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Faith To Follow Christ
I. Recognize The Lamb Of God (John 1:29-36)

A. John’s Testimony About Jesus (vv. 29-31)

(Joh 1:29)  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

(Joh 1:30)  This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.

(Joh 1:31)  And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water.

John was aware of his role as forerunner of the Messiah.  By his own words, he admits he did not know who that Person was, but that as soon as he saw Jesus he recognized and declared Him to those listening.  Throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry, those that were tuned in to the voice of God had no trouble recognizing Christ in at least part of His role.  It was the stubborn and prideful that could not see He was Who they desperately needed.  It is not open hearts or anything in us that shows us His true nature.  It is however, the sovereign act of the Holy Spirit to acknowledge our openness and reveal Jesus to our understanding.
B. The Spirit’s Identification of Jesus (vv. 32-34)

(Joh 1:32)  And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.

(Joh 1:33)  And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

(Joh 1:34)  And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.

Even John had to wait for the word and sign of God’s Spirit to identify and verify the person of the Messiah.  John’s intellect or shrewdness had no play in this process.  Rather, John was privileged as the forerunner to see and declare Christ to the world, because of his willingness to believe, in short, his faith in God and God’s Word.  The identity and work of Christ was revealed to John in the same way it is revealed to us today.  The much-used concept that we seek God until He finds us is overwhelmingly true!
C. Invitation to Recognize Jesus (vv. 35, 36)

(Joh 1:35)  Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples;

(Joh 1:36)  And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!

Notice that John could not be satisfied with a one-time pronouncement of the Messiah.  He wanted the world, including those that followed his ministry, to know Who Jesus was.  That sounds like the perfect motivation for all believers, no matter how humble or exalted our place in the earth.  We are under a mandate of love to declare the identity and heart of Jesus to all that will listen.
II. Follow Christ Without Reservation (John 1:37-42)

A. Hear, Then Follow Christ (v. 37)

(Joh 1:37)  And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.

John had done the work in these disciples that he was called to do, for as soon as they knew Who He was, they parted company with John and began to follow the One declared and exalted by John.  Any spiritual leader worthy of that label will seek to win followers to Jesus, not him or herself.  Their actions signified that they were seekers after truth, not personality.  We don’t follow Jesus because He’s a rock star or media icon.  He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no one will ever compare to Him.
B. Learn of Jesus Christ (vv. 38,39)

(Joh 1:38)  Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, Master,) where dwellest thou?

(Joh 1:39)  He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.

Jesus asked these two seekers a loaded question, one they could have answered in many ways.  Their response was down-to-earth and sincere.  They were not curiosity seekers.  They heard Him and they wanted to know Him.  You can usually derive a good impression of a person’s life if you can see the place they call home.  Jesus answered their question by inviting them to His home.  He invites us to His home now.  The place of worship is the place we have been given to learn of Him.  If we want to know Him, we will visit frequently.  That place of worship can be the local church, and it can be at the foot of our bed.  It is wherever we draw away to be in His presence.
C. Influence Others To Follow Christ (vv. 40-42)

(Joh 1:40)  One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

(Joh 1:41)  He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

(Joh 1:42)  And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

This is the first instance in the recorded ministry of Jesus, in which a “regular” guy becomes a passionate witness for Jesus.  Andrew knew he had found the truth, and he wanted those he loved to know it too.  His passion for Christ was coupled with his love for his family, and resulted in the discipling of Peter, who was to become one of the chief disciples and apostles of Christ.  The foundation of Andrew’s passion was his faith in Who Jesus was.  He did not see Him as merely a good teacher, but as the promised Messiah.
III. Expect A New Vision (John 1:43-51)

A. Be Found By and For Jesus (vv. 43-46)

(Joh 1:43)  The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me.

(Joh 1:44)  Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

(Joh 1:45)  Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

(Joh 1:46)  And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.

Jesus found another passionate witness in Phillip.  Philip went to his friend Nathanael and witnessed to his new-found faith in Christ.  Nathanael expressed disdain for the town Jesus grew up in, but Philip, instead of trying to argue the point, simple invited his friend to come and see for himself.  Our job as witnesses is not to argue people into the kingdom, but to invite them to “taste and see.”
B. Be Honest With Jesus (vv. 47-49)
(Joh 1:47)  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!

(Joh 1:48)  Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

(Joh 1:49)  Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.

Nathanael was a healthy skeptic.  He did not immediately accept the testimony of Philip, but he was willing to see for himself.  God is never afraid to be examined by men seeking truth.  He will be faithful to present all the evidence we need to believe.  Jesus effectively countered Nathanael’s caution, demonstrating His power and knowledge as the Son of God.  Nathanael, having seen and heard for himself, willingly believed and declare his faith.  Jesus accurately assessed this young man as one that sought truth and despised deception.  True faith in Christ is based only upon revealed truth.
C. Expect Great Things of Jesus (vv. 50, 51)

(Joh 1:50)  Jesus answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.

(Joh 1:51)  And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

Jesus promised this earnest young man greater evidence and demonstration of His glory.  God rewards faith with validation and confirmation in our lives.  We must choose to believe in Him, before we can experience the heights of relationship.  He will assure us of His reality, and establish our faith so it can withstand the attacks of doubt and deception that come in every believer’s life.
