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God’s Compassion Revealed
I. God’s Patience With Disobedient Believers (Jonah 1:1-3, 17; 2:1-10)

A. God Commissions Jonah (1:1, 2)

(Jon 1:1)  Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,

(Jon 1:2)  Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.

Jonah is by far the prime example of a reluctant prophet in the Bible.  Others questioned or complained about the harsh treatment they received from the people God sent them to preach to, but only Jonah is recorded as having fled in a vain attempt to evade God’s mandate on his life.  The command of Jehovah was simple; go to Nineveh and warn them of coming judgment.  Jonah knew the Assyrians were a danger to his people.  Indeed, in a few decades they would destroy his nation and carry the people into captivity.  He hated them and only wished them ill.  Warning them that judgment was pending was definitely not a goal of his.
B. Jonah Rebels Against God (1:3, 17)

(Jon 1:3)  But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

(Jon 1:4)  But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.

(Jon 1:5)  Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep.

(Jon 1:6)  So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.

(Jon 1:7)  And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.

(Jon 1:8)  Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?

(Jon 1:9)  And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land.
(Jon 1:10)  Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.

(Jon 1:11)  Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous.

(Jon 1:12)  And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.

(Jon 1:13)  Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them.

(Jon 1:14)  Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee.

(Jon 1:15)  So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.

(Jon 1:16)  Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.

(Jon 1:17)  Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

One would think that Jonah, being a prophet of God, would at least have some idea of the power and knowledge of Jehovah.  If he had read the words of David, he would realize the futility of running away.
(Psa 139:7)  Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?

(Psa 139:8)  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
(Psa 139:9)  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;

(Psa 139:10)  Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.

(Psa 139:11)  If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.

(Psa 139:12)  Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
Jonah took the appallingly foolish option to run in disobedience.  Thank God that our similar escapades into rebellion don’t all turn out as Jonah’s did!  The supernatural extent to which God intervened is an indication of His serious purpose on behalf of the heathen Ninevites.  If we fail to reach those in darkness, especially when God lays a call on us to that purpose, He will find a way to accomplish His will, but the outcome for us may not be pleasant.

C. God Is Merciful to Jonah (2:1-10)

(Jon 2:1)  Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly,

(Jon 2:2)  And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.

(Jon 2:3)  For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me.

(Jon 2:4)  Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple.

(Jon 2:5)  The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head.

(Jon 2:6)  I went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.

(Jon 2:7)  When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple.

(Jon 2:8)  They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.

(Jon 2:9)  But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the LORD.

(Jon 2:10)  And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.
God really knows us better than we know ourselves.  Jonah was stubborn and determined that NOTHING would make him warn the Ninevites.  His stubbornness was no match for God’s creative ability to get his attention.  God used an extreme form of waterboarding on hapless Jonah, and he repented for his rebellion.
II. God’s Compassion For Unbelievers (Jonah 3:1-10)

A. Jonah Obeys the Lord (vv. 1-4)

(Jon 3:1)  And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,

(Jon 3:2)  Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

(Jon 3:3)  So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days' journey.

(Jon 3:4)  And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

Jonah was a changed man insofar as his attitude toward obeying the clear mandate of Jehovah.  He was frankly terrified at the thought of resisting God’s will again.  Did this experience transform his basic character?  Surprisingly, no.  He immediately obeyed the repeated command of God, entering Nineveh and traveling to the heart of the city to proclaim the word of Jehovah.
B. The Ninevites Repent (vv. 5-9)

(Jon 3:5)  So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of them.

(Jon 3:6)  For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

(Jon 3:7)  And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:

(Jon 3:8)  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

(Jon 3:9)  Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?

The Ninevites were pagan and totally lost from God, but they chose to believe the warnings of the prophet, as Rahab did in Jericho.  They entertained no doubts that God was real and that He meant what He said.  It is amazing that often, when cultures in complete darkness see the light of Truth, they simply believe, without all the baggage we “enlightened” people drag with us as we approach God, and therefore God can do in them greater things than we may ever see.
C. God Forgives the Ninevites (v. 10)

(Jon 3:10)  And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.

The Ninevites did not merely discuss the unpleasant possibilities that confronted them.  They unabashedly expressed humility and desperate faith toward Jehovah, and God honored their faith.  God is eminently fair and just.  We accumulate no special favor because our grandparent and parents knew Him.  All of us will come to God on His terms or not at all.  God will hear and answer the intercessory prayers of family and friends on behalf of a lost soul, and He will extend His grace to the wayward heart, but it will still be the personal choice of that heart that will determine its destiny.
III. God Illustrated His Compassion (Jonah 4:1-11)

A. Jonah’s Anger Toward God (vv. 1-3)

(Jon 4:1)  But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.

(Jon 4:2)  And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.

(Jon 4:3)  Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

Jonah still hated the Ninevites despite the harsh lesson he had endured.  He actually tried to castigate God, justifying his earlier decision to run.  He wanted the city to die, and he knew that the love and compassion of Jehovah would save them if they listened and heeded the warning.  Jonah was actually quite depressed because the people had listened. 
B. God’s Compassion for Jonah (vv. 4-8)

(Jon 4:4)  Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?

(Jon 4:5)  So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.

(Jon 4:6)  And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.

(Jon 4:7)  But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.

(Jon 4:8)  And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.

God had a plan to teach Jonah yet another lesson about Himself.  Jonah waited and watched, just in case the promised destruction happened anyway.  God provided a miraculous shade for Jonah in the hot sun, for which Jonah was thankful, then He just as quickly eliminated it and purposely increased Jonah’s discomfort.  This seemingly fickle act of God angered Jonah yet again.
C. God’s Compassion for the Ninevites (vv. 9-11)
(Jon 4:9)  And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death.

(Jon 4:10)  Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:

(Jon 4:11)  And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?

You can almost hear the petulant rage Jonah expressed over the transient blessing of the gourd.  God had an answer to Jonah’s confusion.  Why would he have such favorable feelings toward a short-lived plant, but he could only feel callous hatred toward 120,000 souls God had compassionately spared when they repented?  If Jonah would not change and allow God to love the lost through him, there would be no end to his dilemma, for the answer he needed was in the compassionate heart of Jehovah.
The compassion of God gives all of us the opportunity for life.  We cannot be effective ministers in His kingdom if we don’t have compassion for lost souls.  The Gospel is the Gospel because it is a message of grace and compassion.

