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Examples Good And Bad
I. Faithful And Helpful Gaius (3 John 1:1-8)

A. Prayerful Well-Wishing (vv. 1-2)

(3Jn 1:1)  The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.

(3Jn 1:2)  Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

This is another short letter from John, to believers he had discipled in his ministry.  It is a letter of contrasts, illustrating the best of the church and perhaps the worst as well.
We all need examples, patterns to copy.  I like watching monkeys interact with each other and with people.  Monkeys are animals, but they are intelligent enough to learn new behaviors quickly.  They are amusing, primarily because they learn new things the same way we learn, by observation and imitation.  God made us this way because He wants us to seek to imitate Him as our highest example, and see others that follow Him as good role models.  This lesson illustrates both good and bad examples we can profit from.
John greets Gaius in this letter with a wish, a heartfelt desire for his good.  He linked his wish for Gaius’ physical and material health to his spiritual health.  John’s words here were frankly not meant to establish some kind of prosperity doctrine, as it has been removed from context and so used with abandon by certain modern Christian movements.  However, there is an important principle found in this passage.  We cannot presume the blessings and life-giving promises of God’s Word unless and until we are ready to seek His highest will for our relationship to Him, surrendering our whims and wishes for His purpose in us.  He comes first, not our well-being or happiness in any particular situation.  The wonderful thing is that if we properly put Him first, those promises and provisions are ours because He is faithful to His Word. Jesus stated this truth most clearly and succinctly:
Mat 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

B. Rejoicing Over Gaius’ Life (vv. 3, 4)

(3Jn 1:3)  For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.

(3Jn 1:4)  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

John had nothing but good things to say about Gaius.  He considered Gaius a son in the faith, just as Paul considered Timothy and others as his spiritual offspring.  John found deep joy in the faithful lives of those he led to Christ.  Passing the faith along to loved ones and strangers, making them all part of our family, is one of the great privileges of our walk with the Master.  If we love as we should, nothing will top the celebration we feel as we see spiritual offspring following Jesus faithfully.
C. Fellow Helper to the Truth (vv. 5-8)

(3Jn 1:5)  Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;

(3Jn 1:6)  Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

(3Jn 1:7)  Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.

(3Jn 1:8)  We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

There were many believers journeying to strange cities and unfamiliar lands to carry the Gospel to the world.  These men and women would stay in the homes of other believers as they traveled.  The church was a missionary church carrying out the Great Commission, and the hospitality of fellow Christians was an important partnership in this effort.  Gaius had become well-known for his hosting.  He did not merely talk about his faith, he lived it passionately, making him a great example for others to emulate.
II. Sinfully Ambitious Diotrephes (3 John 1:9-11)

A. Lover of Preeminence (v. 9)

(3Jn 1:9)  I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.

Apparently, Gaius attended the same congregation as this man, Diotrephes.  While John received glowing reports about Gaius’ love and compassion, John’s direct communications with the church was rebuffed and resisted by Diotrephes, an ambitious self-serving powermonger.   He loved having preeminence, or in other words, he wanted to be top dog and dictate church policy from his own selfish desires.  Only One is to be preeminent in the Body of Christ, and it was not meant to be Diotrephes or any other man.  It is hard to understand how any believer in those days could stoop to treating an original Apostle in so callous a fashion.  There are those today unfortunately that act much the same way in local congregations. They get a little power and become hungry for more, manipulating people and resisting proper authority to get their way.  The Church is never served well by such people.
B. Malicious Toward Others (v. 10)

(3Jn 1:10)  Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.

Diotrephes had a malicious tongue toward the apostles and missionaries, but he went further by turning away the traveling evangelists and coercing others in the church to do likewise or be cast out of the congregation.  This brings up a question:  did Diotrephes so treat Gaius, and was this a reason for the letter itself?  John was confident in his authority in Christ and he promised to deal with the rebellious Diotrephes.  The church has both a mission of love and life to the seeking lost souls, and a mandate to confront wickedness so that it will not weaken, corrupt, or destroy the work of the Gospel.
C. Do Not Follow Evil (v. 11)

(3Jn 1:11)  Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

John was pointedly referring to Diotrephes in this verse.  Diotrephes obviously advertised himself as a Christian, but John put the lie to his hypocrisy.  Diotrephes was evil by choice, and he did not know Christ.  John encouraged Gaius to look elsewhere for good examples to follow.  Diotrephes is a prime case of the bad example, showing us what we do not want to imitate if we love Jesus.
III. Highly Respected Demetrius (3 John 1:12-24)

A. Man With a Good Report (v. 12)

(3Jn 1:12)  Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.

John immediately presented to Gaius another man, apparently in the same congregation, as a good example.  Demetrius had a good reputation like Gaius.  He loved and lived the truth, which is perhaps the best thing that could be said of a believer.  John clearly recommends the life of Demetrius to Gaius.  I can’t think of a higher honor from a human being than to be recommended by the Apostle John as a good example.  The bottom line is this; we are all examples, but it is our choice whether to be a good one or a bad one.  God will honor us with grace and life if we seek to walk as good examples for those coming after.
B. Many Things Unwritten (v. 13)

(3Jn 1:13)  I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee:

John chose not to extend the length and coverage of this letter, perhaps because he knew Diotrephes would obtain and use it against him or Gaius.  His heart was full of wisdom and love toward his spiritual son, things he wanted to express to him.  John was himself a great example of a pastor and shepherd, following Christ and leading others in the faith.
C. Face-To-Face Meeting Expected (v. 14)

(3Jn 1:14)  But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.

John planned to see Gaius in person and encourage him in his walk.  Gaius could rest in the peace of God, no matter how he may have been treated in his local church, because he had chosen to live after the heart of God, not after himself.
There are as many possible examples for us to follow as there are people we know.  The example we leave for those after us will depend largely on who we choose to emulate now.  Let us only choose Jesus and those faithful saints, comparing each person to the Word before we opt to copy their behavior.
