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God Delivers Us From Evil
I. Protection From Evil People (Psalm 140:1-8, 12, 13)
A. Threatened by Enemies (vv. 1-5)

(Psa 140:1)  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.> Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man;

(Psa 140:2)  Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war.

(Psa 140:3)  They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips. Selah.

(Psa 140:4)  Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings.

(Psa 140:5)  The proud have hid a snare for me, and cords; they have spread a net by the wayside; they have set gins for me. Selah.

Evil is real in this world, that is, the deliberate evil of human beings set to destroy and betray others for profit, personal gain, or mere hatred and malice.  We can usually handle the seeming random crises that are the result of mishap or the hazards of life, much better than those blows coming from people obviously intent on our harm.  “Good” people have little defense against evil, because they naturally expect to be treated the way they treat others.  Personally, I have trouble understanding evil people, that people can be driven with such disregard for others.  David, as king and warrior, knew very well the depths of evil possible for humans to pursue.  He knew he could not withstand the repeated attacks he faced, on his own.  His solution was to turn to God for deliverance.  David knew his enemies were motivated by lust for power and contempt for the God he and Israel worshipped.  They were not open to negotiations.  Supernatural deliverance was his first and last resort.
B. Acknowledging Divine Protection (vv. 6-8)

(Psa 140:6)  I said unto the LORD, Thou art my God: hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD.

(Psa 140:7)  O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation, thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.

(Psa 140:8)  Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah.

For David to fight evil with the same tools the evil were using against him would have made him just as evil as they.  Using the world’s tactics to defend ourselves from harm appears eminently logical, but God has a different plan for us.  He has promised to protect us, but we must deal with attacks in His way, not ours.  Eventually the kingdom of God will be exalted, but we have to stand with patience and act obediently to see the victory.
C. Expressing Confidence in God (vv. 12, 13)

(Psa 140:12)  I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and the right of the poor.

(Psa 140:13)  Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto thy name: the upright shall dwell in thy presence.

David’s words here are not self-evident when we’ve just discovered some one is dedicated to our destruction without cause.   Fear and uncertainty rush in to fill our hearts, and we agonize over the causes, even blaming ourselves for this attack.  Whatever hits we suffer, we have to trust God for the outcome.  Our best witness for God may result from our simply doing nothing but treating the enemy with love and compassion.
(Pro 25:21)  If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink:

(Pro 25:22)  For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.

(Rom 12:17)  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

(Rom 12:18)  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

(Rom 12:19)  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.

(Rom 12:20)  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.

(Rom 12:21)  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

II. Protection From Evil Ways (Psalm 141:1-4, 8-10)

A. Prayer for Speedy Help (vv. 1, 2)

(Psa 141:1)  <A Psalm of David.> LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee.

(Psa 141:2)  Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

David recognized that the danger he faced from his enemies was more than physical.  We all like to think that we are “better” than the evil person that is preying on our lives, but in truth we are not better.  We all deal with the incessant pull of the sin nature within us, so even as we despise the motives of those that hurt us we are tempted to fight fire with fire and become like them to exact vengeance.  David urgently sought God, running to him for strength to stand in righteousness and act with God’s heart toward his enemies.
B. Prayer To Be Saved (vv. 3, 4)

(Psa 141:3)  Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips.

(Psa 141:4)  Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties.

There is another attraction to evil.  We can often see in this world that deliberate evil grants great profit and satisfaction to the evil-doers, at least for a time.  What if the evil person is not taking advantage of us, but is inviting us to partake of the luxuries resulting from their evil?  We can not travel that road, even if refusing draws the anger of the evil-doer and makes us his next target.
C. Waiting on God (vv. 8-10)

(Psa 141:8)  But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute.

(Psa 141:9)  Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity.

(Psa 141:10)  Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.

Evil people use deception to gain trust and power from those they intend to hurt.  Righteous men and women have no defense against this except the wisdom of God and the guidance of the indwelling Spirit of God, but that is enough if we will listen.  God is very good at turning the schemes of evil people against themselves and rescuing the innocent.
III. Protection From Evil Consequences (Psalm 143:7-12)

A. Hear Me, O Lord (vv. 7, 8)

(Psa 143:7)  Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit.

(Psa 143:8)  Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.

Suffering the pain of evil attacks is not pleasant.  David had abundant experience of that in his life.  Saul pursued him, forcing him to live as a vagabond.  Absalom his son betrayed him and raped his wives, and forced him to flee his home yet again.  David desperately needed the protection, strength and comfort of God in those times, and he received everything he needed.  We may experience such pain also, but God is faithful to hear and intervene for us.
B. Deliver Me, O Lord (vv. 9, 10)

(Psa 143:9)  Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.

(Psa 143:10)  Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.

There was no other refuge for David except his God.  If we seek shelter in men or institutions when evil attacks, we cannot trust them to cover us the way God will.  There is only so much that men can do, but God can do whatever is needed.
C. Quicken Me, O Lord (vv. 11, 12)

(Psa 143:11)  Quicken me, O LORD, for thy name's sake: for thy righteousness' sake bring my soul out of trouble.

(Psa 143:12)  And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am thy servant.

David, instead of seeking vengeance when he was attacked, took his plight to the Righteous Judge of the earth and pled his case.  God will avenge evil.  No sin escapes the attention of the Father.  The tough part for us is to rest patiently in Him until he visits judgment in His time.  It is proper and appropriate for us to ask for God to intervene when we are attacked.  If we put the outcome in His hands and surrender our personal desires for payback, allowing Him to bring justice, He will do that and protect our heart from becoming like those that come against us.
