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Faith In Desperate Situations
I. Pursue Christ’s Help (Mark 5:25-34)

A. An Incurable Illness (vv. 25, 26)

(Mar 5:25)  And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,

(Mar 5:26)  And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,

Desperation is the feeling of despair and hopelessness that comes when we confront trouble for which we can see no solution and no help.  Desperate people will do things in their desperation that they would not even consider under better circumstances.  Desperation drives some people to stealing, lying, murder, and any number of destructive actions, as they seek an escape.  Satan loves desperation, for it opens doors into people’s lives through which he can engineer their destruction.  Desperation can also be the opportunity for God to intervene in the course of our lives and certify His existence, power, and love for us.  Every place of desperation presents us with a clear choice.  The woman in this passage had no earthly options left.  She had probably gone through anger, resignation to her state, false hopes, and crushing disappointments in her journey to her final desperation.  She was exhausted and spent in every part of her being.  Sometimes desperation hits quickly, but in her case it was like a growing cancer slowly eating her life.
B. Determined to Touch Jesus’ Clothes (vv. 27-29)

(Mar 5:27)  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.

(Mar 5:28)  For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.

(Mar 5:29)  And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.

She may have never heard of Jesus until this visit to her hometown, but when she did, desperation drove her determination to literally grasp the only hope left for her, a hope she didn’t even know existed until now.  This story emphatically illustrates one huge reason for daily witnessing by word and deed to the power of Jesus in our lives.  We never know when our witness may reach a desperate soul needing to just know of the hope in Christ to make the move that will change their life and eternity.
Desperate faith pushed the woman to press through to her goal.  Quitting was not an option, for quitting was to die.  We receive from God when we honor Him for Who He is.  Her desperation had room only for believing He could heal, for believing the stories she must have heard about His power and authority were true.  Her honest, needy faith honored Him as her Answer.  The simple physical touch of his garment completed the bridge of faith for her and her healing was immediate and complete.  It seems so simple a thing in this story, but we frequently find it difficult to exercise this same simple, needy, God-honoring faith that gives room for no outcome but Him in our desperate condition. 
C. Given Peace and Wholeness (vv. 30-34)

(Mar 5:30)  And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes?

(Mar 5:31)  And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?

(Mar 5:32)  And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing.

(Mar 5:33)  But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth.

(Mar 5:34)  And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

Did Jesus know that this was going to happen?  Yes, but He wisely let the process of her faith work itself out in her actions, for her benefit.  The woman heard Him ask the question, a question actually directed at her, although the disciples attempted to answer Him, not at all understanding the situation.  Jesus didn’t ask pointless questions, notwithstanding the disciples’ assuming he had.  The woman revealed herself with the courage of her faith, and received a blessing from the Master.  God wants to not just fix our desperate issues, but he also wants to bless us in relationship to Him.  When we see our need met, the next step that will open the door to communion requires our thankful praise to Him.
II. Respond To Christ’s Authority (Luke 7:1-10)

A. Concern for a Dying Servant (vv. 1-3)
(Luk 7:1)  Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum.

(Luk 7:2)  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die.

(Luk 7:3)  And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant.

The Roman centurion was a compassionate man.  His desperation was not for himself, but for a servant for which he cared deeply.  He also was a man respected by the local Jews, illustrated by the fact that he could request that they approach Jesus for his need, and they were willing to do so.  He was obviously sensitive to the Jewish prohibitions against companying with Gentiles.  He was searching for help, and he believed Jesus was the One Who could help.
B. Appeal to Jesus for Healing (vv. 4-8)

(Luk 7:4)  And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this:

(Luk 7:5)  For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.

(Luk 7:6)  Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof:

(Luk 7:7)  Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.

(Luk 7:8)  For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

The high quality of this soldier’s character is clearly displayed in this story.  Instead of taking advantage of his position of authority over the people of this occupied land, he strove to spend wealth and effort to favor them and encourage them.  In as much as was possible to be a good man without knowing God for himself, he was a good man.  He was eager to honor Jesus as a respected Teacher, by assuring Him that He did not have to come into his unworthy house, and that he himself was not worthy to be in the Master’s presence.  Then he expressed a better understanding of the authority of Jesus than any of the Jews that regarded Jesus as a rabble rouser.  He truly believed that whatever Jesus said would happen.  Faith is powerful only when it is placed in One Who is powerful.
C. Amazing Faith in Jesus (vv. 9, 10)

(Luk 7:9)  When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.

(Luk 7:10)  And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick.

What a rare attainment, to cause Jesus to marvel at a mere man!  Jesus bestowed the greatest compliment on this Gentile, regarded as a dog by most of the Jews that He ever expressed in His earthly ministry.  The centurion had not just faith, but “great” faith, for he believed in Jesus more deeply than almost any one else.  The result of this man’s great faith was that the desperate need was met.  The servant was eminently blessed to have such a friend full of love and faith as the centurion was.  Will we be as great a friend to someone in desperate need?  Are we willing to accept the burden of their desperation and make it our own, as the centurion did?
III. Recognize Christ’s Power To Save (Luke 23:39-43)

A. Criminals in the Same Plight (vv. 39-41)

(Luk 23:39)  And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

(Luk 23:40)  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?

(Luk 23:41)  And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.

The two thieves crucified with Jesus had reached the peak of desperation.  All that awaited them now was a pain-filled death of shame and regret.  There was no room for hope in human eyes.  One of the men tried to make himself feel a bit better by joining the derisive crowd mocking Jesus and at the same time trying to get Jesus to do something to help him escape.  His outlook remained selfish and grasping.  The other thief, punished for the same type of offense, looked past himself and saw hope, not at the fleshly level of escape from the cross, but by faith he looked and saw Jesus, bloodied and dying, for Who He said He was, understanding that He was executed in innocence.
B. Prayer for Salvation (v. 42)

(Luk 23:42)  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

The believing thief did not ask for a cessation of pain, but for the regard of Jesus as eternal Lord.  He believed Jesus was actually the King the mockers were deriding Him as in jest.  Two men, two very different responses to their despair.  It matters far more how we handle trouble than the nature of the trouble.  There is a way to win in every case.  People lose because to win they must believe in the only One that has overcome the world, and they choose themselves instead of Him.
C. Salvation Granted (v. 43)

(Luk 23:43)  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

The believing thief received the promise of life from the Source of Life.  His shameful past and his ignoble death meant nothing as they were washed away in the freshly shed blood of Jesus.  Desperation is often a path to ultimate destruction, but when coupled with faith in Christ, it becomes a door to hope and renewal.  The willing faith is the key.
