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Entering the Promised Land

I. Preparing To Enter (Joshua 1:1-18)

A. Believing God’s Promise (vv. 1-5)
(Jos 1:1)  Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' minister, saying,

(Jos 1:2)  Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.

(Jos 1:3)  Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.

(Jos 1:4)  From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be your coast.

(Jos 1:5)  There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.

Moses had been the mediator between Israel and God for 40 years.  The people depended on him as they depended on the sun to come up in the morning.  Suddenly, Moses has spoken his last words, voiced his last warnings, and represented them to God for the last time.  God had to tell Joshua Moses was dead, for Moses had left the camp and gone to the mountain to look over the Promised Land, and had died there with no one else around.  Joshua was Moses’ right arm during most of the sojourn in the wilderness, and now the mantle of leadership was his to bear.  God had prepared the way and now was the time to go forward.  It is significant that God immediately under girded His command to go with a reiteration of the promises He had given Moses earlier.  Any new move in life takes some courage and initiative.  We have the privilege of knowing that what God promised those that came before us, He is promising us as we undertake the responsibilities handed down to us.  He is as faithful now as He was a generation or 100 generations ago.  The pressures of modern life try to obscure that fact and attempt to convince us that we face unprecedented challenges, but nothing is truly new in our struggles.  To see victory, we only have to exercise the same faith and trust our forebears did.
B. Receiving Strength and Courage (vv. 6-9)

(Jos 1:6)  Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

(Jos 1:7)  Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.

(Jos 1:8)  This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

(Jos 1:9)  Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.

God does not change with our changes.  He is always constant in nature and will.  God had demonstrated through Moses His power and His sovereign will, revealing Himself in the Word He gave them.  That Word, embodied in the Law, was the first and last Word on how they should live, think, and worship.  The fulfillment of the promises of Jehovah to His people was tied to their willing obedience to the Law, so learning and living the Law was life and death to Israel, and Joshua had to stand as administrator and enforcer of the Law.  He had to display faith and courage when all others despaired and doubted.  The grace of Jehovah would be sufficient for him to fulfill his calling.
C. Obeying God’s Commands (vv. 10-18)

(Jos 1:10)  Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, saying,

(Jos 1:11)  Pass through the host, and command the people, saying, Prepare you victuals; for within three days ye shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land, which the LORD your God giveth you to possess it.

(Jos 1:12)  And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,

(Jos 1:13)  Remember the word which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, The LORD your God hath given you rest, and hath given you this land.

(Jos 1:14)  Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed, all the mighty men of valour, and help them;

(Jos 1:15)  Until the LORD have given your brethren rest, as he hath given you, and they also have possessed the land which the LORD your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land of your possession, and enjoy it, which Moses the LORD'S servant gave you on this side Jordan toward the sunrising.

(Jos 1:16)  And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest us, we will go.

(Jos 1:17)  According as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only the LORD thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.

(Jos 1:18)  Whosoever he be that doth rebel against thy commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of a good courage.

Joshua immediately took on the leadership role God required of him.  He commanded preparations to be made to cross the Jordan and begin the conquest of Canaan.  Two and one-half of the tribes had already received their inheritance, but it is significant that Joshua commanded the men to leave their families in the land that was theirs and march to help their fellow Israelites gain the victory.  The church is the modern equivalent of the nation of Israel in important philosophical ways.  As unity and teamwork was the key to victory for Israel, so it is for us.  We can rejoice if we find ourselves possessing the promises God has given us, but we must war together with our brothers and sisters until they too receive, so that we can rejoice together.  For the church to effectively be the church we must act as members together of the Body, not separate believers satisfied with our personal gains and oblivious to the needs of those still struggling.
II. Stepping Out In Faith (Joshua 3:9-17)
A. Sign of God’s Favor (vv. 9-13)

(Jos 3:9)  And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, Come hither, and hear the words of the LORD your God.

(Jos 3:10)  And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you, and that he will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Jebusites.

(Jos 3:11)  Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you into Jordan.

(Jos 3:12)  Now therefore take you twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, out of every tribe a man.

(Jos 3:13)  And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that come down from above; and they shall stand upon an heap.

