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How Christians Demonstrate Caring
I. By Exhibiting Patience (James 5:7-12)

A. Patiently Wait for Christ (vv. 7-9)

(Jas 5:7)  Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.

(Jas 5:8)  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

(Jas 5:9)  Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.

What if God was not patient with us?  Survivors of His wrath would be few to none, for we all repeatedly insult His nature and flout His laws.  If we really care for people around us we will seek to cultivate patience with their faults and the impact their faults have on us.  We cannot and should not be waiting for people to please us.  We must focus the hope of our patience on the sure promises of God, knowing that He will surely come and heal the hurts we feel.  We cannot bear grudges against each other, resenting the failures of our brothers and sisters.
B. Persevere in Faith (vv. 10, 11)

(Jas 5:10)  Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

(Jas 5:11)  Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

God’s Word tells us that the “just shall live by faith.”  Faith sustains our hope and our ability to endure the slings and darts of other people.  None of us can care for others until we can relegate the hurts and betrayals we experience to the realm of the trivial and temporary.  If all we can see is the pain some one inflicts on us, we cannot truly care for that person.  We have to see their value despite the pain, loving them no matter their treatment of or reaction to us.
C. Be Careful What You Say (v. 12)

(Jas 5:12)  But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

If we care for others, we will stand guard over our mouth.  We will not allow abusive language or deceptive words to harm people around us.  We will be people of our word because our words are simple and truthful.  
II. By Praying For One Another (James 5:13-18)

A. Pray and Sing (v. 13)

(Jas 5:13)  Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.

If we spend our time praying and speaking faith-filled words, including singing the praises of the Master, we will be equipped to care for those that God brings across our path suddenly, with immediate needs.  Jesus demonstrated His care for people by responding to the needs that presented themselves to Him on a moment by moment basis.  He was always ready because He spent His time communing with His Father.
B. Pray for Healing (vv. 14-16)

(Jas 5:14)  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

(Jas 5:15)  And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

(Jas 5:16)  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Supernatural healing is one of the greatest tangible tools God has given believers to spread the Gospel, as well as an awesome benefit to believers themselves.  James simply lays out the practice of laying on of hands and anointing with oil as a preferred practice to find both physical and spiritual healing.  The caring acts of fellow believers on each others behalf are powerful and productive, for God honors love and unity between members of His body.  He also commands believers to confess their faults to each other.  This is a difficult mandate, but some of the most dynamic moves of God happen when members of the Body confess and reconcile with each other.  If we are in right standing with each other, we can come into right standing with God, and our prayers will then be truly effective.
C. Believe in Prayer’s Effectiveness (vv. 17, 18)
(Jas 5:17)  Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.

(Jas 5:18)  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

The power of Elijah had nothing to do with special qualities or skills he possessed.  He merely exercised obedient faith and acted when God directed.  His faith and obedience was the key.  He was the harbinger of blessings as well as judgment because he followed God’s leading.
III. By Rescuing the Erring (James 5:19, 20)

A. Care for Erring Christians (v. 19)

(Jas 5:19)  Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;

We stumble.  We fall. Sometimes the only deliverance God elects to offer the deceived or wandering soul is a word spoken by a friend, brother, or sister in due season under the unction of the Holy Spirit.  We can be powerful tools to rescue the fallen.  Our love and compassion, the time and effort we invest in another’s life, may be just the needed input to bring some one to Christ for the first time, or turn the heart of an erring believer back to truth.
B. Save Those Who Err (v. 20)

(Jas 5:20)  Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

James is stating an incredible fact here.  We are to be lights in the darkness.  It matters eternally and not just to us that we care for the lives of others.  People for whom we care may be in heaven because we carried the Gospel to them in word and deed.  The sobering corollary to this concept is that some may spend eternity in hell because we did not care for their souls and demonstrate love to them.  If we care for people we will strive to reach them with the Gospel.  The bottom line question is this; do we care?
