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Encouraging Godly Leaders
I. Serve God Wholeheartedly (Acts 20: 17-24)

A. Paul’s Example of Service (vv. 17-21)

(Act 20:17)  And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.

(Act 20:18)  And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all seasons,

(Act 20:19)  Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:

(Act 20:20)  And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house,

(Act 20:21)  Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

The farewell address Paul gives in chapter 20 reminds us of the exhortations given by Moses and Joshua near the end of their times of ministry.  That Paul could say to the Ephesian elders the things he said illustrates an important fact of his life.  Paul had the right and the position to remind them of his heart for the Gospel and his faithful delivery of the Word because he had lived faithfully.  They had the solid foundation of the Gospel in balance and in entirety because as God gave to Paul, he gave to them.
B. Faithful While Facing Opposition (vv. 22, 23)

(Act 20:22)  And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:

(Act 20:23)  Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.

Paul was undeterred by the prospect of further persecution, imprisonment, or even death.  Nothing mattered to him except the furtherance of the Gospel of Christ.  The urgent direction of the Holy Spirit was his motivating energy.  Apparently, Paul heard frequent warnings through prophetic words of the troubles he would shortly face.  He did not regard these warnings as commands to avoid the trouble, but as loving efforts by his Lord to ready him for the trials.
C. Focused on the Finish (v. 24)

(Act 20:24)  But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

Paul loved those he preached to more than himself.  He was always willing to risk his comfort, livelihood, freedom, and even his life to see souls come into the kingdom of Christ.  His course was to carry the Gospel to anyone that had not heard it.  His joy came from his obedient execution of the ministry God had given him.  We all have a call of ministry on our lives if we belong to Jesus.  Do we love God and people enough to take all necessary steps in fulfilling our calling?
II. Care For God’s People (Acts 20:25-31)

A. Declare the Whole Truth (vv. 25-27)

(Act 20:25)  And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more.

(Act 20:26)  Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.

(Act 20:27)  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.

Part of discipleship and ministry involves sooner or later being faced with the prospect of loss.  If we follow God faithfully, we will have to lose things that are good to go on to things that are better, and we will have to recognize at times that letting go is the only way to move forward.  Paul passionately loved the churches he planted, but he had to say goodbye frequently and go to other places.  In this case he realized the farewell would be permanent in this life.  He could say goodbye without regret, because he had given them all he could.  He had withheld nothing of the truth from them, even when that truth engendered anger or misunderstanding.
B. Protect God’s Possession (v. 28)

(Act 20:28)  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.

The place of a leader put there by the grace and purpose of God is one of both great honor and heavy responsibility.  The leader is honored by the confidence of God and of the people he or she leads, but the mandate of leading and protecting those God has put under his charge is terrifying in the effort expected and the possible consequences of failure.  A leader who thinks he can do the job by virtue of his innate abilities is fooling only himself.  No godly leader ever fulfilled his calling by himself, for he needs the power of the Spirit and a living relationship with Jesus, adopting the character of Christ and maintaining rigorous accountability to God for every act and motive.
C. Defend Against False Teachers (vv. 29-31)

(Act 20:29)  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

(Act 20:30)  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.

(Act 20:31)  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

Paul was passionate in defending the truth he preached.  He had already many times confronted error that ranged from simple lack of knowledge to outright attempts to hijack the Gospel and change it to a more palatable belief system.  He was not so concerned with innocent error, but he admonished the elders here that men would seek to deceive for personal gain and power.  They would have to stand in the gap after he was gone.  Paul had adequately prepared them, but they needed to apply the weapons his preaching had given them.  The modern visible “church” is rotten with error, but there is still a core of pure truth if we seek it from the Word, not the words of modern sages.  Are we willing to stand for the truth when it is the most unpopular concept around?
III. Love Sacrificially (Acts 20:32-38)

A. Commend to God’s Care (v. 32)

(Act 20:32)  And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.

Paul is in effect transferring these people he loved dearly, to the care of God.  He knew he could trust them in God’s grace as he had trusted Him with his own life and eternity.  Paul was but a man and his power to protect and nurture was limited, but God could and would envelope the Ephesians in His care and love.  They were destined to an inheritance they had first heard of from Paul, but that they would pass on to other lost souls as Paul had to them.
B. Minister to Others (vv. 33-35)

(Act 20:33)  I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel.

(Act 20:34)  Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me.

(Act 20:35)  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Paul had worked in his profession as a tentmaker to support himself and others as he also worked in the Gospel.  He was leaving an example of selflessness and sacrificial love that illustrated the presence of Jesus in his heart.  He wanted the next generation to practice the same selfless service.  Paul did not only talk the truth, he lived it daily.  His joy would come as he saw those he taught living it out also.
C. Demonstrate Love by Deeds (vv. 36-38)
(Act 20:36)  And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.

(Act 20:37)  And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,

(Act 20:38)  Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.

This was a solemn and sad occasion for the Ephesian elders.  They were devastated by the finality of his farewell.  They acted out in love by showering him with their expressions of love.  Sometimes we can do very little to lift up a brother or sister except to sincerely express our love and support to them.  Such expressions are powerful encouragers.  We are all different in our ways of expressing love, but we can all act out our love for each other in some fashion.  When we are forced by life and circumstance to be apart, God will hear and respond to our intercessory prayers for each other.
