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Gratitude For Deliverance
I. Gratitude Produces Testimony (Luke 8:26-39)

A. Jesus Frees a Demoniac (vv. 26-33)

(Luk 8:26)  And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.

(Luk 8:27)  And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs.

(Luk 8:28)  When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not.

(Luk 8:29)  (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.)

(Luk 8:30)  And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many devils were entered into him.

(Luk 8:31)  And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.

(Luk 8:32)  And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them.

(Luk 8:33)  Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked.

The man described in this passage of scripture did not have personal latitude in how he acted.  Once upon a time he did, but whatever choices he made that opened the floodgates of demonic possession robbed him of independent volition.  He could now only act as he was driven by the dark beings crowding his body and soul.  This man demonstrated the classic pattern of existence that will overtake any person led or dragged by demons.  He lived in the tombs (fascination with death), in another Gospel version he cut himself with stones (obsession with self-destruction), was publicly naked (sexually perverse), and could not be held in captivity (absolute rejection of all authority that conflicts with the self-will, incorrigible rebellion).  Additionally, when he saw Jesus he ran to Him and fell at His feet, under the irresistible impetus of the demonic horde, demonstrating that all demons immediately recognize their subservience to the Lord of lords.
The legion of spirits begged Jesus not to punish them before their time, demonstrating that they indeed knew their time would come.  Jesus actually offered them grace and acceded to their request, sending them into the innocent swine.  The swine did exactly what they had to do under the oppression of the spirits; they immediately destroyed themselves.
B. The Healed Demoniac (vv. 34-37)
(Luk 8:34)  When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country.

(Luk 8:35)  Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

(Luk 8:36)  They also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the devils was healed.

(Luk 8:37)  Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again.

The swine herders were terrified and went to town for reinforcements.  The returning disturbed villagers saw a sight they probably never expected to see.  The once crazed demoniac was normal and at peace in every possible way, clothed and listening to the Master.  The witnesses who had stayed around informed the townspeople of the details. We would assume they would welcome the One who could heal and make right the worst person they knew, but their response was just the opposite.  They wanted nothing to do with Jesus.  They were probably more upset with the loss of their pigs than they were glad the demoniac was healed and delivered.  Instead of seeing Jesus with faith, they regarded Him with fear.
C. The Man of Gadara Testifies of Jesus (vv. 38, 39)

(Luk 8:38)  Now the man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying,

(Luk 8:39)  Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him.

The delivered, newly minted believer wanted to follow Jesus wherever He went.  He had no choice in his behavior before, bound in spiritual chains he could never break.  Now free, the man was bound by chains of devotion to Jesus.  We are bond slaves of Christ, but there is nothing negative in that concept, for we choose to be bound to Him in covenant relationship.  There is nothing more humanly demeaning than involuntary servitude, but nothing more uplifting than willing service from a heart of gratitude and love.
II. Gratitude Produces Thanksgiving (Luke 17:11-19)

A. Jesus Responds to Lepers (vv. 11-13)

(Luk 17:11)  And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.

(Luk 17:12)  And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off:

(Luk 17:13)  And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

For people living in Palestine, a diagnosis of leprosy was the death knell of relationships with family, friends, and community.  Isolation was strictly enforced.  A person suffering from leprosy could expect to slowly die alone and uncared for.  The only company available was that of other outcasts.  The ten men here had likely heard of the healing ministry of Jesus, and they decided to act in desperate faith and plead for His mercy.  They certainly had nothing else to lose, but everything to gain. 
B. Healing and Gratitude (vv. 14-16)

(Luk 17:14)  And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

(Luk 17:15)  And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God,

(Luk 17:16)  And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

Jesus did not immediately pronounce healing upon these men.  He tested their faith by asking them to act as if they were healed, when they could still see the disease that ravaged their bodies.  They obeyed in faith and experienced their healing as they went.  These ten men really believed Jesus could heal them, or they would have objected to His illogical command.  Their faith was rewarded.  Of the ten however, one man saw a higher priority than confirming the healing with the priest.  He returned immediately to express his thankfulness to Jesus.  The fact that he was a Samaritan was included here because the Jews regarded the Samaritans as heathens.  The world does not have to think well of you.  Your relationship to God will depend only on what He thinks of you.
C. Lack of Gratitude (vv. 17-19)

(Luk 17:17)  And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?

(Luk 17:18)  There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.

(Luk 17:19)  And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

Jesus pointed out the contrasting response to the miracle He had granted the men.  The other nine were still healed, but basically that is all they got.  The grateful “stranger,” despised by the religious elite of the day, received something much higher and greater in addition to his healing.  He left Jesus with a blessing and a new-found relationship with the One Who would save as well as heal him.  Being ungrateful to God for His bounty and grace in our lives is a sure recipe for spiritual defeat and eventual destruction.
III. Gratitude Produces Worship (Luke 18:35-43)

A. A Blind Man Calls Out to Jesus (vv. 35-39)

(Luk 18:35)  And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging:

(Luk 18:36)  And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant.

(Luk 18:37)  And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.

(Luk 18:38)  And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

(Luk 18:39)  And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.

There were many beggars on the roadsides in Jesus’ day, and a large number of them were blind.  This man’s curiosity about the commotion before him gave him a rare opportunity, and he took it.  He began loudly crying out for the attention of the Master.  He was persistent and resisted the efforts of the uncaring crowd to shut him up.  Some of them probably told him Jesus had no time for dirty blind beggars.  Why did he persist?  It may not have mattered to the crowd whether or not Jesus heard him, but it certainly mattered to him.  When we have a need to bring to our Lord, the fact that we are not all that much, or that He has lots of other things to do rather than take time for us, should not keep us from asking, seeking, and knocking until He answers our plea.
B. Jesus Heals the Blind Man (vv. 40-42)

(Luk 18:40)  And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and when he was come near, he asked him,

(Luk 18:41)  Saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.

(Luk 18:42)  And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee.

Jesus heard the seeking beggar and responded to his cries.  The blind man had faith that Jesus would heal him.  Jesus simply healed him and blessed him with His words.  The blind man’s persistent faith was rewarded.  We can never give up on Jesus; He will never give up on us.
C. God Glorified and Praised (v. 43)

(Luk 18:43)  And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise unto God.

The man’s faith became present reality.  His response to the miraculous healing he received was to follow Jesus and worship Him. His life was forever different and he eagerly acknowledged that Christ was the One by Whom he was changed.  A grateful heart will motivate us to act grateful, with thanksgiving and praise.  Gratitude in heart and deed is the only appropriate response to grace and deliverance, whether physical or spiritual.
The society we live in now encourages a sense of entitlement in many areas of life.  We must resist becoming conformed to this mindset.  We do not deserve blessing, healing, provision, or even life itself.  As believers we must live out our faith and this living out certainly includes expressing gratitude for the grace of God He bestows on us.
