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God Chooses A New Leader
I. David Anointed To Become King (1 Samuel 16:1-13)
A. Samuel’s Dangerous Mission (vv. 1-5)

(1Sa 16:1)  And the LORD said unto Samuel, How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? fill thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I have provided me a king among his sons.

(1Sa 16:2)  And Samuel said, How can I go? if Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the LORD said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the LORD.

(1Sa 16:3)  And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I name unto thee.

(1Sa 16:4)  And Samuel did that which the LORD spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably?

(1Sa 16:5)  And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the LORD: sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacrifice.

The situation in Israel was tense.  Samuel had openly rebuked Saul’s disobedience to God.  Apparently it was commonly known that Samuel was on Saul’s “bad list,” hence the fearful questioning by the leaders of Bethlehem.  Samuel had led the nation to revival; the people wanted a king, now the king was an unpredictable wreck of a man and no one knew what would happen next.  God was allowing Israel to feel the inevitable consequences of stubborn obstinacy.  God began to move to bring deliverance, and the first step was to choose Himself the right person as king.  Whether we like it or not, God makes better choices for His creation and for us individually than we can ever make on our own.  Our self-will is flawed and damaged by sin, so all our self-made decisions will contain an element of distortion.  Samuel was sent on a mission that was personally dangerous to him.  The sacrifice was not subterfuge, as offering sacrifices in each city he visited was Samuel’s constant habit.  God just wanted Samuel to do something a little extra while he was in town, and not advertise the fact.
B. Finding God’s Chosen One (vv. 6-10)

(1Sa 16:6)  And it came to pass, when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the LORD'S anointed is before him.

(1Sa 16:7)  But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.

(1Sa 16:8)  Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this.

(1Sa 16:9)  Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the LORD chosen this.

(1Sa 16:10)  Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The LORD hath not chosen these.

Samuel thought for a moment he was repeating recent history.  Sent to the find the new king among the sons of Jesse, he first saw the tall powerful figure of Eliab and assumed he was the choice.  Somehow, over the intervening years, Samuel had allowed the public image of Saul to cloud the clear vision he had had during the first anointing of a king.  God had to remind him to look deeper than the surface.  None of the seven young men passed muster with God.  It does not mean they were evil or that they had no purpose in the plan of God.  They were simply not the ones God had been preparing for this day.
C. The Chosen One Anointed (vv. 11-13)

(1Sa 16:11)  And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we will not sit down till he come hither.

(1Sa 16:12)  And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.

(1Sa 16:13)  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

Samuel was frustrated but persistent.  When God sends us on a mission, it is His intention to finish the work He sent us to do.  We must release our notions of how it will be done and let God move.  The baby of the family, still consigned to leading his father’s flocks, seemed an unlikely candidate.  The interesting thing here is that when Samuel saw David, he immediately noted his uncommonly good looks.  The lesson here is that the outward man is absolutely not related to the quality or fitness of the inward man.  We don’t have to be ugly or unattractive to be leaders, it just doesn’t matter, must not matter to the execution of God’s plan for us.  If the vocation of your life is dependent on your physical attractiveness, you can be quite sure that vocation is not what God is calling you to.  Making that connection is not the will or purpose of God in you.  We are so enamored of physical beauty these days that we really do think God calls beautiful people to do beautiful things.  That thinking is worldly and sinful.
II. David Hated By Saul (1 Samuel 19:1, 2, 18, 19; 20:1, 2, 30-34)

A. Saul Conspires To Murder David (19:1, 18, 19)

(1Sa 19:1)  And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they should kill David.

(1Sa 19:18)  So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth.

(1Sa 19:19)  And it was told Saul, saying, Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.

