

(Mat 28:6 KJV)  He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

(Mat 28:7 KJV)  And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.

The tomb of Jesus had lain quiet for three days, guarded by a complement of soldiers charged with keeping the area secure.  The Bible gives us a picture of the incredible events of that third morning.  God’s time was complete, and all the powers and authorities of men and demons could not hold back or slow down the culmination of Christ’s mission.  Mary Magdalene and other women were the first to see that something incomprehensible had occurred.  Mary ran to tell Peter and John who were apparently staying close by, that He was gone, while the others saw the angels, heard their words, and then left by a different path to find the eleven.
B. First Apostles at the Empty Tomb (vv. 3-7)

(Joh 20:3 KJV)  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:4 KJV)  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:5 KJV)  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

(Joh 20:6 KJV)  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,

(Joh 20:7 KJV)  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

The evidence for an extraordinary event was there for the apostles to see.  The only thing lacking to fill them with joy instead of grief was the bridge of faith.  We cannot know the reality of God unless we approach everything that pertains to Him in faith.
C. John Believes Jesus Is Alive (vv. 8, 9)

(Joh 20:8 KJV)  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.

(Joh 20:9 KJV)  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

John saw what Peter saw, and based on faith and the evidence presented, he chose to believe Jesus was alive.  Having stood at the cross with Jesus’ mother as the Savior gasped his last breath, this was literally a leap of faith at this point.  For some reason, God chose not to allow Peter and John to see the angels that were there with them.  He selected a different way to open their eyes.
II. The Risen Lord (John 20:10-16)
A. Where Is Jesus?  (vv. 10-13)

(Joh 20:10 KJV)  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.

(Joh 20:11 KJV)  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,

(Joh 20:12 KJV)  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

(Joh 20:13 KJV)  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

Mary Magdalene had followed the two apostles to the tomb and stood outside, grieving.  She had left the scene before the other women received revelatory knowledge, so her world was still black with grief and now perplexity.  After Peter and John left she dared to look into the cave, and saw the angels waiting on her.  They asked a question that allowed her to express her fear and despair, not because they did not know already, but because they were involved in a revelatory process directed by Jesus Himself.
B. The Risen Lord Speaks (vv. 14, 15)

(Joh 20:14 KJV)  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

(Joh 20:15 KJV)  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

Mary saw Jesus, but she did not see Him.  Her mind and soul were consumed with the loss she had suffered.  She pled for help to find the body of her Lord.  She was willing to do everything herself if it was necessary, to honor her Master.  Her heart was in the right place, but her faith and knowledge had some catching up to do.
C. The Risen Lord Recognized (v. 16)

(Joh 20:16 KJV)  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

Jesus takes care of His own.  This fact is evident in all the events of that first Easter.  He revealed Himself to each disciple and follower in precisely the manner that person needed the revelation.  Mary had surrendered herself to following her Master, but He did not show Himself to her along with the other women, because needed the tender attention He showed her at the tomb.
III. The Great Commission (John 20: 17-23)

A. Message About the Risen Lord (vv. 17, 18)

(Joh 20:17 KJV)  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
(Joh 20:18 KJV)  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

Jesus still had to present His blood on the heavenly altar.  He was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the earth.  For Mary to have touched Him would have been like a non-priest presenting the blood of a lamb in the Temple.  Immediately after this encounter, and before He showed Himself to the other women still journeying to where the disciples were lodging, He went to His Father and placed His blood on that altar in Heaven, where it is still fresh and efficacious today.
B. Appearance of the Risen Lord (vv. 19, 20)

(Joh 20:19 KJV)  Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
(Joh 20:20 KJV)  And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

Jesus’ next appearance was to the disciples on the road to Emmaus.  They hastened back to Jerusalem to tell the disciples, sequestered behind locked doors, that they had seen Him.  At that moment Jesus appeared in the room.  It still took Him physically showing His wounds before they embraced the joy of His resurrection.  People are often stubborn about yielding to faith, even when such surrender will obviously bring hope and joy to replace despair and depression.  We obstinately want to find our way ourselves, no matter the emotional or spiritual costs we pay.  We can look with pity or disdain at these disciples that seemed unwilling to embrace the truth but, in fact we would have done no better.  For all believers that will ever know Christ, our relationship cannot be based on our finding in God what we are looking for.  Instead, it must grow from accepting God for what He wants us to know about Him.
C. Commissioned by the Risen Lord (vv. 21-23)

(Joh 20:21 KJV)  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
(Joh 20:22 KJV)  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:
(Joh 20:23 KJV)  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.
It is the living Christ we can proclaim; in fact, it is the living Christ we are charged with proclaiming without regard to persecution, disbelief, hatred, rejection, popularity, relative comfort or discomfort, or willingness to even hear our words.  The Gospel, beginning with the amazing incarnation of Jesus, to His more amazing sacrifice and resurrection, is the sole reason for the existence of a Spirit-filled body of believers called the Church.  We are not saved to make the world comfortable with our presence.  We are redeemed to show the love of God to needy humanity and tell the truth about His will for mankind.  Easter is not a once-yearly observance for the true Church; it is a moment-by-moment testimony through the living epistles of our lives.
