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Faith Born of Desperation
I. Acknowledge Christ’s Authority (Matthew 8:5-13)

A. Belief in Christ’s Authority Expressed (vv. 5-9)

(Mat 8:5)  And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,

(Mat 8:6)  And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.

(Mat 8:7)  And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.

(Mat 8:8)  The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.

(Mat 8:9)  For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

There will be times in every person’s life when desperation strikes and reality overwhelms us with pain, fear, or loss.  Some one has said that 10 percent of life consists of the things that happen to us, while 90 percent is how we respond.  It can often take only a small change in circumstances to overwhelm our coping ability and send us into panic and desperation.  If we stay in the desperation, we will eventually destroy ourselves in a bid to escape.  What then is the best way to handle desperation?  The centurion was desperate to find help for his much-loved servant.  When he heard that Jesus was close by, he came to the Master, believing that He could supply his need.  Desperation, properly handled, will lead us to search for an answer, but recognizing that Christ is our Answer means that our desperation has motivated our faith as it did the centurion’s.  The centurion recognized the authority Jesus had to command the answer for his need.  Faith is genuine only if we actually believe He can.
B. Faith in Christ Commended (vv. 10-12)

(Mat 8:10)  When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

(Mat 8:11)  And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.

(Mat 8:12)  But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Jesus used the extraordinary faith of the centurion as an example, contrasting it with the lack of faith He saw in those that believed themselves to the chosen people of God.  Jesus’ words to the Jews that followed Him that day were harsh in their ears, but it was a trumpet of liberty to all others, including us.  We don’t have to be of a certain bloodline or religious tradition to gain access to heaven.  If our desperation produces in us the faith to believe in Christ, we can be part of His kingdom, even as those that considered themselves entitled to God’s favor were excluded.
C. Faith Rewarded According to Belief (v. 13)

(Mat 8:13)  And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.

Jesus responded to the centurion’s declaration by meeting his need.  God graces us with the gift of faith.  If he did not provide it, faith would never arise in us on its own.  The centurion, like us, had to be willing to accept and apply this gift before it could do him any good.  Human beings are funny this way.  We are as a whole, so full of ourselves, so selfish, so prideful, and so rebellious, we will embrace every opportunity to act independently of God.  It usually requires catastrophe, either personal or corporate, to convince us that we cannot handle life unaided, and to motivate us to accept our inadequacy and exercise faith in God.  God so loves that He will accept us whatever the situations that drove us to seek Him.
II. Be Honest About Doubt (Mark 9:14-29)

A. A Father’s Desperate Situation (vv. 14-19)

(Mar 9:14)  And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, and the scribes questioning with them.

(Mar 9:15)  And straightway all the people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him.

(Mar 9:16)  And he asked the scribes, What question ye with them?

(Mar 9:17)  And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit;

(Mar 9:18)  And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.

(Mar 9:19)  He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me.

Jesus was presented with a problem.  The spirit that possessed the young man refused to leave at the command of the disciples.  The father obviously thought the disciples could help, otherwise he would not have asked.  Their failure only increased his desperation.  Jesus was grieved by the lack of faith He saw in this man and in His disciples.  When desperate situations confront us, we have to avoid half measures.  Either we cast ourselves on the One Who can do all things, or we must seek Him until we can surrender all to Him.
B. The Struggle To Believe (vv. 20-24)
(Mar 9:20)  And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.

(Mar 9:21)  And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.

(Mar 9:22)  And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.

(Mar 9:23)  Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.

(Mar 9:24)  And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.

The scenario is interesting to say the least.  Jesus did not have to ask anything about the boy, for He already knew.  He asked because He wanted the father to realize that he had grown accustomed to this curse on his son.  His familiarity with the problem robbed him of the motivation he needed to let go of his doubt.  We often do the same thing about situations in our lives.  We get used to the cages around us, and fail to seek the escape faith can bring.
The father said to Jesus, “if you can do any thing.”  He could not find the all-out faith he needed.  Jesus did not tell him He could indeed heal the boy, but instead He confronted the father with the root problem.  The question was never, if Jesus could heal and deliver, but, if the father could believe Jesus could do these things.  The father realized his problem, and cried out to Jesus to help him with his doubt.  His desperation stopped focusing on the possibility of his son’s healing and focused instead on his lack of faith.  Once we see that we are the limiting factor in God’s work in our situation, He can accomplish the work.
C. Christ Rewards Faith (vv. 25-29)

(Mar 9:25)  When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.

(Mar 9:26)  And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead.

(Mar 9:27)  But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.

(Mar 9:28)  And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, Why could not we cast him out?

(Mar 9:29)  And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.

Jesus did not perform sideshows.  As the crowd began to run to see the excitement, Jesus quickly delivered the young man.  The boy’s father had been lead by the words of Jesus to faith he didn’t have before, faith sufficient for Jesus to reward.  The deliverance was violent but complete.  Later the puzzled disciples wondered why they could not cast out the spirit.  Jesus’ reply to them was significant.  For whatever reason, this spirit was stronger or more resistant than normal.  Deliverance required spiritual preparation.  What was the preparation intended to do?  It was to bring the disciples’ faith to the needed level.  Just as the father was too familiar with is crisis to believe sufficiently, so the disciples may have reached a level of complacency in their ministry.  They just assumed when they spoke, the spirits would obey.  Jesus may have allowed this confrontation to reset their perspective, to remind them that their ministry was His ministry, and that without a sold-out faith in Him, they would certainly fail.
III. Persist In Seeking Christ (Matthew 15:22-28)

A. A Mother’s Desperate Situation (vv. 22-24)

(Mat 15:22)  And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.

(Mat 15:23)  But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us.

(Mat 15:24)  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Jesus was not a racist.  He reminded the disciples that He was sent to bring salvation to Israel.  The time of salvation for the Gentiles would come, but it would come after He died as the perfect Lamb.  He did not answer the pleas of the woman, but neither did He instruct His followers to send her away.  There was a method to His response, or rather lack of response.
B. Determined Faith in Christ (vv. 25-27)

(Mat 15:25)  Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.

(Mat 15:26)  But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.

(Mat 15:27)  And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.

The desperate woman persisted in her seeking, only to be apparently dismissed by the words of Jesus.  In those words He reminded her of what the Jews thought about her and her nation.  He confronted her with a choice.  Would she give up and leave, accepting the status quo, or did she really believe He was for her as well as for Israel?  Her response to His discouragement was a creative expression of her faith.  Nothing in her past supported her continued pleas, but she chose to believe and ask anyway.  She might be a dog in the eyes of her world, but she chose to make Jesus her Master.
C. Faith in Christ Rewarded (v. 28)

(Mat 15:28)  Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.

It is significant in this lesson today, that Jesus was impressed by the faith of two people that His nation rejected out of hand as unworthy of the regard of Jehovah.  Jesus expressed to this woman His approval of her actions, and everything she asked for came true.  We must learn from this story.  God is not looking for family or tradition of social connections in us.  He is waiting to see if we are desperate enough for Him to come by the way of faith into His kingdom.  If we will, all that He has is available to us.