God began to sovereignly orchestrate David’s introduction to Israel and David’s education in royal leadership.  We know the story of David vs. Goliath, and David’s comforting of Saul with music.  The dark spirits motivating Saul drove him the hate the young man that had blessed his life.  The same jealous clinging to power that we see in the story of Herod and Jesus we can see here.  Saul was by any assessment quite unbalanced mentally, possessed and controlled by Satan.  He gave his word to Jonathan that he would not harm David, and then events again motivated murderous attempts on David’s life. The account of Saul’s prophesying before Samuel, immediately after trying again to kill David, shows the tragedy of Saul in stark terms.  God had graced him with a prophetic spirit, but his choices had perverted it, opening the door to the designs of Satan in his life.  The prophesying was not a sign of God’s favor on him, but merely a backhanded slap to the wayward Saul.
B. Jonathan Befriends David (19:2; 20:1, 2)

(1Sa 19:2)  But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself:

(1Sa 20:1)  And David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life?

(1Sa 20:2)  And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either great or small, but that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so.
Saul’s son Jonathan was able to see the anointing on David’s life.  The two became fast friends for life.  Jonathan seemed to have the right heart to be king himself, but he never expressed jealousy toward David.  Jonathan became David’s protector.  When we confront critical situations as we obey God’s calling on us, He will be faithful to place people in our paths to walk with us.  God seldom asks us to walk difficult roads completely alone.
C. Jonathan Protects David (20:30-34)

(1Sa 20:30)  Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness?

(1Sa 20:31)  For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground, thou shalt not be established, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore now send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die.

(1Sa 20:32)  And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him, Wherefore shall he be slain? what hath he done?

(1Sa 20:33)  And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him: whereby Jonathan knew that it was determined of his father to slay David.

(1Sa 20:34)  So Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the month: for he was grieved for David, because his father had done him shame.

Jonathan made a covenant with David, and then devised a plan to test the intentions of Saul concerning David.  The plan worked well to reveal that Saul had nothing but evil in mind for David.  Saul’s accusations appear to include the possibility of a homosexual relationship between Jonathan and David.  Saul was unable to comprehend a soul friendship under God, and his dark heart could only assume perversion.  Jonathan bravely defended David and was nearly killed by his own father for his trouble.  He communicated his findings to David by the method they had agreed upon, and David once again fled.  He spent the next several years hiding from Saul.
III. David Gains A Following (1 Samuel 22:1, 2; 27:1-4)

A. David:  a Fugitive Leader (22:1, 2)

(1Sa 22:1)  David therefore departed thence, and escaped to the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, they went down thither to him.

(1Sa 22:2)  And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men.

David’s abilities as leader had become quite obvious to the nation of Israel, but Saul still had the reins of power.  Men in distress knew they could trust David as they knew they could not trust Saul, so they began to gather to David.  There were several occasions where David could have taken Saul’s life, but his respect for the anointed king and his heart to follow God restrained his hand.  Saul on the other hand never stopped seeking David’s life.  His hatred for David was like an addiction.  There was simply nothing salvageable in Saul.  He was lost, so Satan drove him to destroy God’s choice.

B. David Escapes From Saul (27:1, 2)

(1Sa 27:1)  And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand.

(1Sa 27:2)  And David arose, and he passed over with the six hundred men that were with him unto Achish, the son of Maoch, king of Gath.

David loved Israel, but the harsh reality of Saul’s obsession forced him to make a hard choice.  He actually realized he would be safer in the bosom of the very enemies he had frequently fought and slain, than in reach of Saul’s tender mercies.

C. David Finds Refuge (vv. 3, 4)

(1Sa 27:3)  And David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and his men, every man with his household, even David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's wife.

(1Sa 27:4)  And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: and he sought no more again for him.

God will be our refuge in troubled situations, although sometimes the refuge will seem almost as bad as the crisis we want to escape.  In David’s situation, the worst challenges came only shortly before God wrapped up the process and brought judgment on Saul, opening the doors to David’s ascent to the throne.  God is not about our comfort, although Paul says He is the God of all comfort.  Comfort in God is the place where we rest in Him, without regard to our physical situation.  That place may not be physically comfortable at all.  In Christ Jesus we have peace, even when our world is upside down and crashing to bits.
