PAGE  
2

Faith for Salvation
I. Need for Salvation (Luke 7:36-40)

A. Jesus Invited to Dinner (v. 36)

(Luk 7:36)  And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.

Jesus engaged Himself with people.  One of the most frequent criticisms His opponents had about Him was that He companied with the wrong “kind” of people.  His mission was people. The Pharisees were His worst critics, yet He gladly accepted this invitation to dine with one of them.  God does not express exclusivity to the world in the Church age.  We have no business, as His disciples and as members of His body, setting artificial standards for fellowship with us.  The world of people is welcome at the Cross, and it should be in our churches too.
B. An Unexpected Hostess (vv. 37. 38)

(Luk 7:37)  And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

(Luk 7:38)  And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

The scripture here clearly identifies the woman as a “sinner,” one without connection to God.  This sinner wanted a relationship with Jesus.  Jesus drew desperate people to Himself.  He offered hope and life to those needing both.  The woman was known for her sin, yet she dared to enter the house of a respected religionist, just to express her devotion to Christ.  She brought an offering of perfume that may have cost her everything she had, to anoint Jesus.  She humbled herself as the lowest servant in His honor.  By doing this she displayed a faith that Jesus would accept her sacrifice.  She must have heard Him teaching at some point, and the truth and love He projected burned into her soul, so much that she was willing to endure any humiliation and shame to honor Him. Her faith caused her to act.
C. Unjustified Critical Thoughts (vv. 39, 40)

(Luk 7:39)  Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

(Luk 7:40)  And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on.

Simon was the quintessential Pharisee.  The legalistic implications of this situation were foremost in his mind.  To be touched by any person categorized as a “sinner” under the legal traditions of Judaism was to be rendered unclean under those same traditions.  He could not see the spirit of sincere worship, nor perceive the heart of repentance and devotion this woman showed.  Besides, she was a woman, not allowed under any circumstances to be so forward in the presence of men.  He also doubted the Person he had invited to his home, questioning His prophetic credentials.  This was all happening silently in his mind, of course.
Jesus knew his thoughts however.  Simon was about to get a lesson on the Person and power of Jesus.

II. Gratitude for Forgiveness (Luke 7:41-50)

A. Parable About Forgiveness (vv. 41-43)

(Luk 7:41)  There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty.

(Luk 7:42)  And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?

(Luk 7:43)  Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged.

Jesus was the Master Teacher.  Deriding Simon for his dishonorable and prideful thoughts was one way to put him in his place, but Jesus desired to change his heart, not just challenge his Pharisaical traditions.  The Master Teacher instead used a truth-laden story to open Simon’s eyes.  It was a simple story, and the question Jesus asked could have only one reasonable answer.  Christ has done for us as the creditor did in this parable.  No matter the weight of transgression we have accumulated before we knew Him, his forgiveness is thorough and global for each of us.  He does not forgive selectively. The real issue is; can we love Him in true proportion to His forgiveness to us?  The answer must be never.  Since we can not love him enough to compensate Him for His sacrifice for us, our sole option is to always love Him as much as we are able and beyond, with the love He sheds in our hearts.
B. Love Expressed for Jesus (vv. 44-47)
(Luk 7:44)  And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

(Luk 7:45)  Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.

(Luk 7:46)  My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.

(Luk 7:47)  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

Now Jesus begins to draw the noose of uncomfortable truth around Simon’s prideful assessments.  He thought of himself as an upstanding Jew, cleaving to the tenets of Judaism without serious fault.  The truth was that he had dishonored his Guest by failing to do the normally expected acts of hospitality, because he had likely invited Jesus to his house not for love and fellowship but to set a trap to expose Him to ridicule or worse.  His motives were of dishonor and malice, and this despised woman had entered his house and done the very things for Jesus he should have done.  Thus the woman had expressed true love and gratitude to Christ.  Her heart yearned to know Him, even as Simon’s heart desired to condemn Him.  She believed the words of Jesus and loved the One He said He was.  Her faith was saving faith.  The depth of her love was displayed by the radical nature of her offering to Him.
C. Forgiven and Saved by Faith (vv. 48-50)

(Luk 7:48)  And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

(Luk 7:49)  And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also?

(Luk 7:50)  And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

Jesus said two things to the repentant and worshipful woman.  Her sins were forgiven, and her faith had saved her.  The doubt and contempt the Pharisees in the room felt was strong, but not strong enough to prevent a seeking soul from obtaining eternal life from her Lord.  No one is saved by corporate faith, and no one is rejected because of corporate doubt. We must each believe and love individually, for our relationship with Jesus is intensely personal and individual.  The Bible tells us that He gives every man the measure of faith.  We can only believe to salvation as the Holy Spirit drops that faith into us, but we must still choose to exercise the faith.  She exercised this faith and left the house of Simon a new creature in Christ.  Simon sat in his house watching Jesus leave, and Simon was the same ungodly religionist he was before Jesus entered his home.  What a tragedy!
III. God’s Provision for Salvation (John 3:14-21)

A. God Gave His Son (vv. 14-16)

(Joh 3:14)  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

(Joh 3:15)  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

(Joh 3:16)  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Nicodemus was also a Pharisee, but his attitude and heart were worlds away from that of Simon.  He came seeking answers from Jesus, believing that Jesus could provide those answers.  Jesus provided to Nicodemus everything he could have wished for.  He gave him clear truth, in words that are still regarded as the greatest expression of the Gospel in history.  Salvation is of God alone, and has come to us only because He loves us more than we will ever comprehend.  The only thing asked of us is that we believe.  What an awesome privilege!
B. Saved by Faith in the Son (vv. 17, 18)

(Joh 3:17)  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

(Joh 3:18)  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

Jesus did not come as Judge the first time, but as Servant and Savior.  He is holding out the way to life for all of us.  What we were does not matter when we come to the Cross.  What is critical is what we are after passing the Cross.  The birth of Jesus divided the years of human history, and the Cross divides humanity with its message.  Those that believe go on to life, while those that refuse belief are dead while they live.
C. Why Unbelief Condemns (vv. 19-21)

(Joh 3:19)  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

(Joh 3:20)  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.

(Joh 3:21)  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

Jesus has condemned no one at this point in history.  As He said here, we condemn ourselves if we choose to remain in the darkness we love, hiding our deeds from exposure.  What those that refuse the Gospel fail to see is that dark deeds (sin) must be exposed before they can be forgiven.  The light washes as it reveals.  If we yield to God’s call and allow Him to shine His light on us, the end result is cleansing and forgiveness.  If we hide, our sin will still be revealed, but the end will be judgment instead.  As verse 21 states, we will want to be in the light after God cleanses the darkness from us, because He gives us the ability to work righteousness instead of sin.
Nicodemus was presented with the same choice Simon was, and he chose to believe and serve Christ.  For every human being there is the same clear choice to make.  Will you believe?
