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God’s Response to Unfaithfulness
I. Israel’s Unfaithfulness (Jeremiah 3:1-10)
A. Chastened for Infidelity to God (vv. 1-3)

(Jer 3:1)  They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, shall he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD.

(Jer 3:2)  Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lien with. In the ways hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness.

(Jer 3:3)  Therefore the showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter rain; and thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.

God used the analogy of marriage to illustrate His relationship to His people, on numerous occasions and through many prophets.  In spite of the stubborn sinful disobedience of the Jews, marital infidelity was still a shameful act to most of the people, so God used this word picture to make them understand how He felt about their insistence on worshiping strange gods and ignoring the precepts of the Law.  God wanted them to know that He was a forgiving husband, willing to accept them back even after their most repugnant acts of rebellion.  Instead, both the Northern and Southern kingdoms wallowed in the sins of their pagan neighbors and defied the pleas of Jehovah for repentance and reconciliation.  Jeremiah spoke these words to Judah, as by this time the Northern Kingdom had long since received the judgment of their sins and been lost to the Assyrians.  God visited Judah with a prolonged drought, but they were brazenly determined to do as they willed.
B. Stubborn Refusal To Repent (vv. 4-7)

(Jer 3:4)  Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth?

(Jer 3:5)  Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou couldest.

(Jer 3:6)  The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot.

(Jer 3:7)  And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it.

Jeremiah spoke these words during the reign of Josiah, one of the last “good” kings of Judah.  God was pleading with them to return to Him, before judgment fell on them as it did on Israel.  Israel was stubborn in her sins.  Judah was worse for having the recent captivity of Israel for an example, yet obstinately walking the same path.  It is hard to understand the minds and hearts of people that know the truth, that acknowledge the validity of the truth, and yet refuse to obey the truth.  Do such people, with forethought and deliberate will, choose the path of rebellion and disobedience?  Unfortunately the answer is yes. 
C. Separated From God by Sin (vv. 8-10)

(Jer 3:8)  And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also.

(Jer 3:9)  And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks.

(Jer 3:10)  And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the LORD.

God gave Israel a bill of divorce on the edge of the Assyrian swords.  Israel, as the Northern Kingdom, was past history.  Judah still had a chance but had shown just as much resistance to the pleas of Jehovah as had Israel.  Josiah had attempted to bring about a return to faith in God, and the nation was given a reprieve from destruction for a time.  God is direct and unwavering in His accusation that the present “revival” was false and shallow.  When God confronts sin in us, He is not looking for us to whitewash our lives and give Him a little more lip service than we have in the past.  He expects repentance to be deep and sincere, or He will not regard it as worth His time.  Backsliding from the truth is real, it is possible for all believers, and it must be dealt with by whole-hearted repentance and return to God.
II. God’s Admonition (Jeremiah 3:12-20)

A. Return to the Lord (vv. 12-14)

(Jer 3:12)  Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever.

(Jer 3:13)  Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the LORD.

(Jer 3:14)  Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion:

God never makes promises He does not intend to fulfill.  The Northern Kingdom was gone, yet after more than 100 years, they could still be restored by a sincere repentant return to Jehovah.  We know this repentance did not take place, because the Northern Kingdom was never restored.  When God makes a promise conditional on our response, its completion is our responsibility.  We cannot complain that God does not keep His Word, if we refuse to comply with His commands.  There was a repentant remnant that came to Judah after the Assyrian captivity, and became incorporated into the Southern Kingdom.  These went into captivity with Judah and returned later, so none of the 12 tribes were lost.  For the remnant, God fulfilled His promise to them.  How different history could have been if the tribes had repented en masse as God pleaded with them to do.
B. What God Will Do (vv. 15-18)

(Jer 3:15)  And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

(Jer 3:16)  And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done any more.

(Jer 3:17)  At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart.

(Jer 3:18)  In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your fathers.

These verses reach far beyond the time of Jeremiah, to a still future period.  In spite of the long history of stubbornness and defiance of the laws of God by the Jews, the day will come when Israel will rest in unity and peace in her own land and Jerusalem will be the global throne of the King.  However, this will happen only after Israel has sincerely repented and acknowledged Christ as their Redeemer-King.
C. God’s Charge Against Israel (vv. 19, 20)

(Jer 3:19)  But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me.

(Jer 3:20)  Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD.

God loves His covenant people, yet He will never compromise His expectations for His people.  The fundamental criteria for Israel to enjoy the blessings of the covenant were loyalty and faithfulness to God.  Instead of loyalty they committed treason against the covenant, and so lost right to the covenant blessings.
III. Repentance And Promised Restoration (Jeremiah 3:21-25)
A. Invitation and Response (vv. 21, 22)

(Jer 3:21)  A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God.

(Jer 3:22)  Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the LORD our God.

Through the supernatural enabling of the Holy Spirit, Jeremiah could hear the believing faithful as they cried out to God for their rebellious nation.  God’s response to them was an invitation to return to Him for healing.  Sin is worse than physical disease, for it destroys the soul as well as the body.  Did their pleadings save the nation?  No, but it saved them in the middle of the wholesale destruction, and probably a few more repented than would have without their intercession.  We need to be tireless in interceding for our nation world.  We will not save it by our prayers, but there will be more souls rescued if we are faithful in this task.
B. The Source of Salvation (v. 23)

(Jer 3:23)  Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel.

This verse is consistent in meaning with Psalm 121: 1, 2:
(Psa 121:1)  <A Song of degrees.> I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.

(Psa 121:2)  My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.

The passage in Psalm 121 is translated more clearly in other translations than the KJV.  David is asking a question.  He realizes that his help does not come from the hills, but from the One that made them.  Jeremiah’s words agree with this interpretation.  The pagan religions followed by Israel believed there was spiritual power in the higher altitudes, so that is where the idols and groves were set up.  The true God doesn’t need altitude from us, He wants the right attitude.  A believer in the ditch is more powerful than the pagan on the mountaintop.
C. Defection Brings Shame (vv. 24, 25)

(Jer 3:24)  For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their sons and their daughters.

(Jer 3:25)  We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God.

For all the brazen stubbornness of the backsliding Israelites, their defiance of God’s laws and resistance to His pleadings only brought shame and disgrace to their lives.  It was however, only when the remnant repented that they realized their shame.  A mindset of rebellion against God blinds us to our true state.  Repentance pulls back the curtains and as the repulsive state of our souls are revealed, the light of God’s righteousness is shed on us and His blood cleanses away the dirt.  When we truly are ashamed of our sin,  He can heal us of it.
