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God’s Ultimate Solution for Sin
I. Sacrifices for Sin (Leviticus 4:1-12, 16:29-34)

A. Purification Sacrifices (4:1-4)

(Lev 4:1)  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

(Lev 4:2)  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them:

(Lev 4:3)  If the priest that is anointed do sin according to the sin of the people; then let him bring for his sin, which he hath sinned, a young bullock without blemish unto the LORD for a sin offering.

(Lev 4:4)  And he shall bring the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD; and shall lay his hand upon the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before the LORD.

The entire fabric of the Mosaic Law was to reveal to Israel the holiness and righteousness of Jehovah.  They had to understand the sin that dwelled within them and the proper route to forgiveness and restoration to the favor of God.  The law was harsh because anything less could not communicate to them the holy nature of the God they served.  However, in the midst of the harshness there was grace and an opportunity to receive God’s favor.  The path to forgiveness was substitutionary sacrifice and the death of an acceptable animal for the sake of the sinning Israelite.  Hope for the individual came by way of the atoning blood of the sacrifice.  Without hope of redemption, man is well and truly lost, for we cannot meet God as we are and survive the encounter, and everyone is slated to meet the Judge on His throne at some point.
B. Ritual of Sacrifice (4:5-12)

(Lev 4:5)  And the priest that is anointed shall take of the bullock's blood, and bring it to the tabernacle of the congregation:

(Lev 4:6)  And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood, and sprinkle of the blood seven times before the LORD, before the vail of the sanctuary.

(Lev 4:7)  And the priest shall put some of the blood upon the horns of the altar of sweet incense before the LORD, which is in the tabernacle of the congregation; and shall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

(Lev 4:8)  And he shall take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the sin offering; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is upon the inwards,

(Lev 4:9)  And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away,

(Lev 4:10)  As it was taken off from the bullock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: and the priest shall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering.

(Lev 4:11)  And the skin of the bullock, and all his flesh, with his head, and with his legs, and his inwards, and his dung,

(Lev 4:12)  Even the whole bullock shall he carry forth without the camp unto a clean place, where the ashes are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: where the ashes are poured out shall he be burnt.

The chosen and cleansed priest served as intermediary between the sinning Israelite and holy God.  He presented the evidence of sacrifice, the blood of the slain animal, before the veil behind which the very presence of Jehovah dwelled.  Representative parts of the animal were burned on the altar, signifying the wholesale surrender of the sacrifice for the sake of the sinner. The remainder of the animal was taken out of the camp to a ceremonially unclean place, symbolizing the removal of the sin guilt from the sinner.  The sacrifice was offered in substitution, so it was viewed as having taken the sin upon itself and sin could not remain in the camp of a holy people or in the presence of a holy God.
C. Annual Day of Atonement (16:29-34)

(Lev 16:29)  And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or a stranger that sojourneth among you:

(Lev 16:30)  For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.

(Lev 16:31)  It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever.

(Lev 16:32)  And the priest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall consecrate to minister in the priest's office in his father's stead, shall make the atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, even the holy garments:

(Lev 16:33)  And he shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation.

(Lev 16:34)  And this shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once a year. And he did as the LORD commanded Moses.

Each individual was responsible to acknowledge his own sin before God and bring the required sacrifice, but God also instituted a day for the whole nation to acknowledge and atone for sin.  The rituals performed on this day illustrated the coming work of Christ for all of mankind.  The priest had to be spotless and clean to enter the Holy of Holies with the blood of the sacrifice.  The scapegoat was sent into the wilderness symbolically bearing the sins of the nation.  Yom Kippur was not a happy feast time for Israel.  Its purpose was to emphasize the essential sinfulness of all mankind and re-enforce the idea that we must come to God His way to be acceptable to Him, and also to continually remind Israel that God’s grace was theirs for the seeking.  They belonged to Him, but the relationship would always stand on God’s terms alone.
II. Christ’s Complete and Final Sacrifice (Hebrews 9:11-15, 23-28)

A. Christ: Priest and Sacrifice (vv. 11-13)

(Heb 9:11)  But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;

(Heb 9:12)  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.

