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Grow Personally
I. Test Yourself (2 Corinthians 13:5-11)

A. Are You In the Faith? (vv. 5, 6)

(2Co 13:5)  Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?

(2Co 13:6)  But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.

God made all His living creation to grow.  Living things always are doing one of two things; either they are growing or they are dying.  Even maintaining an adult body that apparently is not growing, requires that the tissues and organs continually repair and replace themselves, and that is also growth.  Our relationship with Christ is a process of life, so we will either be growing in Him by becoming more like Him, or we will be dying by choosing to become less like Him.  Paul urged the Corinthians to examine themselves and be sure they were alive, in other words that they were indeed in relationship with Jesus.  We can’t grow in Him if we are not in Him and Him in us.  If they were reprobate, they would be self-deceived and would have lost the ability to know if they were not alive in Christ.
B. Become Mature Christians (vv. 7-9)

(2Co 13:7)  Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.

(2Co 13:8)  For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.

(2Co 13:9)  For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even your perfection.

Paul’s heart was always that the believers he had lead to Christ would continue to grow in perfection, into the full potential God had planned for them.  Sin always casts a roadblock into our path to maturity.  We don’t grow when we won’t deal with sin, and eventually the sin we refuse to confront in ourselves will cause our spiritual death.  Paul loved the church to the point that he felt joy when they demonstrated more strength than he saw in himself.
C. Be Complete in Christ (vv. 10, 11)

(2Co 13:10)  Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruction.

(2Co 13:11)  Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.

Paul was forced by his love for the Corinthians and by the mandate of the truth of God’s will for them, to deal with the sin and carnality that had crept into the Body.  Nevertheless, he wanted to deal with it wisely and lovingly.  He knew himself well enough to know he would be harsh in person, so he approached the issues by letter, desiring both exhort and encourage them to a higher walk.  His admonition to them in this letter was to be complete in Christ, assuring them that He would be with them as they pursued perfection.  God will always be faithful to cultivate, prune, and nurture us.  Are we receptive hearts for His work in us?
II. Follow Good Examples (1 Samuel 2:11, 22-26; 3:19, 20; Luke 2:49-52)

A. Growing in Favor (1 Samuel 2:11, 22-26)

(1Sa 2:11)  And Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the child did minister unto the LORD before Eli the priest.

(1Sa 2:22)  Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and how they lay with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

(1Sa 2:23)  And he said unto them, Why do ye such things? for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people.

(1Sa 2:24)  Nay, my sons; for it is no good report that I hear: ye make the LORD'S people to transgress.

(1Sa 2:25)  If one man sin against another, the judge shall judge him: but if a man sin against the LORD, who shall intreat for him? Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto the voice of their father, because the LORD would slay them.

(1Sa 2:26)  And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the LORD, and also with men.

Samuel was a prime example of one person growing in God in spite of the depraved examples he witnessed daily from those that should have been role models.  Samuel grew because he had a heart for God that continually chose to follow truth.  In contrast, Eli’s sons had not heart or intention to do right, even though Eli warned them of the dire consequences.  They had gone beyond even God’s patience and would suffer His wrath.  As they fell, God lifted Samuel to be His spokesman to the nation.
B. Established by God (1 Samuel 3:19, 20)

(1Sa 3:19)  And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground.

(1Sa 3:20)  And all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the LORD.

Samuel followed God faithfully, speaking from the wisdom of God, so that whatever he said was proven by time and events.  The news of this prophet and priest became known to the whole nation.  Fame is not evil.  Being known for your good example and life in Christ is a powerful tool God can use to further the Gospel.  The brighter the light, the farther it can be seen.  Fame becomes bad when you become known for depravity or sin, or when fame for good becomes a matter of personal pride and engineers your spiritual downfall.
C. Jesus, Our Example (Luke 2:49-52)

(Luk 2:49)  And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?
(Luk 2:50)  And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.

(Luk 2:51)  And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.

(Luk 2:52)  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.

Jesus is always our highest and best pattern for life.  The story of His twelfth year pilgrimage to Jerusalem is important for us to understand that He grew in grace and truth from birth onward, always preparing for the mission He came to fulfill.  We will most likely not know as He did from childhood our ultimate specific calling, but there is no age too early to grow in faith and trust in Jesus.  We cannot waste a moment of our life after being born again, but seek to grow and prepare for whatever the Father has in store for us.  Conversely, if we have spent our lives in sin and darkness, the grace of God insures that there is no time too late to begin our growth in Him, and He will use us for whatever time we have left in this life to glorify Him.
III. Grow Steadily (Hebrews 5:12 – 6:1, 9-12)

A. We Should Grow Spiritually (5:12-14)

(Heb 5:12)  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

(Heb 5:13)  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

(Heb 5:14)  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

The writer of Hebrews had strong words for his readers.  A child that is stunted or deformed in his growth is a subject of pity and concern.  A Christian that never moves past first base, so to speak, in his walk in Christ is similarly needful of wise and stern attention.  The will of the Father is that we become like His Son.  
Rom 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

Anyone of normal intelligence and learning ability remembers those things they learn that stirs their passion and interest.  If we have a true desire to follow Jesus we will spend the effort and time required to embrace the teaching we receive and make it part of our life, a part that will not easily fade from inattention and disuse.
2Ti 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Ignorance is not an excuse when it comes to walk with Christ.  It is the place we all start from, but not the place any of us should remain.

B. Go On to Maturity (6:1)

(Heb 6:1)  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

This verse is not implying we should abandon the foundational doctrines of our faith and seek something new to replace them.  It is saying we put those things in place as a given mindset not subject to question or doubt, and pursue a greater, deeper, and higher knowledge of God, the knowledge already wrapped in scripture but requiring diligent effort to open our hearts to its revelation.  We are saints from the moment we know Jesus, but the power of ministry must grow over time by way of our learning the heart of Jesus through the Spirit of God.  Uprooting the strongholds in our lives, addressing the generational curses we have been subject to, and gaining stable victory over our sin nature all come with growing in Christ.  As these things are conquered in us we can overflow in ministry to those still in darkness, as well as to fellow believers not as far along in their growth.
C. Inherit the Promises (6:9-12)

(Heb 6:9)  But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

(Heb 6:10)  For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

(Heb 6:11)  And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end:

(Heb 6:12)  That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

After talking about those that started out well and then fell by the wayside because of their choices, the writer here expressed his hope that those reading this letter will have a much better outcome.  Salvation is a free gift.  Eternal life is assured by the very word and nature of God.  We will be lost ONLY if we ourselves choose to abandon the chase and settle for ease and self-gratification in the here and now.  God will remember and honor the things we do for Him, for that will do us good only if we refuse to quit the race.  As I have stated in conclusion of many lesson outlines in the past, God of absolutely faithful in His promises, the only question in this paradigm is, will we be faithful to Him?  If so, we will grow into life everlasting and the image of the Son.
