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Having the Spirit of Christ
I. The Spirit Activates The Gifts (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)
A. Understand Spiritual Gifts (vv. 4-7)
(1Co 12:4)  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.

(1Co 12:5)  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.

(1Co 12:6)  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.

(1Co 12:7)  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

We know the third Person of the Trinity by many names.  He is the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, and the Comforter.  He is the Agent that executes the will of the Father and the Son.  As we see in these passages from 1 Corinthians, He is the Motivator and Initiator of the work and Ministry of the Church.  The Church can be unified in ministry and message because the Spirit performs the ministry and proclaims the message through willing members of the Body of Christ.  Basically, if there are activities or programs in the Church that are merely human and social, those activities should be eliminated unless they can be brought under the will and direction of the Holy Spirit.  Gifts and ministries in the church must not be allowed to compete with each other.  They must operate in cooperation and mutual submission, if they are truly empowered by the Spirit.
B. Typical Gifts Identified (vv. 8-10)

(1Co 12:8)  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

(1Co 12:9)  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

(1Co 12:10)  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:

Paul lists here some of the gifts the Spirit of God places in the church for ministry.  This is by no means an exhaustive list, for the Spirit has the prerogative to be as creative as He wishes to accomplish His will.  These gifts lead to extraordinary ministry and life-changing encounters for needy people, as well as powerful testimonies to the Gospel.  
C. Gifts Are Given by the Holy Spirit (v. 11)

(1Co 12:11)  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

We do not choose the gifts the Spirit gives us, although we can desire and pray for particular ones.  He knows where and when He can use us most effectively.  Our commitment as disciples and members of Christ’s Body is to accept and function in the gifts He puts in us.
II. The Spirit Unifies The Body (1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

A. The Spirit Makes Us One Body (vv. 12-14)

(1Co 12:12)  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.

(1Co 12:13)  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

(1Co 12:14)  For the body is not one member, but many.

Unity is not merely a nice idea.  The church can only minister in unity.  Division destroys the motivation, focus, and power of ministry, leaving us helpless against the encroaching evil of a satanically inspired world system and robbing us of the harvest we are to be gathering.  The Holy Spirit is both the Agent of ministry in the Church and the vital Link to the blood of Jesus for every believer.
B. Every Member Has a Purpose (vv. 15-18)

(1Co 12:15)  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

(1Co 12:16)  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?

(1Co 12:17)  If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

(1Co 12:18)  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.

Pride, jealousy, envy, and rivalry are all enemies to unity.  No matter how much we desire a gift or a particular place of ministry in the church, the best decision we can make is to accept our current place in humility and wait patiently for God to open the door to other things, IF He so desires.  We can always be replaced by a more willing disciple.  God does not need us in particular; He just needs someone available and willing to be used.  We most definitely need Him in particular, however.  We each have a place in Him, as long as we are willing to serve patiently in that place.  When the time comes, He will faithfully move us to another place.
C. Every Member Is Important (vv. 19-27)

(1Co 12:19)  And if they were all one member, where were the body?

(1Co 12:20)  But now are they many members, yet but one body.

(1Co 12:21)  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.

(1Co 12:22)  Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:

(1Co 12:23)  And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.

(1Co 12:24)  For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:

(1Co 12:25)  That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.

(1Co 12:26)  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

(1Co 12:27)  Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.

If we are in unity, we will esteem the most humble of gifts and treat every member with respect and honor, without creating pedestal saints and prima donnas that capture our attention.  We are truly one in Christ and one in each other.  The heart of the church displays in its treatment of the least, not of the greatest.  Those that are lifted up in pride have to be admonished and confronted with their pride.
III. The Spirit Edifies The Church (1 Corinthians 14:15)
A. Be Guided by Love (vv. 1, 3)
(1Co 14:1)  Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.

(1Co 14:3)  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.

Obviously Paul considered some gifts, prophecy and preaching in particular, to be superior to other gifts.  Why did he make such an appraisal, when all gifts come from the same Spirit of God?
B. Prophesying and Tongues Compared (vv. 2-4)

(1Co 14:2)  For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.

(1Co 14:3)  But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.

(1Co 14:4)  He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.

We consider that the yielding of the tongue to the Spirit and the resultant speaking in unknown languages is the initial evidence of baptism in the Holy Spirit.  Many people get hung up on this phenomenon and seek its manifestation more than any thing else.  Praying, worshipping, and singing in an unknown tongue has its proper place in the believer’s life.  Paul however wanted the Corinthians to move past the immaturity of seeking gifts for self-edification and realize that the gifts are given for ministry and servanthood, more than for lifting up oneself.
C. Seek to Edify the Church (v. 5)

(1Co 14:5)  I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.

The gift of interpretation transforms the gift of tongues to a gift that edifies only the speaker, to a ministry to the listeners.  Everything God through His Spirit accomplishes in us is about ministering to our needy brothers and sisters, as well as communicating the Gospel to sinners.  Appropriate use of the gifts in the church will support this purpose.  If we see a preponderance of self-edifying gifts without a balance of ministry gifts operating in our congregation, it is due to our adopting the prideful, immature Corinthian mindset.  The Spirit, if we listen and obey, will manifest gifts in order and in effective ministry to saint and sinner.
