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God Calls For Justice
I. God Hates Arrogance (Amos 6:1-8)

A. False Security of Arrogance (vv. 1-3)

(Amo 6:1)  Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!

(Amo 6:2)  Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border?

Amos was a simple farmer and shepherd when God called him to prophesy against sins of Judah, Israel, and surrounding nations.  The essence of the message he delivered was a condemnation of injustice against the poor and vulnerable.  The Law of Moses was clear and emphatic in its commands for the treatment of fellow human beings.  God expected His people to show compassion and humility in their personal relationships, but as the Jews steadily and repeatedly abandoned their commitment to Jehovah, so they also failed to respect the rights and personhood of their neighbors.  No matter the ethnicity or race, we invariably garner pride and self-seeking when we forget Who made us.  Pride is still the biggest downfall of individuals and nations today.
B. Excesses of Arrogance (vv. 3-6)

(Amo 6:3)  Ye that put far away the evil day, and cause the seat of violence to come near;

(Amo 6:4)  That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall;

(Amo 6:5)  That chant to the sound of the viol, and invent to themselves instruments of musick, like David;

(Amo 6:6)  That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themselves with the chief ointments: but they are not grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

Both the Northern and Southern Kingdoms were quite prosperous and stable during the period of history when Amos prophesied.  The cultures had degraded into pride and hedonism, the pursuit of pleasure.  It is unfortunate but largely true, that we are closest to God and seek Him more when we are in distress and need than when we are blessed and prosperous.  It is altogether too easy to drift from our first love on the gentle waves of ease and contentment.  The Israelites proved this proverb over and over again.
C. Consequences of Arrogance (vv. 7, 8)

(Amo 6:7)  Therefore now shall they go captive with the first that go captive, and the banquet of them that stretched themselves shall be removed.

(Amo 6:8)  The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein.

The pride that under girded the optimism of the rich and powerful would lead to a catastrophic downfall.  God is not mocked, not now and not in Amos’ day.  If the people could have looked ahead to the events we view as history, they would have quaked in fear, but they mostly refused to hear the prophets that accurately foretold their fate. 
II. God Hates Injustice (Amos 8:4-12)

A. Injustice Described (vv. 4-6)

(Amo 8:4)  Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land to fail,

(Amo 8:5)  Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat, making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?

(Amo 8:6)  That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes; yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?

Pride and selfishness always lead to injustice, the immoral mistreatment of vulnerable people.  The people of Israel had reached the point that they could impatiently perform the rote rituals of worship and honoring God, while despising the sacred things that temporarily prevented them from profiting dishonestly from the poor.  Their conscience was seared by the habit of sin, so that they could see nothing wrong with using others to enrich themselves.  Amos specifically focused on the shady business practices that were common.  God cares about how we conduct our business.  He expects His people to be humble stewards of the blessings He gives, not prideful predators snatching profit at the expense of compassion and honest dealing.  A Christian businessman can be a bright light in a dark economy, distinguishing himself with policies that honor God, or he can follow the culture and garner wealth as just another shark in the economic sea.  As with every aspect of our relationships to God and man, the choice is ours, but the blessings or consequences are God’s.
B. God’s Justice Declared (vv. 7-10)

(Amo 8:7)  The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.

(Amo 8:8)  Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.

(Amo 8:9)  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:

(Amo 8:10)  And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.

God promised to the unjust people a day of reckoning for their evil.  All the wealth amassed dishonestly would be lost, and the people would be carried away from the land God had given them.  This promise retribution came in 720 BC.  We can’t really imagine the pain and suffering the Israelites experienced, but it could have been avoided had they listened and repented.
C. Punishments for Injustice (vv. 11, 12)

(Amo 8:11)  Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:

(Amo 8:12)  And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.
There was worse to come than the physical loss of wealth and homeland.  The life and destiny of the Jews would always be bound up in their relationship to Jehovah, but the day would come that they would want to hear from God and He would be as silent as death to them.  God always has a word or message for those that will hear, but the Israelites refused to hear when God sent His Word them, so there would come the time that He would not hear or respond to them.  There can be no worse predicament for a human being than to be cut off from his Creator.  It is to that point that pride and stubborn defiance of God will bring any person, then or now.
III. Spiritual Renewal Results In Justice (Zephaniah 3:9-20)

A. Cleansing From Sin Promised (vv. 9-13)

(Zep 3:9)  For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent.

(Zep 3:10)  From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.

(Zep 3:11)  In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty because of my holy mountain.

(Zep 3:12)  I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the LORD.

(Zep 3:13)  The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

Zephaniah prophesied decades after Amos.  The Northern Kingdom had already fallen to the Assyrians.  Along with Jeremiah, who was prophesying during the same time period in Judah, God was reaching out to Judah again to turn the tide of sin in the people.  The nation experienced revival during this time, under the reign of Josiah, but would then turn back to idolatry.  God promised an end to the cycles of idolatry and repentance Judah went through, but the cure was divine judgment and 70 years of captivity.  Sounds harsh indeed, but when God judges those He calls His own, that judgment is always rehabilitative, not merely punitive.  The Bible calls it chastisement.
B. God Will Save His People (vv. 14-17)
(Zep 3:14)  Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

(Zep 3:15)  The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.

(Zep 3:16)  In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack.

(Zep 3:17)  The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

After the pain of judgment would come restoration of a remnant, with a new attitude toward Jehovah.  The Jews would be guilty of many things in the future after their return to the land, but wholesale idolatry would not be one of them.  They would experience the magnificent grace of God in turbulent times.  Verse 17 is sometimes used out of context to describe God’s attitude of love and joy toward us, but it is instructive to remember that these words were linked to the aftermath of terrible chastisement for sin.  God can only joy over us when we willingly follow Him as cleansed, repentant, and obedient disciples.  He does not joy in our defiance and pride.
C. God Will Gather His People (vv. 18-20)

(Zep 3:18)  I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.

(Zep 3:19)  Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.

(Zep 3:20)  At that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD.

The promise of return was at least partially fulfilled in 521 BC when Zerubbabel  and a remnant of the captive Jews returned to Judah to begin rebuilding.  The culmination of the prophecy will come when Israel is settled in her home under the kingship of Christ Jesus.  That promise is sure for them.  When that day comes, the King will allow no injustice in His jurisdiction, a jurisdiction that will encompass the universe.  Until that day, believers now have the obligation to live under the King’s rule in a dark world and avoid practicing injustice to others.  Honesty, compassion, kindness, and sacrificial love are to be our stock in trade, no matter where we are or what God has led us to do in life.
