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How Christians Overcome Worldliness
I. By Controlling Desires (James 4:1-7)
A. Submit Not to Sinful Desires (vv. 1-4)

(Jas 4:1)  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

(Jas 4:2)  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

(Jas 4:3)  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

(Jas 4:4)  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

James believed in dealing with the issues the Spirit brought to his attention.  He pulled no punches and conveyed no empty complements, therefore his words sound harsh and calloused.  However, James was the leader of the Jerusalem church precisely because God had called him to that place.  True pastoring requires a sacrificial love for those being pastored, and we can be assured that James wrote these rough passages because he loved the Church more than he loved himself.  The best way to deal with danger in the church is to DEAL with it, not to cover it with tact and false peace.  Sin is like cancer, both for the individual member as well as for the congregation, and it won’t just disappear without a heavy dose of exposure and truth.  James described what he saw in clear language.  Why would he call his brothers and sisters adulterers and adulteresses?  They were Christians too, weren’t they?  Adultery is specifically marital unfaithfulness, but taken in a broader understanding, it can be spiritual disloyalty to the covenant of grace.  This is how James used it here.  James concisely explains the origin of conflict in the church, in these verses.  Self coupled with lustful desires always brings division.  It is the way of the unregenerate world of men, but it is not to be the prevailing culture we are to follow as the Bride of Christ. 
B. Submit to the Holy Spirit (vv. 5, 6)

(Jas 4:5)  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

(Jas 4:6)  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

James is NOT describing the activities of the Holy Spirit in us.  He is continuing with the same thought pattern as in the previous verses.  This is an important distinction.  The Holy Spirit does not lust or envy, and He is not described any where else in scripture as doing so.  Submitting our spirit to the Holy Spirit will curb the lust and envy James describes here.  The unlimited grace of our Savior is sufficient to empower us and free us to obey God’s Spirit and not our own.  Salvation is a free gift, but accessing the daily grace we need to live holy lives will cost us our pride and self-sufficiency.  We have to choose humility and holiness, they are not automatic.
C. Resist the Devil (v. 7)

(Jas 4:7)  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Why do we prefer to remember only the more pleasant words of Scripture, and relegate the rest to the back shelf?  This verse is also frequently miss-quoted, leaving out the uncomfortable admonition to first submit ourselves to God.  All the resisting we can do without first submitting is futile and self-defeating.  The power to resist only comes from the Spirit of God indwelling an obedient heart, not an independent one.
II. By Drawing Close to God (James 4:8-12)

A. Draw Near to God (v. 8)
(Jas 4:8)  Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

We are not saved to imitate stumps and root in place without fruit.  The heart of man is a room that will be filled with something, either good or bad.  It will not remain empty after the blood of Jesus has washed it clean.  We will either choose to walk after Him, or we will see our first love drain away until our heart is filled with only hypocrisy and carnality.  We must daily choose holiness, or the default condition of sin will again overtake our souls.
B. Humble Yourselves (vv. 9, 10)
(Jas 4:9)  Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

(Jas 4:10)  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

This is definitely not reading for a light relaxing evening.  We never like pain, either external or internal, but James admonishes the church he writes to, to be immersed in sorrow and soul pain.  James, through the wisdom of the Spirit, knew that heaviness and sacrifice of comfort and happiness in the short term would produce eternal joy in the long term.  We are not called to be comfortable and “happy.”  We are called and chosen to be like Christ Jesus our Lord.
C. Speak No Evil (vv. 11, 12)

(Jas 4:11)  Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.

(Jas 4:12)  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?

James saw the incredible damage that resulted from gossip and self-righteous criticism of brothers and sisters.  The same results prevail today when we talk about each other, tearing down reputations and influence to set ourselves as judges.  Judging the soul of a brother or sister in the church is reserved only to God.  It is the way of the world to cast aspersions and damage the influence of others.  As members one of another, we must live above this carnality.
III. By Putting God First (James 4:13-17)

A. Do Not Be Presumptuous (vv. 13, 14)

(Jas 4:13)  Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:

(Jas 4:14)  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

The world encourages self-confidence and trust in one’s own abilities, discounting the role of God in our everyday lives.  A popular mindset says we are in control of our destinies.  Is that true?  Of course not!  Going to even one funeral for a person known to be lost will illustrate the reality.  There is only place for goodbyes, not for future reunion.  Hope is absent, and everything must be viewed as past.  If we have no ability to stop the onset of death, and afterward there is nothing to hope for, then all our claims to shaping our destinies are empty lies.  
B. Will To Do God’s Will (vv. 15, 16)

(Jas 4:15)  For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

(Jas 4:16)  But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.

The truth is that God proposes and disposes, and if we humbly submit our days to Him, we can be confident in His love for us and His provision for our tangible needs.  Arrogantly boasting about what we will or will not do is perceived by the world as assertiveness and self-esteem, but God sees it as prideful sin.

C. Do Not Sin by Omission (v. 17)

(Jas 4:17)  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

Living holy and distinct from the mindset of the world does not consist of merely avoiding obvious sin.  We are called to be servants of the Most High.  Servants do what is commanded of them by their master.  They do not spend their time only expressing their views of theology.  We are commanded to take up our cross and follow Him.  We are to act to do good, to minister, to be engaged actively as Christians, to obey the principles of the Kingdom and to move when the Spirit directs us.  The Christian life is one of action, bringing truth and the Gospel to the world without being suborned by the world.
