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I. Recognizing The Risen Christ (John 20:1; 11-18)

A. Grief Over Jesus’ Death (vv. 1, 11)

(Joh 20:1)  The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:2)  Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.

(Joh 20:3)  Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:4)  So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.

(Joh 20:5)  And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.

(Joh 20:6)  Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,

(Joh 20:7)  And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.

(Joh 20:8)  Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.

(Joh 20:9)  For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.

(Joh 20:10)  Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.

(Joh 20:11)  But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre,

For Christians, there is no more important celebration than the day we call Easter.  The established fact of Jesus’ resurrection under girds every valid article of faith we live by. He is the reason for our life and His victory over the grave is our victory.  We remember and rejoice every year, but it is instructive to go back to the old familiar story and immerse ourselves in the perspectives of the grief stricken disciples as the truth literally dawned upon their lives.  They had heard the somber prophetic words of the Master as He warned them of the imminent sorrowful death He would meet, but, as people are prone to do, the unpleasant news was somewhat ignored, because it was too difficult to face.  Now, the terrible reality had arrived and hope and faith were dashed to pieces.  Sunday came with tidings hard to understand.  Who would have removed the stone?  Mary went back to the tomb and stood observing as Peter and John investigated and their faith and hope revived.  For 
Mary however, the loss was still too heavy.
B. Disturbing Supposition (vv. 12-15)

(Joh 20:12)  And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.

(Joh 20:13)  And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

(Joh 20:14)  And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.

(Joh 20:15)  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.

The two angels showed themselves to Mary because she needed to see them.  It is interesting that at this point they asked her why she wept, but did not respond to her despair.  They were there to get her ready for revelation.  Mary’s attention turned to another figure in the garden, Who she thought was the gardener. He asked her the same question, coupled with a second question.  Mary’s mind and heart was still so full of the death she had witnessed, she still did not recognize Life as He stood before her.  We are often caught as she was in the overwhelming immediacy of our circumstances, blinding us to the truth standing just beyond the doorway of belief.  Our Lord wants us also to take the step He was asking her to take; stop looking and start believing!
C. Astounding Discovery (vv. 16-18)

(Joh 20:16)  Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

(Joh 20:17)  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

(Joh 20:18)  Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

Jesus reached out in grace and love to this bereaved disciple.  One word from His lips ripped the veil from her understanding and she SAW Him!  We can imagine at least partly the breathless joy she experienced as she knew the reality of His promise that He would rise again, but we would have had to be her to know its fullness.  Evidently her first reaction was to run to Him, for He had to caution her not to touch Him at this time.  He gave her a mission to spread the joy she felt and proclaim His life to the disciples still steeped in grief.  We have a mission also, the same one Mary had.  We are to proclaim loudly and repeatedly, “HE IS RISEN!”
II. Relationship With The Risen Christ (Luke 24:13-17, 26-35)
A. Tragic Events Reviewed (vv. 13-17)

(Luk 24:13)  And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.

(Luk 24:14)  And they talked together of all these things which had happened.

(Luk 24:15)  And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them.

(Luk 24:16)  But their eyes were holden that they should not know him.

(Luk 24:17)  And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?

(Luk 24:18)  And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?

(Luk 24:19)  And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:

(Luk 24:20)  And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him.

(Luk 24:21)  But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.

(Luk 24:22)  Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre;

(Luk 24:23)  And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive.

(Luk 24:24)  And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not.

(Luk 24:25)  Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:

The disciples that witnessed the sacrifice of Jesus were forced to contemplate getting on with their lives without Him.  I don’t know how I could have handled that conception.  The two disciples in this passage tried to cope by supporting each other in their grief, conversing about the events and striving to come terms with the new reality.  Another traveler joined with them, apparently curious about the topic of their conversation.  They were eager to talk about the terrible events, including the unbelievable twist of the empty tomb.  The stranger must have astonished them as He began to rebuke them for their lack of faith.  Not exactly the kind words most of us would expect to hear from sympathetic outsiders to our bereavement, but then again, this Stranger was about to rock their world.
B. Enlightened by Christ (vv. 26-29)

(Luk 24:26)  Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

(Luk 24:27)  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

(Luk 24:28)  And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further.

