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Grace of Giving
I. Give Generously (2 Corinthians 8:1-7)

A. Follow Good Examples (vv. 1, 2)

(2Co 8:1)  Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;

(2Co 8:2)  How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.

This lesson concerns a topic many Christians approach with joy, while others avoid as much as possible.  Statistics gathered from a variety of sources indicate that Americans who profess to know Christ give little on average to ministries and churches.  Our giving indicates our commitment to the kingdom of God.
We have lived for decades in a materially blessed land.  We have an abundance of things to make our lives easier or more enjoyable, and we tremble in fear every time money gets tight or the economy sinks.  Most of us have no conception of extreme deprivation, a fact of life for a large portion of humanity.  Paul saw the same contrasts in his day, although the gap between the haves and have-nots was not as wide as today.  The Macedonians were poor in comparison to the Corinthians, yet they exhibited a passion for giving to meet needs.  Jesus pointed out this contrast as He saw the widow give all she had to the Temple treasury.
B. Give Yourself to the Lord (vv. 3-5)

(2Co 8:3)  For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;

(2Co 8:4)  Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

(2Co 8:5)  And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.

The Macedonians impressed Paul with their willing hearts.  They exhibited proper prioritization of their giving, for they began by surrendering themselves to God, and then willingly submitted to the leadership of Paul and his companions.  The abundant, sacrificial giving of material resources was a natural result of selling out totally to Christ.  When we belong to Him everything we previously claimed in ownership becomes His, and we understand that we possess in stewardship, not ownership.  The most extreme giving won’t do us much good if we have failed to give ourselves first.
C. Abound in the Grace of Giving (vv. 6, 7)

(2Co 8:6)  Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also.

(2Co 8:7)  Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.

Paul called selfless giving a grace.  Just what did he mean by that?
A grace can be defined as a spiritual empowerment purchased by the death of Christ and applied to believers by the Holy Spirit.  Grace is always granted to free us to live and act as we ought, not as we wish.  We can live holy because He grants us grace.  We can live by faith because He grants us grace.  We can give, crucifying the selfish, greedy human nature we were born with, because He grants us grace.
II. Fulfill Your Obligations (2 Corinthians 8:8-12; 9:2-5)

A. Give For Christ’s Sake (8:8, 9)

(2Co 8:8)  I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.

(2Co 8:9)  For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

Paul ramps up the pressure in this passage.  He is inviting comparison of the giving of the Macedonians to that of the Corinthians.  No aspect of discipleship should be considered a competition, but comparison can alert us to our stand in the body of Christ.  If God is moving His Church in a particular direction, and we find ourselves standing still while others are moving, it is time to inspect our condition and make sure we are also in obedience.  The campaign to aid the famine stricken churches was a blanket appeal to all the church.  Paul then unloaded his most effective weapon of persuasion.  Jesus gave all He had, so we should follow His example.  This point is as valid now as it was then.
B. Give According to Your Ability (8:10-12)

(2Co 8:10)  And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago.

(2Co 8:11)  Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have.

(2Co 8:12)  For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.

The appeal had gone out to the prosperous churches a year earlier.  Obviously, the Macedonians had made good on their commitment.  For some unstated reason, the Corinthians had promised much and had of yet delivered little.  Financial pledges are like vows to God.  It is better not to pledge, than to pledge and fail to follow through, especially if the failure is a matter of changing minds and not of unavoidable circumstances.  Paul urged the Corinthians to keep the promises they had made.  Paul also made a wise statement here of discretion in giving.  We are called to give from what we have.  Going into debt to give is not the way prescribed by scripture.
C. Follow Through With Commitments (9:2-5)

(2Co 9:2)  For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many.

(2Co 9:3)  Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready:

(2Co 9:4)  Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting.

(2Co 9:5)  Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness.

The giving promised by the Corinthians had had a positive influence, convincing others to give, possibly even encouraging the outstanding sacrificial attitude of the Macedonians.  For this influence to continue to be positive, it was imperative that the Corinthians “put their money where their mouth was.”  Paul did not wish to be ashamed of his good words on their behalf, or for them to be ashamed of their failure to keep their word.
III. Give Joyfully (2 Corinthians 9:6-15)

A. Give Bountifully and Cheerfully (vv. 6, 7)

(2Co 9:6)  But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

(2Co 9:7)  Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

Giving in the Bible is always treated as an interaction between God and man.  Our giving produces a harvest of blessing in our lives, proportioned by our degree of obedience and sacrifice.  The one roadblock to receiving blessing from our obedience is lack of proper motivation.  The gift will still benefit the recipient, but if it is given without love and willingness, the blessings to the giver are negated.
B. Trust God To Supply Your Needs (vv. 8-11)

(2Co 9:8)  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

(2Co 9:9)  (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.

(2Co 9:10)  Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

(2Co 9:11)  Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

Willing giving releases the floodgates of life and blessing in every part of our lives.  The more we give of ourselves and the stuff we are stewards of, the more we have to give, physically, spiritually, and financially.  The Christian life is a life of abundance, as long as our giving is from love for God and love for others.
C. Be Blessed by Giving (vv. 12-15)

(2Co 9:12)  For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;

(2Co 9:13)  Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men;

(2Co 9:14)  And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.

(2Co 9:15)  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

Paul reveals another amazing aspect of the grace of giving.  As the gifts meet the needs they are meant to meet, the believing recipients and beneficiaries raise their praise to God for the gifts, bringing glory to God, and for the benefactors, bringing strength and blessing to the givers.  Human beings are strange.  You can give and give to a needy person, until that person begins to expect your gift, begins to feel entitled to your gifts, and then begins to resent you.  Gratitude turns to hatred and animosity, and bad things happen if you interrupt your giving.  This tendency is just another manifestation of the sin nature in us.  Giving in the kingdom of God works just the opposite effect.  Needy believers that walk faithfully with God will lift up in intercession those that help them, opening the windows of heaven for the givers, and continued aid will produce a wealth of love and communion between the giver and the receiver.
