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God’s Appointed Prophet
I. Divine Appointment (Jeremiah 1:4-10)
A. Called of God (vv. 4, 5)

(Jer 1:4)  Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

(Jer 1:5)  Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

This lesson concerns the calling of Jeremiah to preach warnings and promises from God to His errant nation.  Jeremiah had one of the most difficult prophetic careers of any of the Major Prophets.  The first 20 plus years were not too bad, as Judah had some good kings in that time.  Later on however, the rulers did not want to hear the warnings Jeremiah pronounced and began to persecute him and allow various groups of people to mistreat him.  He was persistently obedient to God for 50 years, finally being forced to witness the destruction of the Temple and the dissolution of Judah by the Babylonians.
The words of God to Jeremiah here are strong condemnations of abortion for convenience, revealing that unborn children are considered people by God, not random growths of flesh.  There is no logic in saying we believe in God and His Word, but we still support the killing of the unborn for any of many reasons that fall short of the survival of the mother.  God is against abortion, period.  No compromise or partial restriction is sufficient or acceptable.  Our nation has painted an enormous bull’s eye on itself, inviting the most radical and severe consequences, by entertaining the concept that children are disposable commodities.
B. Response to the Calling (v. 6)

(Jer 1:6)  Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child.

Jeremiah was called in his youth.  Some of the prideful young people these days, and probably also in his day, would have been eager to launch out and demonstrate their prodigal calling before men.  Jeremiah was frankly terrified at the prospect.  God does not choose us for a task because we think we are ready and able to wow the world.  He chooses us because He knows what we are and what we can be in Him.  Our only possible responses are to either reject or accept His calling.
C. Encouraged and Equipped (vv. 7-10)

(Jer 1:7)  But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak.

(Jer 1:8)  Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD.

(Jer 1:9)  Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth.

(Jer 1:10)  See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

God wanted Jeremiah to see the possibilities in Him, not in Jeremiah.  Jeremiah’s future stood or fell based upon his obedience to the call of God.  God asked Jeremiah to trust Him completely and he would witness deliverance and protection.  The book frequently displays the miraculous intervention of God to preserve Jeremiah against openly hostile enemies.  God touched Jeremiah’s mouth to signify that the words he spoke would be the expression of Jehovah.  Those words would help mold Judah during the next 50 years.  God is not limited by our choice to ignore His word.  His will is sovereignly being fulfilled even as the sinful governments of the planet strive to bring about their own agendas.
II. Divine Word (Jeremiah 1:11-6)

A. Questioned by God (vv. 11, 12)
(Jer 1:11)  Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, what seest thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree.

(Jer 1:12)  Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it.

Aaron’s rod of almond was used by God to prove the veracity of His will and the certainty of His word to unbelieving Israelites.  It is seen in a vision by Jeremiah to indicate that what Jeremiah was shown would happen even as God had said it would.  Almond trees, like all other trees, bloom and produce their fruit in consistently cycling seasons.  The season for the visitation of God upon rebellious Judah was fast approaching, even as it had arrived for the Northern Kingdom in 720 B.C. at the hands of the Assyrians.  Unfortunately, we are also quickly coming to our season of visitation.  Like Jeremiah, we still have a window of opportunity, but also like him, we do not know how long that window will remain open.
B. Revelation in a Vision (vv. 13, 14)

(Jer 1:13)  And the word of the LORD came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I said, I see a seething pot; and the face thereof is toward the north.

(Jer 1:14)  Then the LORD said unto me, Out of the north an evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land.

The burden of Jeremiah was to deliver heavy predictions of judgment upon Judah in the ears of people that despised his warnings and ignored him at times and vigorously persecuted him at others.
C. Warned of Coming Judgment (vv. 15, 16)

(Jer 1:15)  For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the LORD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of Judah.

(Jer 1:16)  And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of their own hands.

Jerusalem will be subjugated under the heel of foreign powers.  God had warned His people frequently and through many other prophets.  In spite of the warnings, they were more concerned with fitting in to the cultures around them than living distinctively and righteously before Jehovah.
God expects no less of us.  Rather, because we are washed in the blood of Jesus and have received the transformation of our very spirits, we are expected to be better than the Old Testament believers were.  The saddest fact of Church history through the last 2 millennia is that much of the mistreatment and hostility we have faced, couple with powerlessness to respond adequately to the encroachment of sin in our midst, is due to our failure to live the holiness He gave Himself to enable us to live.  We are to rejoice in persecution for our faith, but we must be ashamed when the world can point at us and find us living no different than they.
III. Divine Empowerment (Jeremiah 1:17-19)
A. Empowered Against Fear (v. 17)

(Jer 1:17)  Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them.

The young Jeremiah must have been overwhelmed by the burden of his destiny.  God commanded him however to prepare himself and go without fear.  The warning to him was that if he failed to carry out God’s will, God would humiliate and destroy him before the people he was sent to warn.  This was not exactly a comfortable outlook for Jeremiah.
B. Empowered To Be Strong (v. 18)

(Jer 1:18)  For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land.

God calls without repentance.  He does not ask politely what we would like to do and then finds a way to manage our lives to please and excite us.  We belong to Him and He has the free right to use us as tools in His service.  Tools don’t complain or object to use.  God is also fair and just, so when He calls us He will equip us as needed for the task.  As dumb as we are, we know not to use a toothbrush as a crowbar.  God is much more intelligent than we are.  Jeremiah would have the strength and will to endure the certain enmity of his own people, if he went in obedience.  Jeremiah was not a stubborn man, but even if he were his human stubbornness would never be enough. God would surround and protect him like the walls of a city.
C. Empowered To Overcome Opposition (v. 19)

(Jer 1:19)  And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

God assures Jeremiah that he will provide him the strength to endure attacks and defend him in his calling.  All the land will be against him but all he would ever need is Jehovah on his side.  Deliverance would be certain for Jeremiah, even as destruction was certain for the land of Judah.