Faith is trust in God and His Words despite the present appearances.  It is believing what is not yet seen, simply because God has said it.  Faith will manifest in action that promotes the promise believed.  Joshua under the direction of God, proclaimed that God would validate His promises before their eyes, but he also told them to do some things in obedient anticipation of God’s act.  The tribes were told to pick 12 men, but not told what those men were picked for.  In other words, they were asked to do something that seemed to have no immediate connection to the promised act of God.  In faith, obedience to God’s voice is the key indication of true faith, even if the commanded actions don’t seem to make sense.
B. Miraculous Assistance (vv. 14-16)

(Jos 3:14)  And it came to pass, when the people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people;

(Jos 3:15)  And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,)

(Jos 3:16)  That the waters which came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho.

As God promised, when the priests stood in the shallow edgewaters of the Jordan, the water ceased flowing.  The cutoff was miles upstream, so the visible effects took some time to manifest.  The priests stood in place until the promise was completely fulfilled.  Not every promise is done in an instant.  Very often, seeing the final victory in a difficult situation requires that we stand in place without retreating or doubting, until His work is finished.
C. Passage to Canaan (v, 17)
(Jos 3:17)  And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.

The nation saw their faith rewarded, and they walked across on dry ground.  Apparently the very mud dried up as the water left.  The priests stood in the middle of the riverbed with the tangible sign of God’s presence, until all the people called to go across had completed the transit.
III. Testifying To God’s Power (Joshua 4:1-9, 15-24)
A. Stones for Remembrance (vv. 1-9)

(Jos 4:1)  And it came to pass, when all the people were clean passed over Jordan, that the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying,

(Jos 4:2)  Take you twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man,

(Jos 4:3)  And command ye them, saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan, out of the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and leave them in the lodging place, where ye shall lodge this night.

(Jos 4:4)  Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man:

(Jos 4:5)  And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the number of the tribes of the children of Israel:

(Jos 4:6)  That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones?

(Jos 4:7)  Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of Israel for ever.

(Jos 4:8)  And the children of Israel did so as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones out of the midst of Jordan, as the LORD spake unto Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them unto the place where they lodged, and laid them down there.

(Jos 4:9)  And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests which bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there unto this day.

Now God revealed the reason He had asked for 12 men to be chosen.  They were commanded to retrieve a stone apiece from the middle of the riverbed to carry over to the camp and construct a memorial to the events of the day, so that succeeding generations could know where God had done this miracle for Israel.  There were actually 2 memorials constructed, for Joshua set up 12 stones in the middle of the riverbed also.  Why did he do this?  No one would be able to see that memorial, after the water returned to its former level.  Sometimes it is important that we place ‘memorials’ in our lives, remembrances of things God has done for us.  Some of those memorials are for public testimony, while others may be just between us and our Creator, a place in time that we can return to in memory when present circumstance threaten to obscure the power of God’s work in us on those occasions.  God always wants us to be forward looking in our faith, but present faith is founded on the legacy of His faithfulness to us.  Knowing His power in us in the past helps us trust in His provision for our future.
B. Reminders of God’s Work (vv. 15-20)

(Jos 4:15)  And the LORD spake unto Joshua, saying,

(Jos 4:16)  Command the priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come up out of Jordan.

(Jos 4:17)  Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, Come ye up out of Jordan.

(Jos 4:18)  And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD were come up out of the midst of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over all his banks, as they did before.

(Jos 4:19)  And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho.

(Jos 4:20)  And those twelve stones, which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gilgal.

For every miraculous or spiritual event in our lives, there comes a time of completion.  God means to impress us with His acts, but He also desires that we seek Him and believe in Him for Himself alone, so the great works end but He remains our focus.  Jesus could have fed the multitudes at every meal every day, but he did not, for He wanted men to seek Him, not the bread.
C. Telling the Story (vv. 21-24)

(Jos 4:21)  And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones?

(Jos 4:22)  Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on dry land.

(Jos 4:23)  For the LORD your God dried up the waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over:

(Jos 4:24)  That all the people of the earth might know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty: that ye might fear the LORD your God for ever.

Memorials to our faith sometimes need present-day proclamation to affect those that will come after.  Every generation is born God-less and needing truth.  If we believe what we say we believe, our greatest passion will be to communicate our faith to our children, by teaching the Word, living the Word, and telling the stories of God’s manifest acts in our lives.  The Israelites got into trouble later, mostly due to the fact that Joshua hand his generation passed on without effectively passing on their trust in Jehovah, therefore succeeding generations had to learn the hard way that God had not changed.  We fail often in the same way.  We allow the carnally focused world around us to have a bigger voice in our children’s lives than God does.  After they mature, we are not responsible in the same way, but it is painful to see them struggle needlessly because we were less than faithful while they were in our hands to teach.
