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Fruit Of The Spirit
I. In Relation To God (Love, Joy, Peace) (Galatians 5:22; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; Romans 14:17; 15:13; Philippians 4:6, 7)

A. Love Has Priority (Galatians 5:22; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

(Gal 5:22 KJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

(1Co 13:1 KJV)  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

(1Co 13:2 KJV)  And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.

(1Co 13:3 KJV)  And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

We begin our walk with God only because He loved us enough to give us the chance to know Him.  Everything we do in life as believers depends on the strength and authenticity of our love for God and for people.  Without love, the greatest acts of power and sacrifice ring false and empty.  The Holy Spirit imparts the AGAPE love of God, from God into our being.  The more open we are to that impartation, the better we will serve God and sinful lost humanity. 
B. Joy Abounds in Hope (Romans 14:17; 15:13)

(Rom 14:17 KJV)  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

(Rom 15:13 KJV)  Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.

Our hope is founded on the unshakeable promises of God.  He promised us relationship, provision, and a destiny of life eternal.  Any believer living in the Spirit will have joy in hope of those promises.  We have a sure inheritance the negative circumstances of our lives cannot steal away.  The very credibility of God Himself under girds the joy of our hope in Him.
C. Peace is of God (Philippians 4:6, 7)

(Php 4:6 KJV)  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

(Php 4:7 KJV)  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

The peace the Word describes here is not the superficial peace of freedom from conflict.  This peace immunizes us against the onslaught of anxiety, fear, and despair that mere life attacks us with.  We can be at peace inside when war rages all around us and our very lives are threatened.  This peace is intertwined with the immutable relationship we have with Christ, and is sustained and enlivened by the indwelling Sprit of God.
II. In Relation To Others (Patience, Gentleness, Goodness) (Galatians 5:22; Colossians 3:12, 13; 1 Thessalonians 5:14, 15; Galatians 6:9, 10)

A. Patience is Forgiving (Galatians 5:22; Colossians 3:12, 13)

(Gal 5:22 KJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

(Col 3:12 KJV)  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;

(Col 3:13 KJV)  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

When the fruit of love, joy, and peace abound in us, we can be loving and patient toward those that would otherwise offend us and upset our applecart, so to speak.  If our priorities are spiritual and eternal, the transient physical wounds we sustain through the selfish acts of others, will not make us fall apart.  We will be able to forgive and release in love, knowing He forgave much worse from us.
B. Gentleness is Helpful (1 Thessalonians 5:14, 15)

(1Th 5:14 KJV)  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.
(1Th 5:15 KJV)  See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.
Gentleness and mercy are approximate synonyms.  We don’t have to be weak to be gentle.  We do have to walk in love and allow ourselves to feel compassion for the weak and mercy for the undisciplined.  Gentleness is expressed along with longsuffering.  We will adopt the mindset of grace toward others that God has shown to us.  Even when we feel we have the right to require payment for wrongful injury, we will choose mercy and patience.  It really is never about us anyway.
C. Goodness is Beneficial (Galatians 6:9, 10)

(Gal 6:9 KJV)  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

(Gal 6:10 KJV)  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Goodness is the practical side of gentleness and longsuffering.  Goodness prompts us to act deliberately for the benefit of others, just because it is in our power to do so, without expectation of anything personal.  Goodness is the out-flowing of sacrificial love.
III. In Relation To Self (Faith, Meekness, Temperance) (Galatians 5:22, 23; Ephesians 2:8-10; Romans 12:3, 16; 1 Peter 5:5, 6; Titus 2:11-13)

A. Faith Leads to Salvation (Galatians 5:22, 23; Ephesians 2:8-10)

(Gal 5:22 KJV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

(Gal 5:23 KJV)  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

(Eph 2:8 KJV)  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
(Eph 2:9 KJV)  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

(Eph 2:10 KJV)  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Every fruit of the Spirit must be understood as supernatural transformations of our human character, initiated, and empowered by, the Holy Spirit.  Each fruit grows as the Spirit nurtures it.  The Spirit granted the faith that bridged the gap between God and us to us before we knew Him, and it grows into a powerful trust in our Lord as the Spirit lives in and through us.  Paul said without faith it is impossible to please God.  That would seem to mean that we must bear the fruit of the Spirit to please Him also.
B. Meekness is Moral Strength (Romans 12:3, 16; 1 Peter 5:5, 6)

(Rom 12:3 KJV)  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

(Rom 12:16 KJV)  Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.

One of the worst enemies of Christian discipleship is stinking human pride, arrogance that finds a million ways to exert its shameful influence on our lives.  We can be striving with all our heart to be “good” Christians, and be consumed with pride in our “holy” behavior.  God can do great things in the believer that lives and thinks humbly; avoiding the spotlight of adulation or popularity until God sovereignly thrusts him upon the stage of life to accomplish His calling, and subsequently crucifying the mindset of entitlement that often comes with such attention.  Humility helps remind us Who is really King.
C. Temperance is Self-Control (Titus 2:11-13)

(Tit 2:11 KJV)  For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

(Tit 2:12 KJV)  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

(Tit 2:13 KJV)  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

A Spirit-filled life is a life of balanced moderation.  Not balancing a little good with a little bad, but balancing our needs with the perfect will of the Father for meeting those needs.  Temperance involves the mortifying of carnal lusts and the avoidance of addictions to or dependence on anything that interferes with our ability to worship and obey the Spirit.  Our perspective is to anticipate our eternal life with God and the imminent appearing of Jesus for His church.  If our eyes are set on that goal, the attractions of the world won’t seem so attractive anymore.