(Heb 9:13)  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

Hebrews, better than any of the other New Testament writings besides the very words of Jesus, described the advantages and power of the New Covenant for all that would believe.  The writer discusses the Levitical requirements and then explains how they are fulfilled and superseded by the Law of Grace in Christ Jesus.  Jesus knowingly, willingly, passionately offered Himself, being both worthy High Priest and innocent, flawless Sacrifice, for our eternal salvation.  Leviticus records the command of Jehovah that the statutes of sacrifice and atonement would be perpetual, unending ordinances for all that would be made righteous.  Jesus did not defy, break, or negate those ordinances.  By His death and resurrection He completed the ordinal requirements for all eternity. In Him Leviticus lives perpetually and the hard tasks that had to be repeated over and over were finished for all time in His one work.
B. Mediator of the New Covenant (vv. 14, 15)
(Heb 9:14)  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

(Heb 9:15)  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

If God, being the eternal righteous Judge that He is, allowed the mere termination of animal life to suffice yearly for the justification of His people, how much more will the eager death of God Himself serve the purpose?  There is power and privilege granted to us under the blood of Jesus, that the people of Israel could at best only access vicariously in faith while never able to see the actual fulfillment of their salvation until they appeared before God in heaven.  They could only look forward in hope, while we can look backward at the finished promise.  Because of the blood of Jesus we are granted the indwelling Holy Spirit to comfort, teach and guide, while enjoying in the here and now the reality of eternal life in Christ, Who mediates for us as our High Priest to the Father.
C. Christ : All-Sufficient Sacrifice (vv. 23-28)

(Heb 9:23)  It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

(Heb 9:24)  For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:

(Heb 9:25)  Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others;

(Heb 9:26)  For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.

(Heb 9:27)  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:

(Heb 9:28)  So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

On levels beyond our vision or understanding, the tangible physical reality is a weak copy of spiritual reality.  We are not cleansed because His blood fell beneath the Cross and soaked into the ground.  We are made righteous because He took His blood to the very halls of heaven and placed it on the altar in Heaven.  Nothing fades away in heaven, nothing dies or degrades or disintegrates.  His blood that makes us saints is still there, fresh and alive, reminding the Father, as if He needed reminding, of the willing sacrifice His Son purchased for us.  On the strength of that blood we are cleansed daily, and every sinner that comes to God is covered and made holy.  No physical animal sacrifice, no human priest could ever do this for us.  Only the eternal Son of God could take the provision for our eternal life to the level of Heaven and remain there as Mediator between God and man.
III. Living In Christ (Hebrews 10:19-25)

A. Cleansed by Christ’s Blood (vv. 19-22)

(Heb 10:19)  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

(Heb 10:20)  By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh;

(Heb 10:21)  And having an high priest over the house of God;

(Heb 10:22)  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

Salvation is assured for eternity.  What is not assured is our willingness to participate and accept the redemption He has made possible.  Salvation is not the automatic condition of humankind.  We must believe and obey the Gospel for it to be ours.  If our seeking is selfish or deceptive in intent we will not be saved.  If we devise our own system for comfort’s sake we will not be saved.  If we seek while requiring that we keep the evil we enjoy, we will not be saved.
B. Remain Faithful to Christ (v. 23)
(Heb 10:23)  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

According to the writer of Hebrews, we can abandon our salvation even after accessing it, if we later decide to walk away from God.  God is such a gentleman He will not force eternal life on any man or woman, even those that formerly walked with Him in discipleship.  The choice of apostasy is tragic, but there are many that choose it.  God will be absolutely faithful to us.  We will never be absolutely faithful, but we can at least try, and that heart of obedience is what He looks for in us.
C. Encourage One Another (vv. 24, 25)

(Heb 10:24)  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

(Heb 10:25)  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

Jesus birthed the Church at Pentecost to be the tangible manifestation of Him on earth.  We are to be His Body, taking the Gospel to the unredeemed and strengthening each other for the journey to Heaven.  To do that, we must remain connected to the Body.  There are situations where Christians are cut off from the Church physically for a time, but such temporary separation should not be from choice.  As we need Christ the Head, we also need each other, to a lesser degree.
