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Faith To See

I. Jesus Heals Physical Blindness (John 9:1-11)

A.
Jesus Dispels Ignorance (vv. 1-3)

(Joh 9:1)  And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.

(Joh 9:2)  And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?

(Joh 9:3)  Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him.

Jesus addressed a question most of us have asked sometime in our lives.  Why the pain, why the infirmities?  Is it our fault?  Most of the time, if our troubles are due to our own sin, we can see that fact whether we want to or not.  Our questions arise when we can’t see the consequential connection.  In this case, Jesus reached out and removed the barriers of understanding, revealing the truth of purpose for this man’s distress.  He was not saying the man and his parents were sinless, only that their failures were not the cause for the man’s blindness.

B.
Jesus Does the Work of God (vv. 4-7)

(Joh 9:4)  I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

(Joh 9:5)  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

(Joh 9:6)  When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay,

(Joh 9:7)  And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

An amazing, and somewhat disturbing idea; this man was blind so that Jesus could minister to him and others.  This is a revealing concept.  We are created, even with our faults and needs, for the glory of God.  Whatever we go through that promotes and uplifts Christ is worth the pain!  Jesus acted to relieve the man’s need, healing his blindness.  His work brought glory to the Father.  If Jesus had merely pointed out the man’s need as a tool for the kingdom, no glory would have been gained.  It was the grace bestowed in the healing that brought the glory and credit to Christ.  Our pain does not in itself glorify God.  It is what He does in us through our suffering that exalts Jesus.

C.
Jesus Causes Blind Eyes To See (vv. 8-11)

(Joh 9:8)  The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged?

(Joh 9:9)  Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he.

(Joh 9:10)  Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened?

(Joh 9:11)  He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight.

These verses illustrate the process of  giving credit where credit is due.  The miracle was so astounding that neighbors and friends were not sure the seeing man was the same as he that was so well known to be blind.  The man himself had to clearly identify himself as the beneficiary of Jesus’ power and compassion.  He had the responsibility of being the witness on the spot to testify of the work of God in his life.

II. Jesus’ Miracle Questioned (John 9:12-34)

A.
Various Opinions About Jesus (vv. 12-16)

(Joh 9:12)  Then said they unto him, Where is he? He said, I know not.

(Joh 9:13)  They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind.

(Joh 9:14)  And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.

(Joh 9:15)  Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do see.

(Joh 9:16)  Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them.

Now comes the showdown.  Jesus had the bad taste to heal this man on the Sabbath.  The Pharisees heard about it and were characteristically incensed at this violation of their legal traditions.  The healed man was healed because he believed Jesus was capable of doing this work in him.  The Pharisees could not accept this healing, as they were far more concerned with the “violation” of the Sabbath.  Some of them categorized Jesus as ungodly solely based on their traditions.  Others were confused because the power of God was evident in this miracle, yet it violated their laws as they chose to interpret them.  Confusion is a normal consequence of unwillingness to believe in the face of clear evidence or supernatural revelation.

B.
Courageous Defense of Jesus (vv. 17-27)
(Joh 9:17)  They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet.

(Joh 9:18)  But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had received his sight.

(Joh 9:19)  And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see?

(Joh 9:20)  His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind:

(Joh 9:21)  But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for himself.

(Joh 9:22)  These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue.

(Joh 9:23)  Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask him.

(Joh 9:24)  Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.

(Joh 9:25)  He answered and said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

(Joh 9:26)  Then said they to him again, What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes?

(Joh 9:27)  He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples?

There is a saying; “None is so blind as he that will not see.”  Faith is a matter of both grace and will.  We are given the measure of faith, according to Romans 12:3.  That is grace.  Applying this faith is left up to our volition.  The Pharisees COULD HAVE believed but they chose not to.  Their refusal to believe blinded them to the wonder and glory of this miracle.  The parents also knew that the healing was real, but they would not stand in their son’s defense because they were afraid of the consequences.  The healed man knew, believed, and accepted the reality of his healing.  He would not take the bait proffered by the skeptical Pharisees, but stood on what he knew.  Faith will enable us to stand against doubt and arguments.

C.
Blind Rejection of Jesus (vv. 28-34)

(Joh 9:28)  Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples.

(Joh 9:29)  We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is.

(Joh 9:30)  The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes.

(Joh 9:31)  Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth.

(Joh 9:32)  Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind.

(Joh 9:33)  If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.

(Joh 9:34)  They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.

The healed man allowed the power of his faith to strengthen his defense of Jesus.  He could not answer every question posed by the skeptics, but he was sure of the experience he had received.  The religious leaders disdained his knowledge, rejecting the man, his faith, and the One that healed him.  They assumed they knew more about the situation than the man who was there.  Pride gets in the way of faith and leads to blindness.

III. Jesus Rebukes Spiritual Blindness (John 9:35-41)

A.
Do You Believe in the Son? (vv. 35-37)

(Joh 9:35)  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?

(Joh 9:36)  He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?

(Joh 9:37)  And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.

It wasn’t just the miracle of healing that changed this man’s life.  Jesus returned to him after hearing of his rejection by the Pharisees.  The man was not sure of Jesus’ identity, but he was ready for more specific revelation.  God is faithful to reveal truth to those that truly seek it.  The little that this man knew he was willing to suffer ostracism to defend.  Jesus wanted him to have the opportunity to believe the whole truth about the Son of God.

B.
Confessing Faith in the Son (v. 38)

(Joh 9:38)  And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him.

The man’s response was immediate and sincere.  God is looking for people from all places and times that will unhesitatingly believe revealed truth.  This was a true disciple.  He would not only live the rest of his life with the benefits of his physical sight, but his faith opened his spiritual eyes for eternity.

C.
Is Seeing Believing? (vv. 39-41)

(Joh 9:39)  And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.

(Joh 9:40)  And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto him, Are we blind also?

(Joh 9:41)  Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.

The third chapter of John tells us that men condemn themselves when they choose darkness instead of light.  Walking in complete darkness is exactly the same as being totally blind.  The stubborn pride of the Pharisees denied them their faith to see, so they could not be healed of their sin.  Seeing is not believing, but believing is seeing.