(Luk 24:29)  But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them.

The Stranger opened the Word and opened their ears of faith, readying them for revelation they did not expect.  Far from being offended at His rebuke and teaching, they were drawn to Him and invited Him to stay where they were lodging.  They may not have been expecting the miracle they would soon experience, but they wanted to hear more truth.  When we are ready and seeking Jesus even in the middle of our pain, He will reveal Himself and meet our need.  Whatever the circumstances we see around us, God is looking for hearts that will seek and hear Him.
C. Christ Revealed in Communion (vv. 30-35)

(Luk 24:30)  And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.

(Luk 24:31)  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight.

(Luk 24:32)  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

(Luk 24:33)  And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them,

(Luk 24:34)  Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.

(Luk 24:35)  And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread.

The two disciples knew this Stranger was one of them, but they were astonished as He finally allowed them to know Who He was, breaking bread in fellowship, opening their eyes, then instantly disappearing from the room.  They realized then that their spirits knew Him even when their physical minds did not.  They could not wait until the safety of daylight to return and tell what they had seen and heard.  Their excited faith was confirmed as they found that Jesus had also appeared to Peter, and they recounted their experience to the eleven.  If we can capture and feel even a fraction of the excitement that enveloped the disciples in this moment, we will have not problem telling the Good News to our neighbors, our coworkers, our families, and even perfect strangers.  Can we believe as they believed in that moment?
III. Restored By The Risen Christ (John 21:1, 2, 15-19)

A. Christ Meets With His Disciples (vv. 1, 2)

(Joh 21:1)  After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself.

(Joh 21:2)  There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.

(Joh 21:3)  Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.

(Joh 21:4)  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

(Joh 21:5)  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.

(Joh 21:6)  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.

(Joh 21:7)  Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.

(Joh 21:8)  And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes.

(Joh 21:9)  As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.

(Joh 21:10)  Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.

(Joh 21:11)  Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net broken.

(Joh 21:12)  Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

(Joh 21:13)  Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.

(Joh 21:14)  This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.

Jesus appeared at various times to different groups during a 40 day period prior to His ascension.  He did not stay with them constantly as He did before His death.  He was readying them for a relationship that would be maintained without physical sight.  This period was at once both incredibly exciting and quite discouraging, and the disciples had trouble dealing with the new conditions.  Life intruded and mundane things took precedence.  Peter and some of the other disciples decided to return to the old life they had known before Jesus, the life He had called them from 3 years ago.  Fishing was what they knew, so back to fishing they went.  However, the fishing wasn’t working either.  After a fruitless night, a figure on the shore instructed them to try again, revealing His identity through the miracle they witnessed.  Peter eagerly swam to shore to see his Lord.  Jesus invited them to dinner and fellowship.  He did not condemn their discouraged return to the life before, but met them where they were, restoring them to joy and worship by His presence. 
B. Questioned and Commissioned (vv. 15-17)

(Joh 21:15)  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

(Joh 21:16)  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

(Joh 21:17)  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

It was time for Jesus to confront the fears and memory of failure Peter clutched tightly to himself.  None of us are free from failure in our walk.  Jesus died for the sins of the world, including ours.  Peter had to realize that in the eyes of his Master he was still beloved and cherished, no matter what he struggled with internally.  Peter responded honestly to the high call of Jesus, unable to use the same words Jesus used, but doing the best he could at this point.  Jesus repeated 3 times His question and gave Peter the same call to service 3 times.   I believe Peter got the point, but it is important that we get the point also.  Our relationship with the living Lord is not what it should be, but it will grow because He is alive and well and living in us to make us like Him.  Our responsibility is to surrender and obey.  He will take care of the growing.
C. Christ’s Command:  Follow Me (vv. 18, 19)

(Joh 21:18)  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

(Joh 21:19)  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.

Jesus mercifully warned Peter that there would be a high cost to him if he chose to follow Him.  Peter would suffer a martyr’s death when it came his time to leave.  Jesus then issued the simple command, “Follow Me.”  We know Peter obeyed with all his heart and life, and the world would not be the same.  Jesus is alive and calling us to follow.  He is no dead figure speaking only from the lifeless pages of history.  He lives and He speaks now!  Will we listen and obey now?
