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Gifts Of The Spirit
I. Stewards of God’s Grace (1 Peter 4:10, 11; Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 14:26)

A. Responsibility for Gifts of Grace (1 Peter 4:10, 11)

(1Pe 4:10 KJV)  As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

(1Pe 4:11 KJV)  If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Whatever we receive from God is a gift, for we have no ability to compensate Him for any good thing that comes from His hand.  The gifts He gives are not like the gifts we give.  We give gifts with the usual premise that the recipient now owns the gift, and they are free to do with it as they please, even if we harbor some expectation of how they should use it.  God gives us gifts with emphatic, enforceable expectations on our use of those gifts.  He will not force us to be good stewards, but He will allow the consequences of our selfish choices to play out in unpleasant ways, while He will add to the blessings of the original gift as we handle it obediently.  The abilities we are born with, the talents we acquire through education and training, and the supernatural abilities He places within us are all gifts for which the Father will hold us responsible.  The purpose of our very existence is to worship and fellowship with the Creator, so every gift has the primary foundational purpose of bringing glory to Him.  Sinners without Christ will naturally use every enabling to selfish gain, but believers are redeemed to a higher set of standards and are to use the gifts for Him alone.
B. On Using Gifts of Grace (Romans 12:6-8)

(Rom 12:6 KJV)  Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;

(Rom 12:7 KJV)  Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;

(Rom 12:8 KJV)  Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

The apostle Paul had the same perspective Peter did on the handling of the gifts of God.  Paul, in this passage, associates the use of the gifts with the transformed nature of the believers as manifested in the fruit of the Spirit.  Just being able to do extraordinary things is not enough.  We must do those things, empowered by the Sprit, in diligent submission to the character of Christ as the Spirit develops His character in us.  Arrogance and pride, self-seeking and greed, must be crucified so that the world will see Jesus in us, not some super-powered human being.
C. Do All To Edify (1 Corinthians 14:26)

(1Co 14:26 KJV)  How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.
The Corinthian church was unfortunately an obvious bad example of how the giftings of the Spirit were to operate in the Body of Christ.  They were proud of their spiritual gifts, and that pride led to confusion, disorder, conflict, and even tolerance for intolerable evil in the local church.  Paul wanted to impress them with the overriding purpose of the gifts; to build the kingdom and individual believers, not to accrue status and reputation for themselves.  The Spirit of God will invariably administer His gifts in us for the benefit of others.  He does not compromise with our desire for attention or gain.
II. Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-11)

A. Understanding Spiritual Gifts (vv 1, 4-6)

(1Co 12:1 KJV)  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.

(1Co 12:2 KJV)  Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.

(1Co 12:3 KJV)  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

(1Co 12:4 KJV)  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

(1Co 12:5 KJV)  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.

(1Co 12:6 KJV)  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.

The Corinthians needed to understand that the gifts of the Spirit were given by one Lord and one Spirit.  Competition and rivalry, disorderly behavior and selfish assertiveness are foreign to the will and purpose of the Spirit of God.  The gifts of the Spirit will work in the church to bring harmony and effectiveness to ministry and the furtherance of the Gospel.
B. Purpose of Spiritual Gifts (v. 7)

(1Co 12:7 KJV)  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

The obedient surrender of a believer to the operation of the gifts in his or her life will bring profit to that individual.  The gain is not carnal and gratifying to the flesh however.  The profit is to the fellowship and communion of the believer with Christ, and to the outreach and impact of the believer’s life on other believers as well as on unbelievers.  We cannot get closer to God than He makes us when He saves us, but our communion with Him will deepen and broaden as we allow Him to act through us with the gifts He gives.
C. Typical Gifts of the Spirit (vv. 8-11)

(1Co 12:8 KJV)  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

(1Co 12:9 KJV)  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

(1Co 12:10 KJV)  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

(1Co 12:11 KJV)  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

There are probably thousands of specific gifts the Spirit can give us for ministry.  Paul is just hitting the highlights in this passage.  Any enabling that goes beyond mere human abilities is either a gift of the Spirit or a counterfeit trick of Satan.  Humans cannot read minds or know the unknowable, heal with the touch a hand or the speaking of a word, use unlearned languages or interpret the same without training, or cause miraculous events to occur by simply believing they will.  These are not human abilities.  If we are to minister through such acts, and the scripture and clear commands of Jesus indicate that we will, the Spirit is our source and the grace of God is the avenue through which these things happen.  Our obligation in Christ is to walk in obedience, listen with open ears to His voice, and minister in humility so that He gets the glory in all of it.
III. Ministry Gifts and Callings (1 Corinthians 12:28-31; Ephesians 4:8-13)

A. God Has Set in the Church (1 Corinthians 12:28-31; Ephesians 4:8-11)
(1Co 12:28 KJV)  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

(1Co 12:29 KJV)  Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?

(1Co 12:30 KJV)  Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

(1Co 12:31 KJV)  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

(Eph 4:8 KJV)  Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

(Eph 4:9 KJV)  (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

(Eph 4:10 KJV)  He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)

(Eph 4:11 KJV)  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

Again, Paul lists a few of the possible gifts of the Spirit in these two passages.  As there are wide variations in the nature of the gifts, so there are variations in their utility.  Some gifts are given specifically to carry forth the Gospel and reveal Christ to unbelievers, while others are meant to equip and strengthen the members of the body to reach out to unbelievers and live victorious lives in the midst of a dark world system. Not everybody in the church will have any certain gift, but all gifts will be present when needed, if the church, individually and corporately, obeys the leading of the Spirit.
B. What Are the Best Gifts?  (Ephesians 4:12, 13; 1 Corinthians 12:31)

(Eph 4:12 KJV)  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:

(Eph 4:13 KJV)  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

(1Co 12:31 KJV)  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.

It is the sole purvey of the Spirit to determine which gifts are needed and appropriate, whether in a particular situation, or in a particular believer’s ministry.  Paul expressed his view that the best gifts were those that dealt with the spiritual needs of believers and the church.  The last verse here was a segway into chapter 13, the “love” chapter of 1 Corinthians.  There are no inferior gifts of the Spirit, but all are “best” when administered in the unselfish love of God that He wishes to place in us.
