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Fulfilling God’s Purpose
I. Promote Unity (Ephesians 4:1-6)

A. Live Worthy of Your Calling (vv. 1, 2)

(Eph 4:1)  I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

(Eph 4:2)  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

Christianity was never intended to be merely a set of nice philosophical concepts that promote cultural stability.  If our faith is what we say it is, it will indeed enhance our society in favorable ways, but this positive outcome is at best a by-product of the real purpose of our life in Jesus.  The all-encompassing agenda of salvation is SALVATION.  We are a broken dying race without the Savior.  We will live and grow solely by virtue of His sacrifice that brings deliverance and healing of all we were meant to be when the Father and the Son crafted us from clay.  Every believer is called irrevocably to live the life of Jesus through the indwelling Spirit of God.  Our faith must every moment dictate our behavior and attitudes.  The character of Jesus is our model and template.  Love and selflessness should permeate our living.
B. Keep the Unity of the Spirit (v. 3)
(Eph 4:3)  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Jesus told the disciples that the world would know they were His because they loved each other.  We are family in the body of Christ, and we are to walk in agreement even when we don’t agree on matters large or small.  Our covenant with each other stands on love and peace between brother and sister.  The Word lays out the proper way to handle conflict and hurt.  Following the example of Jesus will demonstrate that we are not of the world.
C. Respect the Unity of the Church (vv. 4-6)

(Eph 4:4)  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;

(Eph 4:5)  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

(Eph 4:6)  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Our physical and emotional unity is founded on our doctrinal unity.  Everybody has opinions or views that differ from others in matters of faith, but there are a number of truths that cannot be subject to personal perspectives, if we are to be unified in Christ.  The true church will set forth these verities as foundational convictions.  We must believe in God as He is revealed in His Word, and we must approach Him through the shed blood of Jesus.
II. Live As Children Of Light (Ephesians 4:17-24; 5:1, 2, 8-11)
A. Be Like Christ (4:17-24)
(Eph 4:17)  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

(Eph 4:18)  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

(Eph 4:19)  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

(Eph 4:20)  But ye have not so learned Christ;

(Eph 4:21)  If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

(Eph 4:22)  That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

(Eph 4:23)  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

(Eph 4:24)  And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Vanity is emptiness of worth or purpose.  The minds of unregenerate people are given to vanity.  The gratification of the fleshly lusts and the drive for personal gain are the major motivators for the sinner without Christ.  Believers are commanded to think differently because He has freed us from the dark slavery of our sinful natures.  We must act and think as newly born children of God, surrendering our personal agendas to Him.  We have the freedom to slip back into the selfish whims of our sin nature, but we have the grace to walk in new life.
B. Be Followers of God (5:1, 2)

(Eph 5:1)  Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;

(Eph 5:2)  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Jesus acted out the love He proclaimed.  Everything He said pointed to Himself, but everything He did, He did for the needy human beings around Him.  He is our supreme Example.  Our highest efforts to give, pale in comparison to His sacrifice, but our willingness to follow in His footsteps will attract a lost world to Him.
C. Live for the Lord (5:8-11)

(Eph 5:8)  For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

(Eph 5:9)  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

(Eph 5:10)  Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.

(Eph 5:11)  And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

We know the difference between light and darkness.  Our calling is to promote light and eliminate darkness, both in our lives and in the communities we live in.  God is Lord of the light, and His acts and purpose take place in the light.  We must not support darkness or passively give way to it because we fear the fight we may have to endure.
III. Submit To One Another (Ephesians 5:21 – 6:9)

A. In Husband-Wife Relationships (5:21-33)

(Eph 5:21)  Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.

(Eph 5:22)  Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

(Eph 5:23)  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

(Eph 5:24)  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

(Eph 5:25)  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

(Eph 5:26)  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

(Eph 5:27)  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

(Eph 5:28)  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

(Eph 5:29)  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

(Eph 5:30)  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

(Eph 5:31)  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

(Eph 5:32)  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

(Eph 5:33)  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

Paul is here using the ideal covenant marriage relationship as an analogy of the Church’s relationship to Christ.  One of the great modern tragedies occurring in the current Body of Christ is the shredding of marriages that should be founded and stabilized by the mutual servanthood mindset of Christian discipleship.  Marriages fail as often, and maybe even more often, among professing Christians than in the unsaved world.  Christian men and women both, instead of looking to the Word for the proper practice of the marriage covenant, instead adopt the selfish views of corrupt society and seek the goals the world says is important.  The concept of submission in marriage is offensive to “emancipated” women, while the idea of absolute servanthood for the husband is repugnant to most men both in and out of the Church.
B. In Parent-Child Relationships (6:1-4)

(Eph 6:1)  Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.

(Eph 6:2)  Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)

(Eph 6:3)  That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

(Eph 6:4)  And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Modern society rails against the firm discipline of children.  Unfortunately this mindset is now firmly entrenched in the Church also.  Parents are to live sacrificially for their children, and that often will involve confronting and dealing with wrong and accepting the anger and resentment that goes with holding strong boundaries for children’s behavior.  We must also confront the worldly propaganda that tells our children respect and obedience to parents is old-fashioned and steals their fun.  According to the Word, instilling in them the necessity of honor toward authority, beginning with parents, can save and extend their lives.  Fathers are commanded  to teach and lead in love, pointing the next generation to Jesus and showing them by example what the Father in heaven is like.  The legacy of our parenting will reverberate for decades in their lives.
C. In Master-Servant Relationships (6:5-9)

(Eph 6:5)  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;

(Eph 6:6)  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart;

(Eph 6:7)  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men:

(Eph 6:8)  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.

(Eph 6:9)  And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.

Slavery is not the pervasive issue it was in Paul’s day, but the principles he discusses here fit our employee-employer relationships.  Much of our witness as believers will stand or fall based on our integrity and willing labor in the workplace.  Doing just enough to look good shows our employers we have no faith worth their consideration.  Diligence and trustworthiness on the job can open doors for giving the Gospel to fellow workers and even that hard-nosed boss that watches everything we do.  An employer that treats workers with fairness and honesty can pass along much more than job skills as he or she meets the daily challenges of the workplace by first standing on a true faith in God and putting the welfare of employees before his or her career goals.
The practical application of our discipleship will make enormous differences in the world we live in.  The sincere believer will accept that a discipled life is not optional if the kingdom of God is to be glorified in the earth. 

